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MaAss TIMES
WEEKEND: Saturday Vigil 5:00PM

SUNDAY: 8:00AM (English), 9:00AM (italian- Every 2™

& 4™Sunday in the Chapel), 9:30AM (Bilingual),
10:30AM (Czech-Slovak in the Chapel), 11:00AM
(English), 12:30PM (Spanish), 3:00 PM (Vietnamese)

WEEKDAY: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, Saturday 8:00AM

FIRST FRIDAYS: 7:30 PM (Spanish)
HoLy DAYs: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, 7:30PM (Bilingual)
HoOLIDAYS: 9:00AM

Infant Baptisms & Adult Sacraments: Contact
Deacon Jacob Rodriguez for registration.

Confessions: Every Saturday in the Chapel from
3:30pm-4:30pm or by appointment during the week.

Weddings: Arrangements must be made 6 months
in advance with a priest.

Sweet Sixteen: Celebrated for parish members who
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Anointing of the Sick: Available upon need.
Hospital patients may ask to see the priest chaplain.

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026

PALM SUNDAY OF THE

PASSION OF THE LORD
Gia

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” - Mt 21:9

Excerpts from thu Lactionary fee Mazs ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD

OFFICE HOURS

Weekday: 9:00am—8:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am—5:00pm

Bautismos Infantiles y Sacramentos para Adultos:
Hable con el Diacono Rodriguez para registraciones.

Confesiones: Cada sabado en la capilla de 3:30pm-
4:30pm o por cita durante la semana.

Bodas: Arreglos deben hacerse 6 meses en avance
con un sacerdote.

Quinceaiios: Solamente para miembros de la
parroquia que han recibido la Confirmacidn.

Uncidn de los Enfermos: Disponible por necesidad.
Pacientes de hospital pueden pedir ver el capellan.

23-25 Newtown Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102 | Tel. 718.278.1834 | www.mountcarmelastoria.org




MASS INTENTIONS & SERVICES THIS WEEK

SATURDAY, MARCH 28

5:00pm Rosa Bustamante Camacho, Abdel Halim
Majid, Dagoberto Guillermo Magallanes
Perez, Sara Emilia Bustamante Carillo,

Roberto Carrion Garcia
PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD, MARCH 29

8:00am  Jenny Felicity Min (Living—Birthday)
9:00am Beata Pina Suriano
e Membri della Comunita Italiana
9:30am  For the Living & Deceased Members of
Our Parish’s Rosary Society, Samuel Toro
11:00am Anna D’Angelo (For Healing)
12:30pm Juana Templos (1 Aniversario), Santiago

Carty, Constantina & Pedro Rojas, Eusebio
Contreras, Paula Gomez (2 Aniverario), Ircelea Vidal
(3" Aniversario), Dolores Matos de Contreras, Julio Tobias
Guazhima, Maria Josefina Zhunio, Irene Luna de la Rosa
3:00pm For the People of the Parish
RECONCILIATION MONDAY, MARCH 30
8:00am  Julio Sonny Gonzalez
12:00pm Dominic & Annabell Fucile
TUESDAY, MARCH 31
8:00am  Ubaldo Lozano Juarez
12:00pm Armando Rodriguez
7:00pm  Siete Dolores de Maria
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1
8:00am  Deceased Members of the Min & Suh Families
12:00pm Jose Anibal Gutierrez (18th Anniversary)

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 2
7:30pm  Natale Forzano
*Adoration until Midnight*
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3

12:00pm Stations of the Cross

1:00pm Italian Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
3:00pm  English Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
6:30pm  Siete Ultimas Palabras de Nuestro Sefior
7:30pm  Liturgia de la Passion de Nuestro Sefior
9:00pm  Vietnamese Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4
10:00am Morning Prayer & Easter Food Blessing
8:00pm  Multi-lingual Easter Vigil
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD,
APRILS

8:00am  Maria Garovillas

9:00am Raffaele Carullo

9:30am  Timothy Rojas, Proculo Monge Domingues,
The Deceased members of the Pham

Family, the Living & deceased Members of

Our Parish’s Rosary Society, Por el bienestar espiritual de

Miriam Arturo Valderas y Dolores Morena Solarno, y por

El Grupo Altagraciano

11:00am Mario Nacinovich (Birthday Memorial)

12:30pm Flora Castillo Castro, Mercedes Beck, Jose

Andrade, Manuela & Lucia Puente, Eva, Ervira

& Faustino Vazquez, Fabio Salcedo, Constantina & Pedro
Rojas, Guillermo Macias Castillo

3:00pm For the People of the Parish

2026 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

We have now begun the 2026 Annual Catholic Appeal.
We ask everyone to prayerfully consider making a
donation. As of March 23, 2026, we have 46 donors who
have pledged $18,155, from which $11,510 have been
received.

