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Pastoral Staff 

Weekends: Saturday Vigil 5:00PM 
Sundays: 8:00AM (English), 9:00AM (Italian- Every 2nd & 4th  

Sunday in the Chapel), 9:30AM (Bilingual), 10:30AM (Czech-
Slovak in the Chapel), 11:00AM (English), 12:30PM (Spanish), 
3:00PM (Vietnamese) 
 

Weekdays: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, Saturday 8:00AM 
 

First Fridays: 7:30 PM (Spanish) 
Holy Days: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, 7:30PM (Bilingual) 
Holidays: 9:00AM 

Mass Times 
 
 

23-25 Newtown Avenue 
Astoria, NY 11102 

 
Office Phone: 718.278.1834 

 
Open Weekdays: 9:00am—8:00pm 
Closed for Lunch 12:00pm—1:00pm 

& Saturdays: 9:00am—5:00pm 

Office Information 

 Sacraments and Pastoral Care/ Sacramentos y Cuidado Pastoral 

Infant Baptisms & Adult Sacraments: Contact  
Deacon Jacob Rodriguez for registration. 

Confessions: Every Saturday in the Chapel from 
3:30pm-4:30pm or by appointment during the week. 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made 6 months in 
advance with a priest. 

Sweet Sixteen: Celebrated for parish members who 
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

Anointing of the Sick: Available upon need.  
   Hospital patients may ask to see the priest chaplain. 

Bautismos Infantiles y Sacramentos para Adultos:  
Hable con el Diacono Rodríguez para registraciones. 

Confesiones: Cada sábado en la capilla de 3:30pm-
4:30pm o por cita durante la semana. 

Bodas: Arreglos deben hacerse 6 meses en avance 
con un sacerdote. 

Quinceaños: Solamente para miembros  de la  
parroquia que han recibido la Confirmación.  

Unción de los Enfermos: Disponible por necesidad.  
Pacientes de hospital pueden pedir ver el capellán. 



 

SATURDAY, JULY 25 (Saint James) 
 5:00pm Msgr. Celsus Collini, Msgr. Vincent A. Keane, 
   Ann Feeney (For Healing) 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 26 (17th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am John Pham Duc Duy 
 9:00am Bernardino Petruso,  Raffaele Carullo e 
   Francesco Salamone 
 9:30am Eimma Carolina Rodriguez & Felipe Suarez 
 11:00am Rose Tavano 
 12:30pm Bianca Jarrin De Lavayen, Concepción García 
   Astudillo en su sexto aniversario de muerte, 
   Daniel García Hernández (Cumpleaños) 
 3:00pm For our Parish Family 
 

MONDAY, JULY 27 
 8:00am Msgr. Cuong M. Pham & Priests of our Parish 
 12:00pm The Poor Soul of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 28 
 8:00am Marianna DiVittorio 
 12:00pm Luis Fernando Alvarado Pasimino 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 
 8:00am Joseph Dat Tran (1st Anniversary) 
 12:00pm Adolfo Mont’Etna 
 

THURSDAY, JULY 30 
 8:00am Tracy O’Donnell 
 12:00pm Vito Avena 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 31 
 8:00am Raffaele & Sabbia Carullo and Family 
 12:00pm Dr. Allison Angelilli (Living) 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 
 8:00am  Deceased Members of the Min & Suh Family 
 5:00pm Paul Dennis (Death Anniversary)   
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 
 8:00am Carmelle Liautaud (Memorial) 
 9:30am Maria Nguyen (Death Anniversary), 
    Anna Doan Su (Death Anniversary) 
 11:00am Carol Gigante 
 12:30pm Fabio Salcedo, Manuel & Lucia Puente, Eva, 
   Elvira & Faustino Vasquez, Flora Castillo  
 Castro, Leticia Cuellar en su primer Aniversario de  
 muerte, Consepcion Garcia Astudillo en su sexto  
 aniversario de muerte, Tereza Gonzalez Verdejo 
 3:00pm For our Parish Family 

MEMORIAL OFFERING THIS WEEK 
The Altar Bread & Wine are being offered for Bernardino 

Petruso & Raffaele Carullo, by Anthony, Rosalia,  
Margherita, Charlie & Kids 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS REPORT 

Last Week: $4,522     Last Year: $5,705 
 

Faith Direct June 2026: $5,140 
ParishSoft June 2026: $5,661 

 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
We will have second collections taken after communion 
on the following dates. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

July 25/26: Next weekend we our second collection will 
be to cover Air Conditioning expenses for the summer. 

 
INFANT BAPTISMS  

Any parent who wishes to baptize their child must call the 
parish office and ask to speak with Deacon Jacob to  
schedule an in person appointment. Please bring the 
child’s Birth Certificate and $100 donation.  
 

There is a mandatory Preparation Meeting for parent and 
godparents the Tuesday before the baptism at 6:00pm in 
the Parish Institute. The Baptism Ceremony will take place 
in the main church at 12:00pm. 
 

PREPARATION MEETING CEREMONY 
August 18, 2026  August 22, 2026 
September 22, 2026  September 26, 2026 
October 20   October 24 
November 24   November 28 
NO BAPTISMS IN DECEMBER  

 
BAUTISMOS  

Cualquier padre que quisiera bautizar a su niño/a debe 
llamar la oficina parroquial y hablar con el diacono Jacob 
para agenda una cita en persona. Por favor traiga el acta 
de nacimiento del niño/a y la donación de $100. 
 

Hay una clase pre bautismal mandatorio para padres y  
padrinos el martes antes de la ceremonia a las 6:00pm en 
el instituto parroquial. La ceremonia tomara lugar en la 
Iglesia principal a las 12:00pm. 
 

CLASE PRE-BAUTISMAL  CEREMONIA 
4 de agosto 2026  8 de agosto 2026 
8 de septiembre   12 de septiembre  
6 de octubre   10 de octubre 
10 de noviembre  14 de noviembre 
8 de diciembre   12 de diciembre 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

THIS WEEK 



GROUP AND SOCIETY MEETINGS  
IN OUR PARISH INSTITUTE 

 

Sunday, July 26 

9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistad #14 Nazareth 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5         Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9           Ascension 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo         Guadalupe A/B 

Monday, July 27 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro Guadalupano             Lourdes A/B 

Tuesday, July 28 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi Practice  Balcony 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter   Guadalupe A/B+ 
           Fatima 
6:30pm—9:00pm Jornada Equipo Meeting Lourdes A/B 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro #1   Nazareth 

Thursday, July 30 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary         Guadalupe A/B 

Friday, July 31 
6:30pm—9:00pm Practica Coro de Niños Fatima 

Saturday, August 1 
9:00am—11:00am Reuion de Amistad #15 Fatima 
9:00am—1:00pm AA Meeting  Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Practica Coro de Niños Lourdes A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir  Nazareth 
5:00pm—7:00pm Ministerio de Consolacion Fatima 

Sunday, August 2 

9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5         Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9           Ascension 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo         Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community  Lourdes A/B 
2:00pm—3:00pm Grupo de Amistad  Fatima 

If you are discerning your vocation and have 
questions or need to talk through your  
discernment, contact Fr. Chris Bethge,  
Vocation Director at 718-827-2454 or email at  
cbethge@cathedralprep.org 

 
PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

Prayer is one of the most powerful 
tools we have. It's a way for us to 
communicate with God and obtain His 
divine intervention. It can help sick 
people get well again and also gives 
us the strength in our own weakness 
and suffering. To add names to our 
Prayer List, please contact the parish 
office. There is no cost for enrolling people onto this 
list. We are currently praying for Joan Gravalese,  
Eileen Maturi, Guadalupe Paez, Kevin O’Neil, Mary 
Danyluk, & Dmytro Danyluk. 
 

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 
We remember our deceased loved ones by having 
them prayed for at Mass on every first Friday of the 
month (the day traditionally dedicated to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus) as a meaningful way to express our 
love. Enrollment is $20 per name. Those enrolled the 
Purgatorial Society will be remembered for a whole 
year. We have currently enrolled: Marianna DiVitto-
rio, John Christopher Immordino, Julio Velazco,  
Carmela Velazco, Ligia Velazco, Hugo Velazco,  
Soraya Ortega, Anna Danyluk, Eugenio Acevedo, 
Miguelina Acevedo & Marilyn Rosario. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament as “the 
Mass held in contemplation.”  
Devotion to the Eucharist will take 
place on Friday, August 7, 2026.  
Exposition and Adoration will take place right after 
the 8:00am Mass and will conclude with Solemn Ben-
ediction before the start of the 12 Noon Mass. 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The Knights of Columbus have established a council 
in our parish. They are looking for men to join the 
Order. You must be a man, at least eighteen years 
old and be in union with the Catholic Church. If you 
are interested go to KofC.org/JoinUs or contact John 
O’Connell at surferrobz0398@gmail.com. The 
Knights meet in the parish institute at 8:00pm every 
second Wednesday of the month. 
 

