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MAss TIMES

WEEKEND: Saturday Vigil 5:00PM

SUNDAY: 8:00AM (English), 9:00AM (italian- Every 2™
& 4"Sunday in the Chapel), 9:30AM (Bilingual),
10:30AM (Czech-Slovak in the Chapel), 11:00AM
(English), 12:30PM (Spanish), 3:00 PM (Vietnamese)

WEEKDAY: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, Saturday 8:00AM

FIRST FRIDAYS: 7:30 PM (Spanish)
HoLy DAYs: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, 7:30PM (Bilingual)
HoLIDAYS: 9:00AM

Infant Baptisms & Adult Sacraments: Contact
Deacon Jacob Rodriguez for registration.

Confessions: Every Saturday in the Chapel from
3:30pm-4:30pm or by appointment during the week.

Weddings: Arrangements must be made 6 months
in advance with a priest.

Sweet Sixteen: Celebrated for parish members who
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Anointing of the Sick: Available upon need.
Hospital patients may ask to see the priest chaplain.

»

EASTER SUNDAY

“Do not be afraid! | know that you are seeking Jesus the
crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said.
Come and see the place where he lay."” - Mt 28:5b-6

Ezcerpts from tho Loctiooary for Maes ©2001, 1968, 1970 CCD.

OFFICE HOURS

Weekday: 9:00am—38:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am—5:00pm

Bautismos Infantiles y Sacramentos para Adultos:
Hable con el Diacono Rodriguez para registraciones.

Confesiones: Cada sabado en la capilla de 3:30pm-
4:30pm o por cita durante la semana.

Bodas: Arreglos deben hacerse 6 meses en avance
con un sacerdote.

Quinceaiios: Solamente para miembros de la
parroquia que han recibido la Confirmacidn.

Uncidn de los Enfermos: Disponible por necesidad.
Pacientes de hospital pueden pedir ver el capellan.

23-25 Newtown Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102 | Tel. 718.278.1834 | www.mountcarmelastoria.org




MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4
8:00pm  Gilberto & Neida Martinez Sr., Gerlando Graci,
Rosa Bustamante Camacho, Dagoberto Guillermo
Magallanes Perez, Abdel Halim Majid, William & Alice Cathor,
Sara Emilia Bustamante Carillo, Roberto Carrion Garcia, Frank
& Celia Danielo, Teresa Sanchez, Amadeo Gonzalez
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD, APRIL 5

8:00am  Maria Garovillas
9:00am Raffaele Carullo
9:30am  Timothy Rojas, Proculo Monge Domingues, The

Deceased members of the Pham Family, Living &
deceased Members of Our Parish’s Rosary Society, Por el
bienestar espiritual de Miriam Arturo Valderas y Dolores
Morena Solarno, y por El Grupo Altagraciano
11:00am Mario Nacinovich (Birthday Memorial)
12:30pm Flora Castillo Castro, Mercedes Beck, José Andrade,

Manuela & Lucia Puente, Eva, Ervira & Faustino
Vazquez, Fabio Salcedo, Constantina & Pedro Rojas, Guillermo
Macias Castillo
3:00pm For the People of the Parish

MONDAY, APRIL 6
9:00am  Gaspare Barretta
TUESDAY, APRIL 7
8:00am  Raffaele & Sabbia Carullo and Family
12:00pm Goffredo Barretta
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8
8:00am  Maria Rosa & Gangaraga
12:00pm Rocco & Assunta D’Angelo
THURSDAY, APRIL 9
8:00am  Joseph John Alvarez (Birthday Memorial)
12:00pm Forgotten Souls in Purgatory
FRIDAY, APRIL 10
8:00am In Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered
12:00pm Genevieve “Gen” Gallagher
SATURDAY, APRIL 11
8:00am  Anka Drazic
5:000m  Angelo Ciccotelli, Joseph Sumberac, Kevin Kelly Sr.,
Mario Silva, Andrew Rueda
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, APRIL 12