CAMPANA CATOLICA ANUAL 2025

Hemos comenzado la Campaiia Catdlica Anual del 2026.
Les pedimos a todos, por favor considerar hacer una
promesa este afo. A partir del 23 de marzo, 2026,
tenemos a 46 donantes, quienes han prometido 518,155
de cuales 511,510 han sido recibidos.

CONTRIBUTIONS REPORT
Last Week: $5,630 Last Year: $6,166

Faith Direct January 2025: 55,215
Parish Soft January 2026: S5,496

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS THIS WEEK

The Alar Candles s being offered for
Mercedes Beck, by Nora Abreu

SECOND COLLECTIONS
We will have second collections taken after communion
on the following dates. We thank you for your
generosity.

April 5— For our Retired Priests
April 12—Our Parish Maintenance

SEGUNDA COLECTA
Tendremos una segunda colecta después de la comunidn
en las siguientes fechas. Les agradecemos su

generosidad.

5 de abril— Por nuestros Sacerdotes Jubilados
12 de abril— Nuestro Mantenimiento Parroquial




Sunday, March 29
8:00am—11:30am
9:00am—>5:00pm
9:30am—10:30am
9:30am—11:00am
10:00am—11:00am
10:00am—12:00pm
10:00am—12:30pm
10:00am—1:00pm
6:00pm—9:00pm

Monday, March 30
7:00am—5:00pm
5:00pm—9:00pm
7:00pm—9:00pm
7:00pm—9:00pm

Tuesday, March 31
7:00am—8:00pm
5:30pm—7:00pm
6:00pm—7:00pm
6:00pm—9:00pm

7:00pm—9:00pm

Wednesday, April 1
7:00am—4:00pm
4:00pm—7:30pm
7:30pm—10:00pm
7:30pm—9:00pm

GROUP AND SOCIETY MEETINGS

Italian Community Lourdes A/B
Practica Via Crucis Gym
Grupo de Amistad #14 Nazareth
Grupo de Amistad #5 Assumption
Grupo de Amistad #9 Ascension

Spanish OCIA Fatima & Upper Room

Cursillo Guadalupe A
Czech Mass Guadalupe B
Sagrado Corazon Guadalupe A
TYWLS Gym
CYO Gym
Coro Guadalupano Lourdes A/B
English OCIA Guadalupe A/B

TYLWS+ Event Gym
Mariachi Practice Balcony Room
PreBaptism Instruction Lourdes A/B

Marriage Encounter Guadalupe A/B
+Fatima
Practica de Coro #1 Nazareth
TYLWS Gym
Religious Education All Rooms
CYo Gym

7 Dolores (Coro Guad.) Guadalupe A

PARISH REGISTRATION

We encourage all who worship with us to consider

Thursday, April 2

7:00am—5:00pm  TYWLS Gym
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary Guadalupe A/B
5:30pm—7:30pm  Religious Education All Rooms
7:30pm—9:30pm  OLMC Jornada Group  Guadalupe A
7:30pm—10:00pm CYO Gym
Friday, April 3

7:00am—4:00pm  TYWLS Gym
5:00pm—10:00pm CYO Gym
6:30pm—9:00pm  OLMC Youth Group Lourdes A/B
6:30pm—9:00pm  Practica de Nifios Upper Room
6:30pm—9:00pm  Pasion de Maria Guadalupe A/B
Saturday, April 4

9:00am—9:00pm  Jornada Caminata Gym

9:00am—1:00pm
9:00am—11:00am

4:00pm—10:00pm
5:00pm—7:00pm
5:00pm—7:00pm
5:00pm—7:00pm
6:00pm—8:30pm

AA Meeting
Reunion de Amistad #15
10:00am—12:00pm Coro de Nifios

Adult Sewing Group
Ministerio de Consolacion
Bilingual Choir Practice
Lecturas Via Crucis
Coro Via Crucis

Guadalupe A/B

Upper Room
Guadalupe A/B

INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS

Preparation Meeting

Tuesday-6:00pm-Institute

April 21, 2026
May 19, 2026

registering to our parish. Please return this form in the jyne 23,2026
collection or drop it off at the parish office. Your jyly 21,2026
participation will strengthen your sense of belonging in

God’s family.

