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Mass Times 

Pastoral Staff 

Weekend: Saturday Vigil 5:00PM 
Sunday: 8:00AM (English), 9:00AM (Italian- Every 2nd 
& 4th Sunday in the Chapel), 9:30AM (Bilingual), 
10:30AM (Czech-Slovak in the Chapel), 11:00AM 
(English), 12:30PM (Spanish), 3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
 

Weekday: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, Saturday 8:00AM 
 

First Fridays: 7:30 PM (Spanish) 
Holy Days: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, 7:30PM (Bilingual) 
Holidays: 9:00AM 

Infant Baptisms & Adult Sacraments: Contact  
Deacon Jacob Rodriguez for registration. 
 

Confessions: Every Saturday in the Chapel from 
3:30pm-4:30pm or by appointment during the week. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made 6 months 
in advance with a priest. 
 

Sweet Sixteen: Celebrated for parish members who 
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 

Anointing of the Sick: Available upon need.  
Hospital patients may ask to see the priest chaplain. 

Bautismos Infantiles y Sacramentos para Adultos:  
Hable con el Diacono Rodríguez para registraciones. 
 

Confesiones: Cada sábado en la capilla de 3:30pm-
4:30pm o por cita durante la semana. 
 

Bodas: Arreglos deben hacerse 6 meses en avance 
con un sacerdote. 
 

Quinceaños: Solamente para miembros  de la  
parroquia que han recibido la Confirmación.  
 

Unción de los Enfermos: Disponible por necesidad.  
Pacientes de hospital pueden pedir ver el capellán. 

Office Hours 



 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29 (Passion of Saint John the Baptist) 
 5:00pm Sr. Maria Linh Bui (Anniversary), Maria Teresa 
 Antunes, James Cordova (Living—Birthday),  Peter Trinh 
 (Wellbeing), In Thanksgiving to God for all Volunteers 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 (22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am Daw Angela 
 9:30am John Pham Duc Duy, Rafael Mejia (Healing) 
 11:00am Mildred Ciangiola 
 12:30pm  Agustina Rojas, María Juana Gahuancela  
 Alulema, Mariano Michaca (2o Aniversario), Antonio  
 Toribio (8o Aniversario), Rufino, Israel & Karen 
 Evangelista, Tereza González Verdejo (Memorial de  
 Cumpleaños), Yesenia Garcia (Primer Cumpleaños) 
 3:00pm For our Parish Family 

MONDAY, AUGUST 31 
 8:00am Anna Doan Thi Hat (Anniversary) 
 12:00pm Hugo Antunes Rodrigues (Living) 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 
 8:00am Msgr. Cuong M. Pham  
   (25th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination) 
 12:00pm Tracy O’Donnell 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
 8:00am Gaspare Barretta 
 12:00pm Antonio Antunes Rodrigues (Living) 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 (Saint Gregory the Great) 
 8:00am Michael Giannadeo 
 12:00pmRosetta Bruccleri and Charlie & Jovanna Bordenca 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4  
 8:00am Purgatorial Society 
 12:00pm Angelo Cluess 
 7:30pm David Dolores Yañez 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 (Saint Teresa of Calcutta) 
 8:00am  Lorenzo Sencion 
 5:00pm Diosdado Chan, Alex Ayala (Living—62nd  
 Birthday), For the wellbeing of the Canty Family, Willy  
 Kenny & Family and Matthew & Sally Conroy & Family 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 (23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am Gertrude Yang (Living—Birthday) 
 9:30am Living & Deceased Members of Our Parish’s 
 Rosary Society, Yeldilia Tavarez (Living— In Thanksgiving) 
 11:00am Dorothy Nacinovich 
 12:30pm  Fabio Salcedo, Manuela & Lucia Puente, Eva, 
 Ervira & Faustino Vasquez, Flora Castillo Castro, Irene Luna 
 de la Rosa (6o Mes de Muerte), Antonio Toribio  
 (8o Aniversario), Gabriel Aird (1r Aniversario), En acción de 
 Gracias a Dios por los 21 años de servicio de José Sandoval 
 3:00pm For our Parish Family 
 

MEMORIAL OFFERING THIS WEEK 
The Sanctuary Lamp has been offered for  

Oswaldo & Maria Finotti, by Celia 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

 We ask everyone to prayerfully consider making a  
donation to the 2026 Annual Catholic Appeal. As of  
August 24, 2026 we have 123 donors who have pledged 
$52,100, from which $44,356 have been received. 