8:00am  Maureen Avery (Living—For Health)

9:00am  Divina Misericordia/ Beata Madre Zangara

9:30am John Thu Pham, Anibal Javier, Faustino Flores
Donald Sanchez, Genevieve Gallagher, Soledad
Gutierrez Bueno

11:00am Our Parish’s Jornada Group

12:30pm Luis Lavayen Vasques, Wilfredo Ponce,
Constantina & Pedro Rojas, Irene Luna de la Rosa,

Feliciano Verdejo, Miguel Tenecela, Edisson Nivicela,

Maria Cornelia Ocampo (5° Aniversario), Jason Osorio
(1" Aniversario), En Honor al Sefior de la Divina Misericordia
3:00pm For the People of the Parish

VOTIVE OFFERINGS AND MEMORIALS

Purgatorial & Mass Intentions: $20
Weekly Altar Flowers: $75

Bread and Wine, Sanctuary Lamp & Altar Candles
are $35

The Tree of Life: (Please visit the parish office)

Gift categories include:

Silver Leaf: $500.00
Gold Leaf: $1,000.00
Gold Rock at Base of Tree: $2,500.00

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS THIS WEEK

The Alar Bread & Wine are being offered for
Mercedes Beck, by Nora Abreu

The Altar Candles are being offered for
Raftaele Carullo, by Tony & Nina and Children

SECOND COLLECTIONS

We will have second collections taken after
communion on the following dates.

April 5— For our Retired Priests

April 12—Our Parish Maintenance

April 26— Catholic Home Missions: Nearly 40% of
dioceses in the USA are unable to fund the
essential pastoral work their communities need.
Your support helps them meet these faith
formation and sacramental needs.

SEGUNDA COLECTA

Tendremos una segunda colecta después de la
comunion en las siguientes fechas.

5 de abril— Por nuestros Sacerdotes Jubilados

12 de abril— Nuestro Mantenimiento Parroquial
26 de abril— Misiones Catolicas Domesticas: Casi
40% de las diocesis de los EE.UU. No tienen los
fondos para el trabajo pastoral esencial en
comunidades en necesidad. Su apoyo es para
proporcionar formacion en la fe y los sacramentos.

2026 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

We have now begun the 2026 Annual Catholic
Appeal. We ask everyone to prayerfully consider
making a donation. As of March 23, 2026 we have
46 donors who have pledged $18,155, from which
$11,510 have been received.

CAMPANA CATOLICA ANUAL 2025

Hemos comenzado la Camparia Catdlica Anual del
2026. Les pedimos a todos, por favor considerar
hacer una promesa este afio. A partir del 23 de
marzo, tenemos a 46 donantes, quienes han
prometido 518,155 de cuales 511,510 han sido
recibidos.




Sunday, April 5
8:00am—10:00am

9:30am—10:30am
9:30am—11:00am
10:00am—11:00am
10:00am—12:00pm
10:00am—12:30pm
10:00am—1:00pm
10:00am—4:00pm
1:00pm—7:30pm

Monday, April 6
5:00pm—9:00pm

Tuesday, April 7
11:00am—5:00pm
5:00pm—9:00pm
5:30pm—7:00pm
6:00pm—7:00pm
6:00pm—9:00pm

7:00pm—9:00pm

Wednesday, April 8
7:30pm—10:00pm
8:00pm—10:00pm

Thursday, April 9
10:00am—11:30am
7:30pm—9:30pm
7:30pm—10:00pm

GROUP AND SOCIETY MEETINGS

Lourdes A/B
Nazareth

Italian Community

Grupo de Amistad #14
Grupo de Amistad #5 Assumption
Grupo de Amistad #9 Ascension
Spanish OCIA Fatima & Upper Room
Cursillo Guadalupe A

Czech Mass Guadalupe B
Jornada Food Sale Gym
Viet. Easter Celebr. Guadalupe A/B
CYO Gym