Name(s):

Address:

Apt

City

Al

Telephone:

E-mail:

PLEASE MARK ONE:
[ ] New Registration

PLEASE MARK ONE:
[ ]! prefer envelopes

[ ] Change of Address

[ ]! prefer E-giving

August 18, 2026
September 22, 2026
October 20
November 24

Baptism Ceremony
12:00pm-Main Church

April 25, 2026

May 23, 2026

June 27, 2026

July 25, 2026
August 22, 2026
September 26, 2026
October 24
November 28

NO ENGLISH BAPTISMS IN DECEMBER

Reunion de Preparacion
Martes-6:00pm-Instituto

7 de abril 2026

5 de mayo 2026

9 djunio 2026

7 de julio 2026

4 de agosto 2026
8 de septiembre

6 de octubre

10 de noviembre
8 de diciembre

Ceremonia de Bautismo
12:00pm-Iglesia

11 de abril 2026
9 de mayo 2026
13 de junio 2026
11 de julio 2026
8 de agosto 2026
12 de septiembre
10 de octubre

14 de noviembre
12 de diciembre

Fatima
Assumption
Lourdes A/B

Fatima
Nazareth




March 29, 2026

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we enter Holy Week, the most sacred and powerful time in our Church’s liturgical year, | invite you to step into this
journey not as a spectator, but as a participant. These days are filled with beauty, mystery, and transforming grace.
They are not only a remembrance of Christ’s Passion—they are an invitation to encounter His love and be renewed by
it.

We begin with Palm Sunday, echoing the joyful cries of the crowd as Jesus enters Jerusalem. But soon, we are led into
the deeper mystery of His mission: to suffer, to die, and to rise again—for us. At the heart of Holy Week is the Sacred
Triduum—three days that are truly one profound liturgy unfolding in time: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter
Vigil. We are invited to walk with Christ from the Upper Room to Calvary, and ultimately, to the Empty Tomb.

On Holy Thursday, we are brought into the intimacy of the Last Supper, where Jesus gives us two priceless gifts: the
Eucharist, His real and abiding presence among us, and the priesthood, so that this Sacrament of Love may continue
through time. In kneeling before His disciples and washing their feet, Jesus redefines power as service and invites us to
do the same. At our parish, twelve men from the Knights of Columbus—chosen for their faith and leadership—will take
part in this year’s Washing of the Feet. They represent the call for all generations to follow Christ in love and service.

Good Friday brings us to the foot of the Cross. We do not celebrate Mass anywhere in the world on this day; instead,
the whole Church enters into solemn reflection, prayer, and veneration of the Cross—the instrument of our salvation.
It is a day to unite our suffering with Christ’s and to experience the depth of His love poured out for us. One of the
most powerful devotions we observe at our parish is the outdoor Via Crucis, a dramatic and public reenactment of the
Lord’s Passion through the streets of Astoria. This moving event transforms our neighborhood into a living Gospel—a
public witness to Christ’s suffering love and His presence among us today.

Everything culminates in the glory of the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night—the most beautiful and powerful liturgy
of the year. In the darkness, a single flame is lit, and from it, the Light of Christ spreads through the church. We hear
the great story of our salvation and rejoice in the victory of life over death. This year, you will have the joy of hearing
the ancient and beloved hymn, the Exultet, powerfully proclaimed by Father Vito Jumao-as—with his cherished singing
voice. In this same Vigil, we will joyfully welcome our Elect into full communion with the Catholic Church through the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. Their journey of faith renews us all, reminding us that God is
always at work, calling hearts to Himself, and making all things new.