CAMPAÑA CATOLICA ANUAL  

Les pedimos a todos, por favor considerar hacer una  
promesa a la campaña Católica Anual del 2026. A partir 
del 24 de agosto, tenemos a 123 donantes, quienes han 
prometido $52,100 de cuales $44,356 han sido  
recibidos. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS REPORT 

Last Week: $5,217     Last Year: $4,763 
 

Faith Direct July 2026: $5,417 
ParishSoft July 2026: $5,393 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
We will have second collections taken after communion 
on the following dates. Thank you for your generosity. 

August 29/30: Fr. PJ’s School 
 
 
 

INFANT BAPTISMS  
Any parent who wishes to baptize their child must call 
the parish office and ask to speak with Deacon Jacob to  
schedule an in person appointment. Please bring the 
child’s Birth Certificate and $100 donation.  
 

There is a mandatory Preparation Meeting for parent 
and godparents the Tuesday before the baptism at 
6:00pm in the Parish Institute. The Baptism Ceremony 
will take place in the main church at 12:00pm. 
 

PREPARATION MEETING CEREMONY 
September 22, 2026  September 26, 2026 
October 20   October 24, 2026 
November 24   November 28, 2026 
NO BAPTISMS IN DECEMBER  

 

BAUTISMOS  
Cualquier padre que quisiera bautizar a su niño/a debe 
llamar la oficina parroquial y hablar con el diacono  
Jacob para agenda una cita en persona. Por favor traiga 
el acta de nacimiento del niño/a y la donación de $100. 
 

Hay una clase pre bautismal mandatorio para padres y  
padrinos el martes antes de la ceremonia a las 6:00pm 
en el instituto parroquial. La ceremonia tomara lugar en 
la Iglesia principal a las 12:00pm. 
 

CLASE PRE-BAUTISMAL  CEREMONIA 
8 de septiembre   12 de septiembre  
6 de octubre   10 de octubre 
10 de noviembre  14 de noviembre 
8 de diciembre   12 de diciembre 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 



 

Sunday, August 30 

9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9            Ascension 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community             Lourdes A/B 
11:00am—4:00pm Back-to-school Event           Gym 
2:00pm—3:00pm Grupo de Amistad        Fatima 

Monday, August 31 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro Guadalupano            Lourdes A/B 

Tuesday, September 1 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi Practice       Balcony 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter  Guadalupe A/B+ 
                Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro #1     Nazareth 

Thursday, September 3 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary        Guadalupe A/B 
Friday, September 4 
6:30pm—9:00m OLMC Youth Group      Guadalupe A/B 
6:30pm—9:00pm     Practica de Instrumentos  Lourdes A/B 

Saturday, September 5 
9:00am—11:00am Reuion de Amistad #15       Fatima 
9:00am—1:00pm AA Meeting            Lourdes A/B 
9:00am—5:00pm Cursillo Mini-Retreat   Guadalupe A/B 
9:00pm—5:00pm Cursillo Mini-Retreat        Lourdes A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Practica Coro de Niños    Upper Room 
12:30pm—4:30pm Rosary Society            Lourdes A/B 
4:00pm-10:00pm Adult Sewing Group          Lourdes A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir    Nazareth 
5:00pm—7:00pm Ministerio de Consolacion       Fatima 

 
Sunday, September 6 
9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistad #14 Nazareth 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9            Ascension 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community             Lourdes A/B 
1:00pm—5:00pm Spanish Meeting       Guadalupe A/B 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 
Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a 
way for us to communicate with God and obtain His divine 
intervention. It can help sick people get well again and also 
gives us the strength in our own weakness and suffering. 
To add names to our Prayer List, please contact the parish 
office. There is no cost for enrolling people onto this list. 
We are currently praying for Maria Aparecida L. Berretta, 
Mary Danyluk, Mike & Roseanne Dechenaux. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Spiritual writers speak of Adoration of the Blessed  
Sacrament as “the Mass held in contemplation.” Devotion 
to the Eucharist will take place on Friday, September 4, 
2026. Exposition and Adoration will take place right after 
the 8:00am Mass and will conclude with Solemn  
Benediction before the start of the 12 Noon Mass. 

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 
We remember our deceased loved ones by having them 
prayed for at Mass on every first Friday of the month  
(the day traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart of  
Jesus) as a meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment 
is $20 per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society 
will be remembered for a whole year. We have currently 
enrolled: Edgar Barragan, Madge Hynes, Carol Gigante,  
Vic Dodson, Victoria Dodon, Joseph J, Pinto, Vicente  
Santos, Vicenta Puente, Visitacion Berreza, Lillian Dallara. 

GROUP AND SOCIETY MEETINGS IN OUR PARISH INSTITUTE 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART August 30, 2026 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Have you ever prayed very hard for something—
and God did not do what you asked? 