Community Baby Shower
CYo Gym
Mariachi Practice Balcony Room
PreBaptism Instruction Lourdes A/B
Marriage Encounter Guadalupe A/B

Gym

+Fatima
Practica de Coro #1 Nazareth
CYo Gym
Knights of Columbus Guadalupe B
Legion of Mary Guadalupe A/B
OLMC Jornada Group  Guadalupe A
CYo Gym

PARISH REGISTRATION

We encourage all

who worship with us to consider

Friday, April 10
5:00pm—10:00pm
6:30pm—9:00pm
6:30pm—9:00pm

Saturday, April 11
9:00am—5:00pm
9:00am—1:00pm
9:00am—11:00am
10:00am—12:00pm
10:00am—1:00pm
1:00pm—4:00pm
4:00pm—10:00pm
5:00pm—7:00pm
5:00pm—7:00pm
5:00pm—10:00pm

Sunday, April 5
8:00am—11:30am

9:00am—9:00pm
9:30am—11:00am
10:00am—11:00am
10:00am—12:00pm
10:00am—12:30pm
10:00am—1:00pm
2:00pm—3:00pm

CYo Gym
OLMC Youth Group Guadalupe A/B
Practica de Nifios Lourdes A/B
CYo Gym
AA Meeting Guadalupe A/B
Reunion de Amistad #15 Fatima
Coro de Nifios Assumption
Lessons in Faith Lourdes A/B
Reception Guadalupe A/B
Adult Sewing Group Lourdes A/B
Ministerio de Consolacion Fatima
Bilingual Choir Practice Nazareth
Set Up-Divine Mercy Gym
Italian Community Lourdes A/B
Divine Mercy Celebration Gym
Grupo de Amistad #5 Assumption
Grupo de Amistad #9 Ascension

Spanish OCIA Fatima & Upper Room

Cursillo Guadalupe A
Czech Mass Guadalupe B
Grupo de Amistad #14 Fatima

INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS

Preparation Meeting

Tuesday-6:00pm-Institute

April 21, 2026
May 19, 2026

registering to our parish. Please return this form in the jyne 23,2026
collection or drop it off at the parish office. Your jyly 21,2026
participation will strengthen your sense of belonging in

God’s family.

Name(s):

Address:

Apt

City

Al

Telephone:

E-mail:

PLEASE MARK ONE:
[ ] New Registration

PLEASE MARK ONE:
[ ]! prefer envelopes

[ ] Change of Address

[ ]! prefer E-giving

August 18, 2026
September 22, 2026
October 20
November 24

Baptism Ceremony
12:00pm-Main Church

April 25, 2026

May 23, 2026

June 27, 2026

July 25, 2026
August 22, 2026
September 26, 2026
October 24
November 28

NO ENGLISH BAPTISMS IN DECEMBER

Reunion de Preparac

Martes-6:00pm-Instituto

7 de abril 2026

5 de mayo 2026

9 djunio 2026

7 de julio 2026

4 de agosto 2026
8 de septiembre

6 de octubre

10 de noviembre
8 de diciembre

Ceremonia de Bautismo
12:00pm-Iglesia

ion

11 de abril 2026
9 de mayo 2026
13 de junio 2026
11 de julio 2026
8 de agosto 2026
12 de septiembre
10 de octubre

14 de noviembre
12 de diciembre




FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART April 5, 2026

Dear friends in Christ,
“Christ is Risen! Alleluia!”

What a joy it is to greet you with these triumphant words this Easter! |§
They are more than just a seasonal greeting—they are the very heart of who
we are as Christians. Christ’s Resurrection is not only a moment in history, but Sk
the victory that gives meaning to our lives today: light has overcome g
darkness, grace has conquered sin, and life has triumphed over death. ‘

One of the most beautiful things about the Easter story is its sense of
movement. The Gospel is alive with it: Mary Magdalene runs to tell Peter and
John that the tomb is empty. They run to see for themselves. Mary remains, &
and in her waiting, she sees the Risen Lord—and then she runs again to share
the Good News. That’s the Church at her best: not standing still, but going
forth with joy.