On Easter Sunday, we rejoice with the whole Church: Christ is Risen! And in His Resurrection, we are raised with Him—
called to new life, new hope, and a renewed commitment to live as His disciples.

| warmly encourage you to make time for the sacred liturgies and devotions offered this week. Come, even if you
haven’t been in a while. Come with your questions, your wounds, your joys. Let this week be more than tradition—let
it be transformation. Invite a friend or loved one who may need hope. You never know what God has in store.

Please see the full schedule of Holy Week in this bulletin. | look forward to walking this sacred journey with you.
In Christ’s peace and love,
Msgr. “John” Cuong M. Pham



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTO 29 de marzo, 2026

Queridos hermanos y hermanas,
Al comenzar la Semana Santa—el tiempo mds sagrado y profundo del afio liturgico—los invito a vivir estos dias no
como espectadores, sino como verdaderos participantes. Estos dias estan llenos de belleza, de misterio y de una gracia
gue puede transformar nuestra vida. No son solo un recuerdo de la Pasién de Cristo, sino una invitacién a encontrarnos
con su amor y dejarnos renovar por El.
Comenzamos con el Domingo de Ramos, uniéndonos a la alegria del pueblo que aclamaba a Jesus al entrar en
Jerusalén. Pero pronto ese mismo camino nos conduce al corazén de su misidn: sufrir, morir y resucitar por nosotros.
En el centro de esta semana estd el Triduo Pascual—Jueves Santo, Viernes Santo y la Vigilia Pascual—tres dias que
forman una sola y gran liturgia que se despliega en el tiempo. Se nos invita a caminar con Cristo desde el Cenaculo
hasta el Calvario, y finalmente hasta el sepulcro vacio.
El Jueves Santo entramos en la intimidad de la Ultima Cena, donde Jests nos entrega dos dones invaluables: la
Eucaristia, su presencia real y viva entre nosotros, y el Sacerdocio, para que este Sacramento de amor continle a lo
largo del tiempo. Al arrodillarse para lavar los pies de sus discipulos, Jeslis nos ensefia que el verdadero poder es el
servicio, y nos invita a hacer lo mismo. Este afio, doce hombres de los Caballeros de Colén—elegidos por su fe y
liderazgo—participaran en este gesto del Lavatorio de los Pies en nuestra parroquia, recorddandonos que todos estamos
llamados a seguir a Cristo en el amor humilde y concreto.
El Viernes Santo nos lleva al pie de la Cruz. En este dia no se celebra la Misa en ninguna parte del mundo; toda la Iglesia
entra en un silencio lleno de recogimiento, oracién y veneracion de la Cruz—el instrumento de nuestra salvacidn. Es un
dia para unir nuestros sufrimientos a los de Cristo y contemplar la profundidad de su amor por nosotros. De manera
especial, tendremos el Via Crucis viviente al aire libre, una representacidn publica y conmovedora de la Pasion del
Sefior por las calles de Astoria. Este momento transforma nuestro vecindario en un verdadero Evangelio vivo—un
testimonio visible del amor sufriente de Cristo y de su presencia entre nosotros hoy.
Todo culmina en la gloria de la Vigilia Pascual, en la noche del Sdbado Santo—Ia liturgia mas hermosa y solemne del
afio. En medio de la oscuridad, se enciende una sola llama, y desde ella la luz de Cristo se va extendiendo hasta llenar
toda la iglesia. Escuchamos la gran historia de nuestra salvacién y nos alegramos en la victoria de la vida sobre la
muerte. Este afio tendremos la alegria de escuchar el antiguo y amado himno del Exultet, proclamado con solemnidad
por el Padre Vito Jumao-as. En esta misma Vigilia, daremos una gozosa bienvenida a nuestros Electos, quienes recibiran
los sacramentos del Bautismo, la Confirmacién y la Eucaristia. Su camino de fe nos renueva a todos y nos recuerda que
Dios sigue llamando corazones y haciendo nuevas todas las cosas.
Y finalmente, el Domingo de Pascua, nos unimos a toda la Iglesia para proclamar con alegria: iCristo ha resucitado! Y en
su Resurreccién, también nosotros somos levantados con El, llamados a una vida nueva, a una esperanza renovada y a
un compromiso mas profundo de vivir como sus discipulos.
Los animo de corazén a hacer tiempo para participar en las liturgias de esta semana. Vengan con sus alegrias, sus
heridas, sus preocupaciones y sus esperanzas. Que esta Semana Santa no sea solo una tradicion mds, sino una
verdadera experiencia de encuentro con el Sefior que transforme el corazén. Inviten también a un amigo o a un ser
querido que necesite esperanza. Nunca sabemos lo que Dios puede hacer.