I have. There have been moments in my own life 
when I was quite certain I knew what God should 
do. A problem needed to be solved. A door  
needed to open. A difficult situation needed to 
change. And when it did not happen, I found  
myself asking: Lord, why? 

Perhaps you have asked the same question.  
That is why this Sunday’s Gospel is so fascinating. 
Last Sunday, Peter made the perfect profession of faith: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:13
-20). Jesus even told him that this truth had been revealed to him by the Father. 

But today—only a few verses later—Jesus says to the same Peter: “Get behind me, Satan! … You are thinking not as 
God does, but as human beings do” (Matthew 16:21-27). 

What happened? Peter has the right answer about who Jesus is, but he still has the wrong idea about what it means to 
follow him. Peter can accept a glorious Messiah. He cannot accept a suffering Messiah. In his mind, if Jesus is truly sent 
by God, then surely he should triumph, not suffer; conquer, not be rejected; wear a crown, not carry a cross. 

And that is where Peter is surprisingly close to us. We can believe sincerely in God and still expect God to operate  
according to our plans. We pray for healing, for our children and grandchildren, for our marriages and families, for  
financial security, for peace. And when life moves in a direction we never expected, we wonder whether something has 
gone wrong. 

But notice what Jesus does not say. He does not tell Peter, “Stop believing.” He tells him, in effect, “Learn to think 
differently.” 

That is exactly what St. Paul says in the second reading: “Do not conform yourselves to this age, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind” (Romans 12:1-2). Christian conversion is not only a change in behavior. It is a change in the 
way we see. Slowly, Christ teaches us to look at suffering, success, failure, sacrifice—even life and death—with  
different eyes. 

Jeremiah had to learn the same lesson (cf. Jeremiah 20:7-9). He followed God faithfully, yet his faithfulness brought 
ridicule and rejection. He became so discouraged that he wanted to stop speaking God’s Word altogether. But then he 
discovered something extraordinary: God’s Word had become “like fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones.” 

The suffering did not extinguish his faith. It revealed how deeply God had already taken hold of him. 

Perhaps that is the deeper invitation of this Sunday. Faith is not believing that God will always give us the life we 
planned. Faith is allowing God to transform us until we can trust him even when the plan is no longer ours. 

If you are carrying something today that you do not understand—an unanswered prayer, worry about someone you 
love, a disappointment, an illness, a burden you never expected—do not assume that God has forgotten you. 

Peter looked at the Cross and saw disaster. God looked at the Cross and saw the beginning of salvation. Sometimes 
faith means trusting what God can see when we cannot yet see it ourselves.  

        May God bless you and your families. 
        Msgr. “John” Cuong M. Pham 



Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 

¿Alguna vez han rezado con todo el corazón por algo… y 
Dios no respondió como esperaban? A mí me ha pasado. 
Ha habido momentos en mi vida en los que estaba  
convencido de saber lo que Dios debía hacer. Había un 
problema que resolver, una puerta que debía abrirse,  
una situación difícil que tenía que cambiar. Y cuando nada 
de eso sucedió, me encontré preguntando: Señor,  
¿por qué? 

Quizás ustedes también se hayan hecho alguna vez esa 
misma pregunta. Por eso me impresiona tanto el Evangelio 
de este domingo. El domingo pasado, Pedro hizo una  
extraordinaria profesión de fe: “Tú eres el Mesías, el Hijo de Dios vivo” (Mateo 16:13-20). Jesús incluso le dijo que esa 
verdad le había sido revelada por el Padre. 

Pero hoy, apenas unos versículos más adelante, Jesús le dice al mismo Pedro: “¡Apártate de mí, Satanás! … porque tu 
modo de pensar no es el de Dios, sino el de los hombres” (Mateo 16:21-27). ¿Qué pasó? Pedro sabe quién es Jesús,  
pero todavía no comprende lo que significa seguirlo. Puede aceptar a un Mesías glorioso, pero no a un Mesías que  
sufre. Para Pedro, si Jesús viene verdaderamente de Dios, debería triunfar, no sufrir; vencer, no ser rechazado; llevar 
una corona, no cargar una cruz. 

Y es precisamente aquí donde Pedro se parece tanto a nosotros. Podemos creer sinceramente en Dios y, sin embargo, 
esperar que Dios actúe de acuerdo con nuestros planes. Rezamos por la salud, por nuestros hijos y nietos, por nuestros 
matrimonios y nuestras familias, por la estabilidad económica, por la paz. Y cuando la vida toma un rumbo que jamás 
habíamos imaginado, comenzamos a preguntarnos si algo ha salido mal. 