We are meant to be like Mary Magdalene—so moved by our encounter with Jesus that we cannot help but share it.
She is the first witness of the Resurrection, and she shows us what it means to be missionary disciples—running,
proclaiming, living the Good News with our whole lives.

Each year at the Easter Vigil, I’'m struck by that powerful moment when the new Paschal Candle is carried into the dark
church. From one small flame, light begins to spread, until the whole church is glowing. That image stays with me—
because it speaks of hope. It reminds me that even the smallest light, shared in love, can change everything. And it
reminds me of you—each one of you holding your light in faith, and sharing it with the world.

These are challenging times we’re living in. There’s much in our world and in our own country that feels uncertain or
divided. But Easter is God’s definitive answer to fear and despair: Christ is Risen! And because of that, we can never
give up hope. Now more than ever, the world needs what we have—the light of Christ, alive in us. St. Paul says,
“If Christ has not been raised, then our faith is in vain” (1 Cor 15:14). But He has been raised—and that changes
everything. So let’s live like people who believe it. Let’s be Easter People—not just in word, but in the way we love,
serve, forgive, and go forth. Let’s be “running disciples,” like Mary and Peter and John—people who move with joy
because we’ve encountered the Risen Lord.

And here’s something beautiful to remember: Easter is not just a day, it’s a season—a full 50 days, leading us to the
great feast of Pentecost. The Church, in her wisdom, knows that such a great mystery needs time to sink in, to shape
us, to transform us. And at the heart of this season is what we call the Octave of Easter—the eight days from Easter
Sunday to Divine Mercy Sunday—which the Church celebrates as if each day were Easter itself. That’s how important
this feast is. That’s how much joy we’re meant to carry—not for one morning, but for a lifetime.

So don’t rush past the Resurrection. Let it continue to fill you, inspire you, and change you. Let the light of Easter
permeate your daily life—your relationships, your work, your family, your prayer. Let the Risen Lord walk with you
throughout these 50 days and beyond.

To all who served so generously during Lent and Holy Week—our clergy, staff, volunteers, and ministers—thank you
from the bottom of my heart. Your faith and dedication are a blessing to us all. And to our newly baptized and
confirmed brothers and sisters: welcome to the family! Your courage and commitment inspire us. We rejoice with you,
and we will walk this journey of faith together with you.

This Easter, may the light of Christ fill your hearts and your homes. May His peace surround you, His love sustain you,
and His joy move you to go forth and share the Good News.

With love and Easter blessings,

Msgr. “John” Cuong M. Pham




DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 5 de abril, 2026

Queridos amigos en Cristo,

iCristo ha resucitado! jAleluya!

iQué alegria poder saludarlos con estas palabras triunfales en esta Pascua! Son §
mucho mas que un saludo de temporada: son el corazén mismo de lo que &
somos como cristianos. La Resurreccién de Cristo no es solo un acontecimiento &
del pasado, sino la victoria que da sentido a nuestra vida hoy: la luz ha vencido
a las tinieblas, la gracia ha vencido al pecado, y la vida ha triunfado sobre la
muerte.

Uno de los aspectos mds hermosos del relato pascual es su sentido de
movimiento. El Evangelio esta lleno de vida: Maria Magdalena corre a avisar a §
Pedro y a Juan que el sepulcro estd vacio. Ellos corren a comprobarlo. Maria se
queda, y en su espera, ve al Sefior resucitado—y luego corre nuevamente para
compartir la Buena Nueva. Esa es la Iglesia en su mejor expresién: no inmovil,
sino que sale al encuentro con alegria.

Estamos llamados a ser como Maria Magdalena—tan transformados por nuestro encuentro con Jesus que no podemos
guardarlo para nosotros. Ella es la primera testigo de la Resurreccién, y nos ensefia lo que significa ser discipulos
misioneros: correr, anunciar, y vivir la Buena Nueva con todo nuestro ser.