En la paz y el amor de Cristo,

Mons. “Juan” Cuong M. Pham



DIOCESAN CONFIRMATION RETREAT

On March 14, 2026, the Diocese of Brooklyn hosted a Confirmation
Retreat for students in Religious Education programs across Queens,
including our own parish, with approximately 400 attendees from
various parishes and Catholic schools.

Ms. Nelly Gutierrez and Aranza Sanchez (Religious Education
Coordinators), along with Mr. Lenny DiVittorio and Joan Moretti
(Confirmation teachers), were present and are shown above.

The retreat was organized by the Diocesan Office of Youth and Young
Adult Ministry, led by Fr. James Kuroly and Assistant Lucero
Manzanarez. It also featured speakers from different parishes and
ministries, including Sachara Valme, Dayonel Mejia, and Luis Sanchez
(emcee), all from our own parish. Music was provided by Howard
Crespo of the Diocesan Jornada Music Ministry. ’ -
The goal of the retreat was not only to fulfill the Confirmation requirement, but aIso to offer personal testimonies of
faith and encourage students to find their place within parish life and commit themselves to Jesus each day.

PRAYING FOR THE SICK

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we
Spiritual writers speak of Adoration of have. It's a way for us to communicate with
the Blessed Sacrament as “the Mass \ / God and obtain His divine intervention. It
held in contemplation.” Devotion to k\\\ /'/4 _ can help sick people get well again and also
the Eucharist will take place on =~ )\ ~Z°  gives us the strength in our own weakness

Friday, May 1, 2026. , and suffering. To add names to our Prayer

Exposition and Adoration will take % List, please contact the parish office. There

place right after the 8:00am Mass and v is no cost for enrolling people onto this list.

will conclude with Solemn Benediction We are currently praying for: William “Billy” Rumstick,

before the start of the 12 Noon Mass. Jair Messias Bolsonaro & Maria Aparecida L. Berretta.
ROSARY SOCIETY MEETING PURGATORIAL SOCIETY

The next Rosary Society
meeting will be held on May
3, 2026 after the 9:30am
bilingual Mass, in the Lourdes
room. There will be no
meeting on Easter Sunday,
April 5, 2026. All ladies over

We remember our deceased loved ones by
having them prayed for at Mass on every first /
Friday of the month (the day traditionally 1‘_
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) as a /
meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment "‘
| is $20 per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society
will be remembered for a whole year. We have currently
15 years old are welcome. enrolled: Margaret E. Curran, Frances McGowan, Andrew
Refreshments will be served. Ippolito, Hirotaka Mori, Antonia Hernandez, Lucia
Bring a friend! Puente, Fabio Salcedo, Menelio Palencia, Irene Luna de
la Rosa.




RECONCILIATION MONDAY

. Has it been a while since your last Confession? Never done it
RECONCIL'A'HON | ; before? Don’t worry!Join us on this MONDAY, MARCH 30 for
M s Reconciliation Monday, a special event celebrated in 700 Catholic

(Z churches across the New York metropolitan area. Our priests will

" ‘ : be available to hear Confessions from 11:00am to 12:00pm in the

N main church, and from 6:00pm to 8:00pm in the institute gym.
March 30 / /AN Come and experience God’s forgiving love.

LUNES DE RECONCILIACION

¢Hace mucho tiempo desde tu ultima Confesion? ¢Nunca lo has
hecho antes? iNo te preocupes! Unete a nosotros este LUNES 30
DE MARZO para el Lunes de Reconciliacion, un evento especial
celebrado en 700 iglesias catélicas en la ciudad de Nueva York y
RECONC”_IAC'ON sus alrededores. Nuestros sacerdotes estaran disponibles para

escuchar Confesiones de 11:00am a 12:00pm en la Iglesia
‘Q principal, y de 6:00pm a 8:00pm en el gimnasio del instituto. Ven
y experimenta el amor perdonador de Dios.