Pero fijémonos en algo importante. Jesús no le dice a Pedro: “Deja de creer.” En el fondo, le está diciendo: “Aprende a 
mirar las cosas como Dios las mira.” Eso es precisamente lo que san Pablo nos enseña en la segunda lectura: “No se 
dejen transformar por los criterios de este mundo; sino dejen que una nueva manera de pensar los transforme  
internamente” (Romanos 12:1-2). La conversión cristiana no consiste solamente en cambiar nuestra conducta.  
También significa permitir que Dios transforme nuestra manera de ver la vida. Poco a poco, Cristo nos enseña a mirar 
el sufrimiento, el éxito, el fracaso, el sacrificio —incluso la vida y la muerte— con ojos nuevos. 

Jeremías tuvo que aprender la misma lección (cf. Jeremías 20:7-9). Siguió fielmente a Dios, pero su fidelidad le trajo 
burlas y rechazo. Llegó a sentirse tan desanimado que quiso dejar de proclamar la Palabra de Dios. Sin embargo,  
descubrió algo extraordinario: la Palabra de Dios se había convertido en “un fuego ardiente encerrado en mis huesos.” 

El sufrimiento no apagó su fe. Reveló hasta qué punto Dios ya se había apoderado de su corazón. Quizás esa sea la  
invitación más profunda de este domingo. La fe no consiste en creer que Dios siempre nos dará la vida que nosotros 
hemos planeado. La fe consiste en permitir que Dios nos transforme hasta que podamos confiar en Él, incluso cuando 
sus caminos no sean los nuestros. 

Si hoy están pasando por algo que no comprenden —una oración que parece no tener respuesta, la preocupación por 
alguien que aman, una decepción, una enfermedad o una carga que nunca esperaron— no piensen que Dios se ha  
olvidado de ustedes. 

Pedro miró la Cruz y vio un desastre. Dios miró esa misma Cruz y vio el comienzo de la salvación. A veces, tener fe  
significa precisamente eso: confiar en lo que Dios puede ver, aunque nosotros todavía no podamos verlo. 

       Que Dios los bendiga a ustedes y a sus familias. 

       Mons. “Juan” Cuong M. Pham 

DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 30 de agosto, 2026 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The Knights of Columbus have established a council in  
our parish. They are looking for men to join the Order.  
You must be a man, at least eighteen years old and  
be in union with the Catholic Church. If you are interested 
go to KofC.org/JoinUs or contact John O’Connell at 
surferrobz0398@gmail.com. The Knights meet in the  
parish institute at 8:00pm every second Wednesday of the 
month. 
 

ROSARY SOCIETY’S NEW DATE AND TIME! 

The Rosary Society Meetings will now be every first  
Saturday of the month at 2:30pm beginning September. 
The Rosary Society welcomes all ladies over 15 years old.  
Refreshments will be served. Bring a friend! 
 

VOCATION DISCERNMENT 
If you are discerning your vocation and have questions or 
need to talk through your discernment, contact Fr. Chris 
Bethge, Vocation Director at 718-827-2454 or email at 
cbethge@cathedralprep.org 
 

GRUPO DE JORNADA 
Se le invita a los jóvenes mayores de 12 años a participar 
en el grupo juvenil de Jornada para escuchar charlas/
meditaciones que ayudan a formar una buena fundación 
Cristiana fomentada con amistad y eventos sociales. Se 
reúnen los jueves a las 7:30pm en el instituto parroquial.  









This is the new school auditorium and office building which is 

almost completed. 

A MESSAGE FROM FR. PJ 
On behalf of the students and staff of Archbishop Heerey Technical College, l wish to thank all members of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish Astoria for your generous donations last year for our school. Your amazing support enables us to 
keep improving the reconstruction, renovation and rebuilding of our mission school that was devastated by war years 
ago. We have gone far in improving the infrastructural development and the welfare of our students. However we still 
have some projects in need of funding including renovation of technical workshops; construction of poultry farm; solar 
lights installation, etc. We appeal for help towards these projects as we pray God to bless you good health, happiness, 
fulfillment and other favors, amen.       Father PJ - Manager/Principal 
 

Below are some pictures sent to us by Fr. PJ regarding the improvements made to the campus and those project that 
still need attention. Unfortunately, Fr. PJ will not be coming to our parish this year. Fr. PJ’s visa is still pending due to 

the government shut down earlier this year. We will have a second collection on Saturday, August 29 & Sunday, 
August 30th to continue to support Fr. PJ’s school in Nigeria as we have done for so many years in the past. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

The Shrine of the Infant Jesus is completed with 

flowers.  

The drainage system constructed for the control of 

floods and erosion check has been completed. 

This is the Wood-work and Furniture making workshop. It is in 

bad condition and in need of reconstruction. 




