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Mass Times 

Pastoral Staff 

Weekend: Saturday Vigil 5:00PM 
Sunday: 8:00AM (English), 9:00AM (Italian- Every 2nd 
& 4th Sunday in the Chapel), 9:30AM (Bilingual), 
10:30AM (Czech-Slovak in the Chapel), 11:00AM 
(English), 12:30PM (Spanish), 3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
 

Weekday: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, Saturday 8:00AM 
 

First Fridays: 7:30 PM (Spanish) 
Holy Days: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, 7:30PM (Bilingual) 
Holidays: 9:00AM 

Infant Baptisms & Adult Sacraments: Contact  
Deacon Jacob Rodriguez for registration. 
 

Confessions: Every Saturday in the Chapel from 
3:30pm-4:30pm or by appointment during the week. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made 6 months 
in advance with a priest. 
 

Sweet Sixteen: Celebrated for parish members who 
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 

Anointing of the Sick: Available upon need.  
Hospital patients may ask to see the priest chaplain. 

Bautismos Infantiles y Sacramentos para Adultos:  
Hable con el Diacono Rodríguez para registraciones. 
 

Confesiones: Cada sábado en la capilla de 3:30pm-
4:30pm o por cita durante la semana. 
 

Bodas: Arreglos deben hacerse 6 meses en avance 
con un sacerdote. 
 

Quinceaños: Solamente para miembros  de la  
parroquia que han recibido la Confirmación.  
 

Unción de los Enfermos: Disponible por necesidad.  
Pacientes de hospital pueden pedir ver el capellán. 

Office Hours 



MEMORIAL OFFERINGS THIS WEEK 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp is being offered for  
the Youth of  our Parish 

2026 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

We have now begun the 2026 Annual Catholic 
Appeal. We ask everyone to prayerfully consider 
making a donation. As of March 2, 2026, we have 
26 donors who have pledged $9,080, from which 
$2,131 have been received.  
 
 

CAMPAÑA CATOLICA ANUAL 2025 

Hemos comenzado la Campaña Católica Anual del 
2026. Les pedimos a todos, por favor considerar 
hacer una promesa este año. A partir del 2 de 
marzo, 2026, tenemos a 26 donantes, quienes han 
prometido $9,080 de cuales $2,131 han sido  
recibidos.  

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 14 
 8:00am     For the well-being of Virginia Marie Hoyns 
 5:00pm  Maria Chat Pham (Anniversary), Cristobalina Trejo,  
          Vito Cellos, Brandon Guaman (Living—18th Birthday) 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 
 8:00am  Joanne Lee Carulli 
 9:30am      For our Seminarians & young people in discernment, 
   Joanni Moreno 
 11:00am  Alfred Caridi 
 12:30pm  Blanca Lavayen Jarrin, Consuelo Peña Cordero,  
   José Antonio Centeno (7o Aniversario), Rogelio  
 Raymundo, Jesús Edmundo García, Rosa Liboria Hernández, 
 Constantina Rojas, Carlota, Ambrosio & Beatriz Vargas  
 3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

MONDAY, MARCH 16 
 8:00am St. Joseph 
 12:00pm Mercedes Beck 

TUESDAY, MARCH 17 (Saint Patrick) 
 8:00am St. Joseph 
 12:00pm Mary & Joseph Zatura and Son 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 (Saint Cyril of Jerusalem) 
 8:00am St. Joseph 
 12:00pm Joseph Mascia (Birthday) 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19 (Saint Joseph, Spouse of the B.V.M.) 
 8:00am Deceased Members of the Espanola &  
    Doronila Families 
 10:00am Saint Joseph (Italian Mass) 
 12:00pm Refugio & Pedro Garcia 

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 
 8:00am Giuseppe & Bernarda DiLorenzo 
 12:00pm  Alice Vos 

SATURDAY, MARCH 21 
 8:00am     Julia Jarrick Immordino 
 5:00pm  Maria Buoi Nguyen (Anniversary), Alfred Caridi, 
   Margerie Hoyns (Birthday Remembrance),  
 Angelo Cluess (10th Anniversary), Giovanna Ayohu,  
 Leonida Soresca 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22 (Fifth Sunday of Lent) 
 8:00am  John Pham Duc Phuong 
 9:00am Ida Augusto & Caterina Chiaramonte 
 9:30am  Teodoro Tavarez, Manuel Ortega & Digna Tito,  
   Marta Isabel Bojorquez (7o Aniversario),  
 Elvis Anthony Martinez, Santa Isabel Nuñez, Segundo Silverio 
 Vega Vega (2o Mes de muerte) 
 11:00am  Paulina Nacinovich 
 12:30pm  Consuelo Peña Cordero, Rogelio Raymundo,  
   Wilfredo Ponce, Constantina y Pedro Rojas,  
 Juana Abarca Arollo en su cuarto aniversario luctuoso,  
 Joanni Moreno, Por el 26 Aniversario de Boda de Bulmaro y     
 Juanita Toribio y en celebración de los 4 años de Catalina Toribio 

 3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

CONTRIBUTIONS REPORT 
 

Last Week: $5,257 Last Year: $4,250 
 

Faith Direct January 2025: $5,215 
Parish Soft January 2026: $5,496 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
We will have second collections taken after  
communion on the following dates. We thank you 
for your generosity. 
 
March 15— Catholic Relief Services 
March 22—Easter Gift to my Church 

 

SEGUNDA COLECTA 
Tendremos una segunda colecta después se la  
comunión en las siguientes fechas. Les  
agradecemos su generosidad. 
 
15 de marzo— Servicios Católicos de Alivio 
22 de marzo— Regalo de Pascua a mi parroquia 



GROUP AND SOCIETY MEETINGS 
 
Sunday, March 15 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9           Ascension 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA   Fatima & Upper Room 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Mass            Lourdes A/B 
1:30pm—5:00pm Practica Via Crucis       Guadalupe A/B 
2:00pm—3:00pm Grupo de Amistad #14               Fatima 
2:00pm—4:00pm Practica de Via Crucis  Guadalupe A/B 
6:00pm—8:00pm Sagrado Corazon        Guadalupe A/B 

 

Monday, March 16 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
5:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro Guadalupano            Lourdes A/B 
7:00pm—9:00pm English OCIA       Guadalupe A/B 

 

Tuesday, March 17 
7:00am—4:00pm TYLWS             Gym 
5:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi Practice        Balcony Room 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter    Guadalupe A/B 
        +Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Practica de Coro #1   Nazareth 

 

Wednesday, March 18 
7:00am—4:00pm TYLWS             Gym 
4:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education  All Rooms 
7:30pm—10:00pm CYO            Gym 
7:30pm—9:00pm 7 Dolores (Coro Guad.)   Guadalupe A 

 

Thursday, March 19 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary        Guadalupe A/B 
5:30pm—7:30pm Religious Education      All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:30pm OLMC Jornada Group      Guadalupe A 
7:30pm—10:00pm CYO             Gym 

 

Friday, March 20 
5:00pm—10:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:30pm—9:00pm OLMC Youth Group     Guadalupe A/B 
6:30pm—9:00pm Practica de Niños            Lourdes A/B 

 

Saturday, March 21 
8:00am—2:00pm Retiro Carismatico            Lourdes A/B 
9:00am—9:00pm CYO                      Gym 
9:00am—1:00pm AA Meeting       Guadalupe A/B 
9:00am—11:00am Reunion de Amistad #15        Fatima 
10:00am—12:00pm Coro de Niños              Assumption  
5:00pm—7:00pm Ministerio de Consolacion        Fatima 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice          Nazareth 
5:00pm—7:00pm Lecturas Via Crucis           Upper Room 
6:00pm—8:30pm Coro Via Crucis            Lourdes A/B 

March 24, 2026   March 28, 2026 
April 21, 2026   April 25, 2026 
May 19, 2026   May 23, 2026 
June 23, 2026   June 27, 2026 
July 21, 2026   July 25, 2026 
August 18, 2026  August 22, 2026 
September 22, 2026  September 26, 2026 
October 20   October 24 
November 24   November 28 

NO ENGLISH BAPTISMS IN DECEMBER 

7 de abril 2026   11 de abril 2026 
5 de mayo 2026   9 de mayo 2026 
9 d junio 2026   13 de junio 2026 
7 de julio 2026   11 de julio 2026 
4 de agosto 2026  8 de agosto 2026 
8 de septiembre   12 de septiembre  
6 de octubre   10 de octubre 
10 de noviembre  14 de noviembre 
8 de diciembre   12 de diciembre 

Preparation Meeting  Baptism Ceremony 
Tuesday-6:00pm-Institute 12:00pm-Main Church 

Reunion de Preparacion            Ceremonia de Bautismo 
Martes-6:00pm-Instituto          12:00pm-Iglesia 

INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  

FROM THE VOCATION DIRECTOR 
I'm here to help as you seek to discover God's call for 
your life! If you have questions, need to talk through 
your discernment, or want to make an appointment, 
please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
Fr. Chris Bethge, Vocation Director 
718-827-2454 or email me at  
cbethge@cathedralprep.org 

SAINT JOSEPH’S ITALIAN MASS 
The Italian Community of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel—Astoria, and the Saint  
Joseph Congregation invites you to the 
celebration of Mass in Honor of Saint  
Joseph  on Thursday, March 19, 2026 at 
10 am. We will distribute the bread after 
the Mass. 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART March 15, 2026 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

When I was growing up, I loved reading 
the adventure stories of Sherlock 
Holmes. What fascinated me most was 
his extraordinary ability to notice details 
that others completely missed.  
I remember a humorous story about 
Holmes and his assistant Dr. Watson. 
Once, the two were camping together.  
In the middle of the night Holmes woke 
Watson and said, “Watson, look up at 
the sky and tell me what you see.” 

Watson looked up thoughtfully and replied, “I see millions of stars. Astronomically, it tells me there are countless  
galaxies. Meteorologically, it suggests tomorrow will be a beautiful day. Theologically, it reminds me how powerful God 
is and how small we are.” Holmes listened quietly and finally said, “Watson, you idiot—someone has stolen our tent!” 
Watson had analyzed the stars brilliantly, yet he missed the most obvious fact. 

In a way, that little story captures the heart of this Sunday’s Gospel. Jesus heals a man who had been blind from birth 
(cf. John 9:1-41). Yet the real miracle unfolds afterward. The man gradually comes to see who Jesus truly is, while the 
religious leaders—who claim that they “see”—fail to recognize what God is doing right before them. 

The Gospel reminds us that sometimes the greatest blindness is not the inability to see, but the refusal to recognize the 
truth when it appears. Jesus not only gives sight to the blind man; He reveals Himself as the Light of the World.  
And when the light of Christ shines into our lives, it allows us to see differently. 

Our Lenten journey is precisely about allowing Christ to heal the blind spots in our lives. Sometimes those blind spots 
appear in our judgments of others. Sometimes they grow out of prejudices or assumptions we carry without realizing 
it. Sometimes we fail to see the suffering of people around us. Sometimes we fail to recognize how deeply God is  
already at work in our lives. 

This past week I had an experience that helped me reflect on this Gospel in a new way. Together with Father Vito  
Jumao-as, I was invited to attend the annual Iftar, the breaking of the fast during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, 
sponsored by the Jamil Foundation for Youth and Children here in Astoria. 

The evening began with prayer, dates, and water, followed by a shared meal where faith leaders and civic leaders sat 
side by side in friendship. It was an eye-opening experience for me. I learned many beautiful things about the Islamic 
tradition of fasting and discovered how many values we share: the desire for peace, strong families, respect for human 
dignity, and hope for a better future for our children. Too often people speak about one another without truly meeting 
one another. But when we sit together at the same table, we begin to see differently. 

Saint John Paul II once said “Christians and Muslims must recognize with joy the religious values that we have in  
common. Together we can build a civilization of love.” (Address to Muslim Youth, Morocco, August 19, 1985). In a  
diverse neighborhood like ours, learning to see one another with respect and understanding is an important part of 
living the Gospel. 

Perhaps that is the invitation of this Laetare Sunday. Christ, the Light of the World, continues to shine into our lives.  
If we allow Him, He will open our eyes—to see His presence, to recognize the dignity of others, and to discover the 
many quiet ways God is already at work among us.  

At times, like Dr. Watson staring at the stars, we can miss what is right before us. May this Lenten season help us see 
more clearly. 

        With my personal prayers, 

        Monsignor “John” Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 15 de marzo, 2026 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas, 

Cuando era joven, me gustaba mucho 
leer las historias de aventura de Sherlock 
Holmes. Lo que más me impresionaba 
era su extraordinaria capacidad para  
notar detalles que los demás pasaban 
por alto. Recuerdo una historia divertida 
sobre Holmes y su asistente, el Dr.  
Watson. Una vez estaban acampando 
juntos. En medio de la noche, Holmes 
despertó a Watson y le dijo: “Watson, 
mira al cielo y dime qué ves”. 

Watson miró hacia arriba y respondió pensativamente: “Veo millones de estrellas. Astronómicamente, eso me dice que 
existen incontables galaxias. Meteorológicamente, sugiere que mañana será un día hermoso. Teológicamente, me  
recuerda cuán grande es Dios y cuán pequeños somos nosotros”. Holmes lo escuchó en silencio y finalmente le dijo: 
“Watson, ¡eres un tonto… alguien se ha robado nuestra tienda de campaña!” Watson analizó las estrellas  
brillantemente, pero pasó por alto lo más evidente. 

De cierta manera, esta pequeña historia refleja el corazón del Evangelio de este domingo. Jesús cura a un hombre que 
había nacido ciego (cfr. Juan 9,1-41). Pero el verdadero milagro ocurre después. Poco a poco, aquel hombre comienza a 
ver quién es realmente Jesús, mientras que los líderes religiosos —que dicen que “ven”— no logran reconocer lo que 
Dios está haciendo delante de ellos. 

El Evangelio nos recuerda que, a veces, la peor ceguera no es no poder ver, sino negarse a reconocer la verdad cuando 
aparece ante nosotros. Jesús no solo devuelve la vista al hombre ciego; también se revela como la Luz del mundo.  
Y cuando la luz de Cristo ilumina nuestra vida, empezamos a ver de una manera nueva. 

Nuestro camino de Cuaresma consiste precisamente en permitir que Cristo sane las zonas ciegas de nuestra vida.  
A veces esas cegueras aparecen en nuestros juicios sobre los demás. Otras veces nacen de prejuicios o suposiciones 
que llevamos dentro sin darnos cuenta. A veces no vemos el sufrimiento de las personas que están a nuestro  
alrededor. Y, en otras ocasiones, no reconocemos cuánto Dios ya está actuando en nuestra propia vida. 

Esta semana pasada tuve una experiencia que me ayudó a reflexionar sobre este Evangelio de una manera nueva.  
Junto con el Padre Vito Jumao-as, fui invitado a participar en el Iftar, la comida con la que se rompe el ayuno durante  
el mes sagrado musulmán de Ramadán, organizada por la Fundación Jamil para la Juventud y los Niños aquí en Astoria. 

La noche comenzó con una oración, dátiles y agua, y luego continuó con una comida compartida donde líderes  
religiosos y líderes cívicos se sentaron juntos en un ambiente de amistad. Para mí fue una experiencia que me abrió los 
ojos. Aprendí muchas cosas hermosas sobre la tradición islámica del ayuno y descubrí cuántos valores compartimos:  
el deseo de paz, familias fuertes, el respeto por la dignidad humana y la esperanza de un futuro mejor para nuestros 
hijos.  

San Juan Pablo II dijo una vez que los cristianos y los musulmanes “debemos reconocer con alegría los valores religiosos 
que tenemos en común. Juntos podemos construir una civilización del amor” (Discurso a los jóvenes musulmanes,  
Marruecos, 19 de agosto de 1985). En un vecindario tan diverso como el nuestro, aprender a mirarnos con respeto y 
comprensión también forma parte de vivir el Evangelio. 

Quizás esa sea la invitación de este Domingo Laetare. Cristo, la Luz del mundo, continúa abrir nuestros ojos para  
reconocer su presencia, descubrir la dignidad de los demás y notar las muchas maneras en que Dios ya está obrando 
entre nosotros. A veces, como el Dr. Watson mirando las estrellas, podemos pasar por alto lo que está justo delante de 
nosotros. Que este tiempo de Cuaresma nos ayude a ver con mayor claridad. 

        Con mis oraciones y bendiciones, 

        Monseñor “Juan” Cuong M. Pham 



PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 
We remember our deceased loved ones by  
having them prayed for at Mass on every first 
Friday of the month (the day traditionally  
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) as a  
meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment 
is $20 per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society 
will be remembered for a whole year. We have currently 
enrolled: Margaret E. Curran, Frances McGowan, Andrew 
Ippolito, Hirotaka Mori, Antonia Hernandez, Lucia 
Puente, Fabio Salcedo, Menelio Palencia, Irene Luna de 
la Rosa. 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 
Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we 
have. It's a way for us to communicate with 
God and obtain His divine intervention. It can 
help sick people get well again and also gives 
us the strength in our own weakness and  
suffering. To add names to our Prayer List, 
please contact the parish office. There is no 
cost for enrolling people onto this list.  
We are currently praying for: William “Billy” Rumstick. 

ROSARY SOCIETY MEETING 
The next Rosary Society 
meeting will be held on May 
3, 2026 after the 9:30am  
bilingual Mass, in the Lourdes 
room. There will be no 
meeting on Easter Sunday, 
April 5, 2026. All ladies over 
15 years old are welcome. 
Refreshments will be served. Bring a friend! 

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Spiritual writers speak of Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament as “the Mass 
held in contemplation.” Devotion to 
the Eucharist will take place on  
Friday, April 3, 2026.  

Exposition and Adoration will take 
place right after the 8:00am Mass and 
will conclude with Solemn Benediction 
before the start of the 12 Noon Mass. 









BABY-BOTTLE FUNDRAISER  
Colon-Msgr. Higgins Council #309 is sponsoring a Baby Bottle Fundraiser for Bridge 
Women’s Support Center (formerly Bridge to Life) that started the weekend of 
March 7 and 8. You were asked to take home a baby bottle and fill it with coins and 
bills and return it on the weekend of March 21 and 22. All proceeds will be donated 
to Bridge to continue their life-saving work.  
Checks should be made out to “Colon-Msgr. Higgins Council 309.” Bridge to Life 
was created to help pregnant women in need to choose life for their unborn  
babies. Toward that end, it provides material assistance (food, clothing, etc.) for 
baby and mom. To find out more go to: http://thebridgetolife.org/ Thank you in 
advance for your generosity.  
      Peter J. Perroni, Grand Knight 
  

Catholic men, age 18 and over ,are eligible to join the Knights of Columbus.  
If you are interested go to KofC.org/JoinUs or contact Peter Perroni,  
peterperroni040@gmail.com.  



ALL OF OUR PARISH FAMILY ARE INVITED TO WALK WITH US ON MARCH 28, 2026! 

JOIN US FOR 3:00PM MASS WITH BISHOP ROBERT BRENNAN IN OUR PARISH! 