30 de marzo

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
Money goes back to your local parish

= My Car Wenht To Heaven
" DONATE YOUR AUTO

Running or Not

* IRS Tax Deduction * Free Towing
« Any Condition - Any Model

718-491-2525

Visit Us at svdpauto-brooklynqueens.org

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

Since 2014 alone, the Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
Donation Program has given back over $650,000 to local parishes
throughout the New York Metropolitan Area. Your donation has helped
many individuals in need in your neighborhood. Only through the
generosity of countless parishioners are we able to make a difference.
Please help us to continue to make a difference by spreading the word
to anyone you know that would like to donate a vehicle, running or not,
leaving a review on Google, and liking us on Social Media. Together we
can continue our mission in helping the less fortunate.

Help Spread the Word to help Those in Need!

Please Visit Us at svdpauto-brookilynqueens.org ﬁ

Leave a Review on (Go gle & @

Like us on ]

Follow us on

With Much Thanks and Many Blessings,

Jim Shea

Associated Vincentian Charities Car Program Coordinator




HOLY WEEK &
FASTER SCHEDULE

AT OUR LADY OF MOUNT
23-23-25 NEWTOWN AVE,

CARMEL CHURCH
ASTORIA, NY 11102

Holy Week is a time to reflect on the life, death,

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

We hope this schedule helps you plan to observe these important days.
May you have a blessed Holy Week and Easter.

Reconciliation Monday, March 30, 2026

8:00am & 12:00pm  English Daily Mass (Church)
11:00am-12pm & 6:00-8:00pm Reconciliation (Church)

Tuesday, March 31, 2026

8:00am & 12:00pm English Daily Mass (Church)
7:00pm Siete Dolores de Maria- Iglesia

Wednesday, April 1, 2026

8:00am & 12pm English Daily Mass (Church)

7:30pm Bilingual Mass of the Lord's Supper (Church)
Adoration until midnight/ Adoracién hasta la medianoche
Good Friday, April 3, 2026- All Services in the Church

12:00pm English Stations of the Cross (Church)
12:00pm Estaciones de la Cruz en vivo (Calle)

1:00pm Italian Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion (Church)
3:00pm English Liturgy of the Lord's Passion (Church)
7:30pm Czech Liturgy of the Lord's Passion (Institute)
7:30pm Liturgia de la Pasién de Nuestro Sefior (Iglesia)
9:00pm Vietnamese Liturgy of the Lord's Passion

Holy Saturday, April 4, 2026
10:00am Morning Prayer & Easter Food Blessing (Church)

8:00pm Multilingual Solemn Easter Vigil (Church)

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026

8:00am English

Q:00am Italian (Institute)
@:30am Bilingual

10:00am Czech-Slovak (Institute)
11:00am English

12:30pm Spanish

3:00pm Vietnamese




GOSPEL MEDITATION

Just prior to this week's Passion narrative in St. Matthew's Gospel,
there is a small, striking story describing a woman's scandalous
action toward Jesus: "A woman came up to him with an alabaster jar
of costly perfumed oil, and poured it on his head" (Matthew 26:7).
The ointment was pure nard, worth more than 300 denarii. A year's
wages. Maybe a dowry maybe a family inheritance. In any case,
she breaks it. She does not measure or ration. She pours it all out,
irreversibly, over Jesus. Why does this image begin Holy Week?

Because what she does with the jar, Jesus will soon do with his life.
The jar must be broken so the fragrance can be released. Jesus' body
will be broken so his priceless divine and human love can be poured
out. She gives everything. just as he is about to give everything. And
He sees it: "She has done a good thing for me" (Matthew 26:10).
Her act is lavish, impractical, scandalous in its apparent
wastefulness. And he loves it. It is what Holy Week is all about.

What jar are you still holding onto? Your time? Your comfort?
Your plan for how life should go? Don't just wave palms today.
Let yourself be broken open so your love, too, can be poured out.
Lenten Challenge: Offer something costly to Jesus this Holy Week —
not out of guilt, but love. Your attention. Your forgiveness.
Your time. Break the jar. Trust that nothing poured out for him is
ever wasted.