ROSARY SOCIETY MEETINGS 

There will be no Rosary Society meetings for the 
month of August. Meetings will resume in  
September. The Rosary Society welcomes all ladies 
over 15 years old. Refreshments will be served. 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

 We ask everyone to prayerfully consider making a donation to 
the 2026 Annual Catholic Appeal. As of July 20, 2026 we have 
121 donors who have pledged $51,650, from which $42,740 
have been received. 

 
CAMPAÑA CATOLICA ANUAL  

Les pedimos a todos, por favor considerar hacer una promesa a 
la campaña Católica Anual del 2026. A partir del 20 de julio,  
tenemos a 121 donantes, quienes han prometido $51,650 de 
cuales $42,740 han sido recibidos. 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART July 26, 2026 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

One of the unexpected blessings of these past few 
weeks has been watching Father Joe Pham prepare for 
his move to California. After forty-four years of faithful 
priestly ministry here at Our Lady of Mount Carmel,  
he simply cannot take everything with him. If you know 
Father Joe, you know that this is no small task. 

Over the years, he has become something of a  
collector—not because he simply liked collecting 
things, but because he had an eye for beauty where 
others saw only something old, broken, or no longer 
useful. Lamps, clocks, radios, paintings, statues,  
furniture, tools, books, antiques—you name it.  
With remarkable patience and skill, he restored  
countless items and gave them new life. His rooms in 
the rectory gradually became filled with what he  
lovingly considered his “treasures.” 

As Father Joe prepares to leave, many parishioners have been stopping by to receive one of these treasured  
possessions. A few days ago, he asked our seminarians to help sort through the remaining items. There were still  
beautiful lamps, antique clocks, electronics, furniture, clothing, decorative pieces—and shelves filled with books.  
Naturally, Father Joe encouraged them to take whatever they liked. 

Later that afternoon, I could not resist asking them: “Is that really all you took?” They smiled, “Yes, Monsignor.”  
“But there were so many wonderful things. Why did each of you take only a few books?” One seminarian answered  
quietly, “Because we wanted something that Father Joe himself treasured. If these books helped shape his  
priesthood, perhaps they can help shape ours.” 

His answer floored me. In that moment, I realized they had not come looking for Father Joe's possessions. They had 
come looking for what had helped form Father Joe. They had discovered the real treasure in the room. 

And then I thought of King Solomon in this Sunday’s first reading. When God invited him to ask for anything he desired, 
Solomon did not ask for riches, power, or a long life. He asked for an understanding heart, because he knew that  
wisdom is worth more than wealth (cf. 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12).  

The same theme echoes throughout today's Scriptures. The psalmist proclaims that God's word is more precious than 
gold (cf. Ps 119:57). Jesus tells us about a man who discovers a hidden treasure and a merchant who finds a pearl of 
great price (cf. Mt 13:44-52). Both immediately recognize what others have overlooked and gladly give up everything 
else because they know they have found something infinitely more valuable. 

Perhaps that is the question these readings place before each of us: Have I recognized what is truly valuable? 

Every day the world tells us to pursue more—more money, more success, more possessions. Yet the treasures that 
matter most can never be bought. Faith. Wisdom. Holiness. Character. A heart that knows and loves God. These are 
treasures that cannot be packed into a moving truck, cannot be left behind in a room, and cannot be taken from us by 
time. 

St. Paul reminds us that “all things work for good for those who love God” (Rom 8:28). Even saying goodbye to Father 
Joe has become an opportunity to rediscover what truly lasts. Perhaps our seminarians understood that better than 
any of us. 

As Father Joe begins this new chapter of his life in California, we thank God for his forty-four years of faithful service. 
May we also ask the Lord for the wisdom of Solomon—the wisdom to recognize the real treasure in our own lives.  
For once we have found Christ, we have found the only treasure that truly lasts. 

May God bless you and your loved ones. 

Msgr. “John” Cuong M. Pham 



Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 

Una de las alegrías inesperadas de estas últimas 
semanas ha sido ver al Padre Joe Pham prepararse para 
su traslado a California. Después de cuarenta y cuatro 
años de fiel ministerio sacerdotal en Nuestra Señora del 
Monte Carmelo, ha llegado el momento de hacer 
maletas. Y quienes conocen al Padre Joe saben que eso 
no es nada fácil. 

Con los años llegó a ser un gran coleccionista. Pero no 
coleccionaba simplemente por coleccionar. Tenía un don 
para descubrir belleza donde otros solo veían objetos 
viejos, dañados o sin valor. Lámparas, relojes, radios, 
pinturas, imágenes, muebles, herramientas, libros, 
antigüedades… Con paciencia y habilidad restauró 
innumerables objetos y les dio una nueva vida. Poco a 
poco, sus habitaciones en la rectoría se fueron llenando 
de lo que él llamaba con cariño sus “tesoros”. 

Ahora que está por partir, muchos feligreses han pasado a despedirse y a llevarse alguno de esos recuerdos. Hace unos 
días, el Padre Joe pidió a nuestros seminaristas que le ayudaran a organizar lo que aún quedaba. Aún quedaban 
hermosas lámparas, relojes antiguos, aparatos electrónicos, muebles, ropa, objetos decorativos… y estantes llenos de 
libros. Como siempre, les dijo que tomaran lo que quisieran. 

Más tarde no pude evitar preguntarles: “¿Eso fue todo lo que se llevaron?” Sonrieron, “Sí, Monseñor.” “¡Pero había 
tantas cosas buenas! ¿Por qué escogieron solamente unos libros?” 

Uno de ellos respondió con sencillez, “Porque queríamos llevarnos algo que el Padre Joe realmente apreciaba. Si estos 
libros ayudaron a formar su sacerdocio, quizás también puedan ayudar a formar el nuestro.” 

Su respuesta me dejó sin palabras. En ese momento comprendí que ellos no habían venido buscando las pertenencias 
del Padre Joe. Habían venido buscando aquello que había ayudado a formar al Padre Joe. Habían descubierto el 
verdadero tesoro de aquella habitación. 

Y enseguida pensé en el rey Salomón en la primera lectura de este domingo. Cuando Dios le dijo que pidiera lo que 
quisiera, Salomón no pidió riquezas, poder ni una vida larga. Pidió un corazón sabio, porque comprendía que la sabiduría 
vale mucho más que el dinero (cfr. 1 Reyes 3, 5. 7-12). 

Ese mismo mensaje recorre toda la liturgia de este domingo. El salmista nos recuerda que la Palabra de Dios vale más 
que el oro (cfr. Salmo 118, 57). Jesús habla de un tesoro escondido y de una perla de gran valor (cfr. Mateo 13, 44-52). 
Quienes los encuentran reconocen inmediatamente lo que otros no supieron ver y, llenos de alegría, están dispuestos a 
dejarlo todo porque han encontrado algo infinitamente mejor. 

Quizá esa sea también la pregunta que el Señor nos hace hoy: ¿He descubierto lo que realmente tiene valor? 

Cada día el mundo nos invita a buscar más: más dinero, más éxito, más cosas. Pero los tesoros más importantes no se 
pueden comprar. La fe. La sabiduría. La santidad. Un corazón que conoce y ama a Dios. Esos son los tesoros que no 
caben en un camión de mudanza y que el paso del tiempo nunca podrá quitarnos. 

San Pablo nos recuerda que “todo contribuye para el bien de los que aman a Dios” (Rom 8, 28). Incluso despedirnos del 
Padre Joe puede ayudarnos a redescubrir lo que verdaderamente permanece. Tal vez nuestros seminaristas lo 
entendieron mejor que todos nosotros. 

Al comenzar el Padre Joe esta nueva etapa de su vida en California, demos gracias a Dios por sus cuarenta y cuatro años 
de fiel servicio sacerdotal. Pidámosle al Señor la sabiduría de Salomón: la sabiduría para reconocer el verdadero tesoro 
en nuestra propia vida. Porque cuando encontramos a Cristo, encontramos el único tesoro que dura para siempre. 

Que Dios los bendiga abundantemente a ustedes y a sus familias. 

Mons. “Juan” Cuong M. Pham  

DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 26 de julio, 2026 







J U L Y   1 9 ,   2 0 2 6 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Jornada & Sagrado Corazon groups extends their heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who participated in and supported our Artist & Flea Market on July 18 and 19. Despite the downpour on  
Saturday, our vendors remained patient and hopeful and thanks to God, we had a beautiful sunny day on 
Sunday, allowing us to set up tables outdoors. We are especially grateful to our vendors, volunteers,  
organizers, and all the parishioners and visitors who stopped by, made purchases, enjoyed the food, and 
helped create such a joyful community gathering. Your generosity and enthusiastic support made the event a 
wonderful success.  
 
Raffle Winners/ Ganadores de la Rifa: Ana Sanchez, Ana Montalvo, Francisca Vargas, Acela Verdejo,  
y Julia Soriano! Felicidades!  
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