Cada afio, en la Vigilia Pascual, me conmueve profundamente ese momento poderoso en el que el Cirio Pascual es
llevado a la iglesia oscura. De una sola llama, la luz comienza a propagarse, hasta que todo el templo resplandece.
Esa imagen permanece en mi corazdn porque habla de esperanza. Me recuerda que incluso la luz mas pequeiia,
compartida con amor, puede cambiarlo todo. Y me hace pensar en ustedes—cada uno sosteniendo su luz con fe, y
compartiéndola con el mundo.

Vivimos tiempos dificiles. Hay mucha incertidumbre y divisién en nuestro mundo y también en nuestro pais. Pero la
Pascua es la respuesta definitiva de Dios al miedo y a la desesperanza: jCristo ha resucitado! Y por eso, nunca podemos
perder la esperanza. Hoy mds que nunca, el mundo necesita lo que nosotros tenemos: la luz de Cristo, viva en
nosotros. San Pablo nos dice: “Si Cristo no ha resucitado, vana es nuestra fe” (cf. 1 Cor 15,14). Pero El ha resucitado, y
eso lo cambia todo. Vivamos, entonces, como personas que verdaderamente lo creen. Seamos un Pueblo Pascual, no
solo de palabra, sino en la manera en que amamos, servimos, perdonamos, y salimos al encuentro de los demas.
Seamos “discipulos que corren”, como Maria, Pedro y Juan—personas movidas por la alegria de haber encontrado al
Sefior Resucitado.

Y algo hermoso para recordar: la Pascua no es solo un dia, ies una temporada! Cincuenta dias completos de
celebracidn, que culminan en la gran fiesta de Pentecostés. La Iglesia, en su sabiduria, sabe que este misterio tan
grande necesita tiempo para profundizarse en el corazén, para transformarnos poco a poco. Y en el centro de esta
temporada estd la Octava de Pascua: los ocho dias que van desde el Domingo de Resurreccidén hasta el Domingo de la
Divina Misericordia. La Iglesia celebra cada uno de esos dias como si fuera el mismo dia de Pascua, lo cual muestra la
grandeza y la alegria de esta solemnidad.

Asi que no pasemos rapido por la Resurreccién. Dejemos que siga llenandonos, inspirandonos y transformandonos.
Que la luz de Pascua penetre cada rincén de nuestra vida diaria—nuestras relaciones, nuestro trabajo, nuestra familia,
nuestra oracion. Que el Sefior Resucitado camine con nosotros durante estos cincuenta dias... y mas alla.

A todos los que han servido con tanta generosidad durante la Cuaresma y la Semana Santa—nuestros sacerdotes,
didconos, personal, voluntarios y ministros—gracias de todo corazén. Su fe y entrega son una verdadera bendicidn.
Y a nuestros hermanos y hermanas recién bautizados y confirmados: ibienvenidos a la familial Su valentia vy
compromiso nos llenan de alegria. Caminaremos juntos en esta hermosa aventura de la fe.

Que en esta Pascua, la luz de Cristo llene sus corazones y sus hogares. Que su paz los rodee, su amor los sostenga, y su
alegria los impulse a salir al mundo a compartir la Buena Nueva.

Con todo mi carifio y bendiciones pascuales,

Mons. “Juan” Cuong M. Pham




ROSARY SOCIETY MEETING

The next Rosary Society
meeting will be held on May
3, 2026 after the 9:30am
bilingual Mass, in the Lourdes
room. There will be no
meeting on Easter Sunday,
April 5, 2026. All ladies over
15 years old are welcome.
Refreshments will be served. Bring a friend!

OFFICE CLOSING

The parish office will be closed on Easter Monday, April 6,
2026. There will be only one English Mass celebrated in
the Upper Church at 9:00am. The office will reopen on
Tuesday, April 7th and will resume regular office schedule.

REGISTRACION PARROQUIAL

Registrarse permite que nuestra parroquia les pueda servir
sus necesidades espirituales. Por favor devuelva este
formulario en la colecta o déjelo en la oficina parroquial.
Su participacion fortalecerd su fe y su sentido de
pertenencia en la familia de Dios.

Nombre(s):

Direccién: Apt
Ciudad: Cadigo Postal
Teléfono:

E-mail:

POR FAVOR MARCAR:
[ ] Nueva Registracion [ ] Cambio de direccion

POR FAVOR MARCAR:

[ ] Prefiero Sobres [ ] Donaciones en linea
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FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament as “the Mass

the Eucharist will
Friday, May 1, 2026.
Exposition and Adoration will take
place right after the 8:00am Mass and
will conclude with Solemn Benediction
before the start of the 12 Noon Mass.

take place on

PRAYING FOR THE SICK

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools
we have. It's a way for us to communicate
with  God and obtain His divine
intervention. It can help sick people get
well again and also gives us the strength in
our own weakness and suffering. To add
names to our Prayer List, please contact
the parish office. There is no cost for
enrolling people onto this list. We are

currently praying for: William “Billy” Rumstick,
Jair Messias Bolsonaro & Maria Aparecida L. Berretta.
PURGATORIAL SOCIETY

We remember our deceased loved ones by
having them prayed for at Mass on every first /
Friday of the month (the day traditionally 'I'
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) as a /
meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment 4 d
is $20 per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society
will be remembered for a whole year. We have currently
enrolled: Margaret E. Curran, Frances McGowan, Andrew
Ippolito, Hirotaka Mori, Antonia Hernandez, Lucia
Puente, Fabio Salcedo, Menelio Palencia, Irene Luna de
la Rosa.

AWFYLLY
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FATHER HUNG’S TRAVEL AND VISA UPDATE

A As required by immigration law, religious workers who are not U.S. citizens must maintain valid
R-1 status, which at times requires traveling abroad to obtain a new visa when the current one
expires. Accordingly, our own Father Joseph Hung Tran will need to return to Vietnam, as his
| visa is set to expire on March 30. With Bishop Brennan’s permission, he will depart this Monday
1 and expects to remain there for one month. Let us pray that his application proceeds smoothly
8 and that he may soon return to us. The good news is that this process also helps advance him
| ) toward permanent residency in the United States.

VIAJE Y ACTUALIZACION DE VISA DEL PADRE HUNG

Segun las leyes de inmigracion, los trabajadores religiosos que no son ciudadanos deben
mantener vigente su visa R-1, lo cual en algunos casos requiere viajar al extranjero para obtener
una nueva visa cuando la actual vence. Por esta razén, nuestro Padre Joseph Hung Tran regresara
a Vietnam, ya que su visa vence el 30 de marzo. Con el permiso del Obispo Brennan, saldra este %
lunes y permanecera alli un mes. Oremos para que su tramite se desarrolle sin dificultades y que §
pueda regresar pronto con nosotros. La buena noticia es que este proceso también lo acerca

hacia la residencia permanente en los Estados Unidos. |

WHILE IT IS STILL DARK

If you are a person who is religious in any way, chances
are that at some point, someone has asked you to give a
A, EASTER SUNDAY

| meet lots of people who identify as spiritual but not
religious, lots of people who are more comfortable
splashing in the shallow end of belief but hesitating to
wade into the more uncertain depths of doctrine. So
when they ask the question "Why do you believe what
you believe?" it usually comes out as "Why do you go to EVERYTHING
ey wo CHANGED
They want to know why | come to this specific place at - f‘
« .
A,

this specific time. What am | expecting to happen?

We read that Mary Magdalene went to the tomb "while
it was still dark." | imagine she could not sleep. She was
traumatized. Grieving. Confused. Angry, perhaps.
Doubting? Maybe. It's possible. We cannot know what
was in her heart.

We only know what she did. We only know where she
went. And we know that it was dark, that the light of
Easter's dawn had not yet pierced the sky.

Often, | am grieving when | go to church, or angry, or
confused, or all three. | have gone many times with a
doubting and resentful heart.

Because, you see, it is still dark. The dawn of eternity,
which will illuminate all understanding, has not yet even
begun to creep across my horizon.

My answer to the question, when | am asked, is that | go
to church to Catholic Mass, specifically for the same
reason. Mary Magdalene went to the tomb. | go because
it is the last place | saw Christ, and | am desperate to see
him again.

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman



Fraternitas

Fraternity of Saint Pier Giorgio Frassati

0

s %

‘\
[ s 4% el S ] Please call or visit Our Lady of Mount Carmel-Astoria parish office

i and speak with Luis Sanchez for a registration form.
“[I.[HHA][ April 18, 2026
June 6, 2026

I H [ Saturday | 1- 5 PM | Cathedral Preparatory School

. and Seminary
‘ ‘{f 56-25 g2nd Street | Elmhurst, Queens
= ' A ";-:»“‘.‘. '-' o3

www.brooklynpriests.org

Rev. Chris Bethge, Vocation Director

718-827-2454

THIS WEEKEND’S GOSPEL MEDITATION

Zander Price was the fastest kid at my grade school. He won every race on Field Day. To me, his swiftness meant he
was the greatest. Zander was the best.
It's the same with the speediest Apostle on Easter morning. John tells us he "ran faster than Peter and arrived at
the tomb first." (John 20:4) But only after Peter entered did John go in, see the burial cloths, and believe. Here is a
symbol of two dimensions of the Church. John, the beloved disciple, represents the contemplative, mystical life:
affection, prayer, intimacy. Peter, the rock, represents the Church's institutional life: steady, authoritative,
structured...but slower.
Of course, John runs faster! Love is the heartbeat of Christian faith, so love will always arrive first. Peter's role is,
in a sense, secondary. He arrives later, but is still very much needed. John waits for him. The Church must be built,
balanced, protected, and led. Love without structure can vanish; structure without love becomes lifeless.
This dynamic is not just historical - it is personal. In you, there is a John who longs to run to the tomb in love.
Let him run! Pray, sing, love Jesus. There is also a Peter, who eventually gets to the tomb and takes charge. The Risen
Christ wants both. Remember: if you want to get to the mystery of Jesus' resurrection fast...love him, for love is best.
-Father John Muir



"‘" {‘ OLMC WELCOMES 'ﬁ“

YOU TO o 8

RECISTER FOR CCD
BEGCINNING MAY 1, 20

fe

< OF ‘\fIOU\,,,

LAST DAY FOR
REGCISTRATION IS
SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

1 child - $75
2 children (same parents)- $120
3 more children (same Parents ) - $160

Cx, S
URGH oF OVY

During The Month of May there is a discount!
1 child-$65. 2 children $100 and 3 or more siblings $140

First-time registrants must bring a copy of their birth
certificates and prior sacramental certificates.
No Registrations will be taken without full payment!

EASTER TRADITIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
I— | N . I I— |

SICILY

In the city of San Biagio Platani,
people build Archi di Pasqua or
Easter Arches. These are large,
building-like structures people
can walk under made entirely
of bread and other foods.

People fast from all meat products
for Fasika, the 55 days leading up
to Easter Sunday in Ethiopia. They
break their fast at Easter Supper,
a feast even more popular
than Christmas dinner there!

On Easter Monday, some Polish
people celebrate Smigus-Dyngus
or Wet Monday. People will
sneak up on and drench each
other with water using glasses
of water or even squirt guns!
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WHY IS THE EASTER SEASON SO LONG?
AND SHOULD WE BE DOING SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR IT?

You've probably noticed the priest continuing to wear white
vestments at the Sunday liturgy. While we celebrated Christ's
resurrection several weeks ago, the Easter season extends fifty
days - just over seven weeks - from Easter Sunday to Pentecost.
For most of that time about six weeks Jesus is still with the
disciples, teaching and encouraging them. The Easter season isn't
just a celebration of when Jesus is with us. At the Last Supper,
Jesus promised to send an "advocate" or "counselor when he left.
At the Ascension, he directs the disciples to await "power from |
on high" the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Ascension completes
the Paschal Mystery, beginning with Jesus' suffering and death
and continuing in the resurrection. But the Holy Spirit ushers in a
new era for the Church.

After spending weeks in prayer, fasting, and service during Lent,
it may seem odd that we don't widely have similar practices for
Easter. That doesn't mean you can't embrace the season!
Commit to taking moments of little joy throughout the weeks,
like random acts of kindness towards others. Consider reading
the Acts of the Apostles to learn more about the early Church or
picking up an Easter devotional to pray with. He is still risen %g
indeed! T

.....
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DIGGING DEEPER INTO THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE

First Reading: Peter testifies to others about what the Apostles
witnessed with the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Do you
ever share your faith with friends or family?

Second Reading: Paul encourages the Colossians to see ®
themselves as already risen with Christ, anticipating his return in
glory. Does anticipating Christ's return impact any of your daily
decision-making?

Gospel: Both the angel of the Lord and the risen Jesus greet
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary with these words of
comfort: "Do not be afraid." Who in your circle of friends or
family needs to be comforted this week?



Open House

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2026 AT 1PM

Register Today!
molloy.edu/openhouse26

I;i/l MOLLOY

U UNIVERSITY

UNITED FOR LIFE WALK

APRIL 11, 2026

Divine Mercy Saturday

S
FR. FIDELIS MOSCINSKI DIVINE MERCY
FRANCISCAN FRIAR

CELEBRATING LIFE LUNCHEON
Special Guests

~ ABBY [OHNSON
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

11:00 AM Arrival at
St. Agnes Church
143 East 43rd Street » NYC
12:10 PM Mass

1:00 PM Walk

CELEBRATING (U3
LUNCHEON
Connolly’s 47th Street » NYC
2:00 - 5:00 PM
ADM: $70 ¢ Seniors: $50
Young Adults: $50

Scan QR Code to
PURCHASE LUNCH
TICKETS and for info about
FREE BUS transportation
from Long Island.

www.unitedforlifeny.org

Clases Presenciales de Ingles Gratis

Segundo Idioma (ESL) Clases!

Iglesia Santa Rita

Martes & Jueves 9:30am-12:30pm
Martes & Jueves 6pm-9pm

Direceion: 36-25 11th Street
and City NY 11106

Para més informacin y registracidn por favor contactese con:
Susan.torres(@cchq.org

Cell: 929-343-2005

Kelly.ortizonofre(@cchq.org

Cell: 929-481-2204

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
Monev goes back to your local pamh
=My Car Went To Heaver

 DONATE YOUR AUTO

Running or Not

* IRS Tax Deduction * Free Towing
¢ Any Condition * Any Model

718-491-2525

Visit Us at svdpauto-brooklynqueens.org

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

Since 2014 alone, the Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
Donation Program has given back over $650,000 to local parishes
throughout the New York Metropolitan Area. Your donation has helped
many individuals in need in your neighborhood. Only through the
generosity of countless parishioners are we able to make a difference.
Please help us to continue to make a difference by spreading the word
to anyone you know that would like to donate a vehicle, running or not,
leaving a review on Google, and liking us on Social Media. Together we
can continue our mission in helping the less fortunate.

Help Spread the Word to help Those in Need!

Please Visit Us at svdpauto-hrooklyngueens.org é

Leave a Review on GO gle & (6]

Like us on[f}

Follow us on

With Much Thanks and Many Blessings,

Jim Shea

Associated Vincentian Charities Car Program Coordinator