- Father John Muir

PALM SUNDAY
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TEACHES US
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OF COURSE, IF
ANY OF YOU
ARE SKYDIVERS,
ITS THE OTHER
WAY AROUND...
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THE HUMANITY OF HOLY WEEK

We have all sold Jesus out, at one point or another. Some of
us have done it more than once, and we've done it for a lot
less than 30 pieces of silver.

We have all denied Christ, and we have done it more than
three times and under much less pressure than Peter, who
feared for his life when he shouted, "I do not know the
man!"

We have all struck the face of God out of anger? Fear?
Confusion? All of the above? - screaming, in agony,
"Prophesy for me!"

At one point or another, we have all looked at our Lord
beaten and betrayed, and we have all said, as Pilate did:
"What shall | do with Jesus called Christ?"

And we have all hung on the cross chosen for us, crying out
in bewilderment: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?"

Holy Week is a week where we see humanity, in all its

G0OD FRIDAY

. = UNEAILING
~ LOVE

vulnerability and ignorance. We see it in the "villains" of the
piece, like Judas, and in the morally neutral characters like
Pilate and the Jews who have been misled about Jesus. We
even see it in the "good guys" like Peter.

In this, the holiest week of the year, we see ourselves at our
very worst. The chasm between man and his Creator is an
ancient one, and it is driven deep and wide by the
pridefulness of Adam and Eve, yes, but also by every poor

choice you and | have ever made.
Every "l don't know the man!"
Every "Prophesy!"
Every "What shall | do with Jesus?"
These cries echo forth from the depths of this chasm—
a bridge is built across the But this week this Holy Week
chasm. And God reaches out His hand.
Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman



UNITED FOR LIFE WALK
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Divine Mercy Saturday
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FR. FIDELIS MOSCINSKI DIVINE MERCY
FRANCISCAN FRIAR

CELEBRATING LIFE LUNCHEON
Special Guests

PENELOPE ROSE CHRISTOPHER BELL @@ —~%%”  ALBERTKEEVER  PHII
STUDENTS FOR LIFE

FOUNDER GOOD & ‘ SINGER/SONGWRITER  MUSICIAN/SAX
ABBY JOHNSON
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

COUNSEL HOMES

11:00 AM Arrival at

St. Agnes Church
143 East 43rd Street e NYC

12:10 PM Mass
1:00 PM Walk

CELEBRATING [JT3
LUNCHEON
Connolly’s 47th Street ¢ NYC

Scan QR Code to

PURCHASE LUNCH
2:00 - 5:00 _PM TICKETS and for info about
ADM: $70 « Seniors: 550 www.unitedforlifeny.org FREEBUS trsmsporiation

Young Adults: $50 from Long Island.
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FOR TICKETS & ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL 718.728.0724

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC ACADE;
Proudly Presents Our First Ever Easter Pr
The Easter Journey
Join us for a beautiful evening as ou
students in Grades 4-8 bring the stor
life through a special performance for our §&
community.
Tuesday, March 3]
6:00 PM ‘
St. Joseph Catholic Academy |
Tickets: $20 for odulTs and $10 for current sfié
Directed by Alexander Ammohostianos
Come support our talented students and celébrate
the true meaning of Easter together!

Clases Presenciales de Ingles Gratis

Segundo Idioma (ESL) Clases!
Iglesia Santa Rita
Martes & Jueves 9:30am-12:30pm

Martes & Jueves 6pm-9pm

Direccion: 36-25 | 1th Street
Long Island City NY 11106

Para mis informacién y registracion por favor contaciese con:

Susan.torres{@ccbqg.org

Cell: 929-343-2005

Kellv.ortizonofre{@ccbq.org

Cell: 929-481-2204



https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwFwUsOQDAQANDYcgZJF_b9-_QIbjGdaamgEl3g9N6rG75wWWgg-WlRuU4844TKRmn7ANEoRU48mrxHPdiAo5l8nNsb0lnYlu9wrQyhrHlPyACBwvH-4SgZ9w&q=saint+joseph+catholic+academy&rlz=1C1UEAD_en&oq=SAINT+JOSEPH+cATHOLC+ACA&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEggB

