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Mass Times 

Pastoral Staff 

Weekend: Saturday Vigil 5:00PM 
Sunday: 8:00AM (English), 9:00AM (Italian- Every 2nd 
& 4th Sunday in the Chapel), 9:30AM (Bilingual), 
10:30AM (Czech-Slovak in the Chapel), 11:00AM 
(English), 12:30PM (Spanish), 3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
 

Weekday: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, Saturday 8:00AM 
 

First Fridays: 7:30 PM (Spanish) 
Holy Days: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, 7:30PM (Bilingual) 
Holidays: 9:00AM 

Infant Baptisms & Adult Sacraments: Contact  
Deacon Jacob Rodriguez for registration. 
 

Confessions: Every Saturday in the Chapel from 
3:30pm-4:30pm or by appointment during the week. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made 6 months 
in advance with a priest. 
 

Sweet Sixteen: Celebrated for parish members who 
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 

Anointing of the Sick: Available upon need.  
Hospital patients may ask to see the priest chaplain. 

Bautismos Infantiles y Sacramentos para Adultos:  
Hable con el Diacono Rodríguez para registraciones. 
 

Confesiones: Cada sábado en la capilla de 3:30pm-
4:30pm o por cita durante la semana. 
 

Bodas: Arreglos deben hacerse 6 meses en avance 
con un sacerdote. 
 

Quinceaños: Solamente para miembros  de la  
parroquia que han recibido la Confirmación.  
 

Unción de los Enfermos: Disponible por necesidad.  
Pacientes de hospital pueden pedir ver el capellán. 

Office Hours 



The Altar Candles are being offered for Padre  
Manuel Machado, by the Machado Family 

 

The Altar Bread & Wine are being offered for 
Gregory Uikic, by Branka Ivancic 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp is being offered for  
Rosa Machado on her First Death  
Anniversary, by the Machado Family 

2025 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
 

As of February 2, 2026, 187 donors have pledged 
$86,305 from which $84,675 have been received. 
We thank all donors for contributing to our parish 
goal. 
In the coming weeks, we will begin our 2026  
Annual Catholic Appeal. Together, we can  
continue to support the various ministries of our 
diocese and of our parish. 
 

CAMPAÑA CATOLICA ANUAL 2025 
 

A partir del 2 de Febrero, 2026, 187 donantes han  
prometido $86,305 de cual $84,675 han sido  
recibidos. Les agradecemos a todos por contribuir 
a nuestra meta. 
En las próximas semanas, comenzaremos la  
Campaña Católica del 2026. Juntos, podemos  
continuar apoyando a los varios ministerios de la 
diócesis y de nuestra parroquia. 

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS THIS WEEK MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21 (Saint Peter Damian) 
 5:00pm  Virginia Marie Hoyns (Anniversary), Mercedes Beck, 
   Catalino Hernandez, Leonida G. Soresca,  
   Gregoria Gutierrez, Loretta Pagona, Jeanette  
   Pagona-Galvin & Christopher Aguis (For Healing) 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 (First Sunday of Lent) 
 8:00am  Gregory Uikic 
 9:00am Gino Augusto, Caterina Chiaramonte  
    & Consiglio Vinciguerra 
 9:30am      Lino Serrano (5o Aniversario de Muerte),  
   Cecilia Mena, Francisco Flores (6o Aniversario),  
   Silverio Gómez (Aniversario de muerte),  
   Julia De Romero (Por Su Salud) 
 11:00am  Armando Rodríguez 
 12:30pm  Consuelo Peña Cordero, María Cortes,  
   Rogelio Raymundo, Santiago Carty (5o Aniversario),  
   Elena Romana, Incernea Matos, Eusebio Contreras, 
        Dolores Matos de Contreras, Lucia & Manuela Puente 
 3:00pm For the People of the Parish 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23 (Saint Polycarp) 
 8:00am Leonardo & Giuseppina Grippi 
 12:00pm Caterina Chaiaramonte 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
 8:00am Mario Sencion 
 12:00pm Joseph & Joan Ricci 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
 8:00am Gertrude Yang (Living– For Her Wellbeing) 
 12:00pm Charles Harkin Jr. (Death Anniversary) 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY  26 
 8:00am Genevieve Gallagher 
 12:00pm Salvatore Tagliaferro 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27 (Saint Gregory of Narek) 
 8:00am Marilyn Isalia Bueno (Living—For Healing) 
 12:00pm  Joy San Agustin (Living—Birthday) 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
 8:00am     Joseph Maclellan 
 5:00pm  The Scotto Family, Jerry de Jesus, John D’Souva,  
   Jacinta D’Souva & Family 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1 (Second Sunday of Lent) 
 8:00am  Mary Kerrigan (13th Anniversary)  
 9:30am      For all Living & Deceased Members of our  
    Parish’s Rosary Society,  
   Randy Rebusi, Laureano Fernandez 
   Rosario Ortega (Memorial de Cumpleaños) 
 11:00am  Sam & Victor Rodriguez 
 12:30pm  Flora Castillo Castro, Cosuelo Peña Cordero,  
   Guillermo Macias Castillo (1 Año Luctuoso),  
   Maria Cortes, Rogelio Raymundo,  
   Rafael Gomez (6o Aniversario), Fabio Salcedo, 
   Leucadio Dutan Humala, Manuela & Lucia Puente,  
   Eva Ervira & Faustino Vazquez,  
 3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

CONTRIBUTIONS REPORT 
 

Last Week: $5,575 Last Year: $5,127 
 

Faith Direct January 2025: $4,352 
Parish Soft January 2026: $7,196 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
We will have second collections taken after  
communion on the following dates. We thank you 
for your generosity. 
 
February 22, 2026– Black & Indian 
March 8— Parish Maintenance 

 

SEGUNDA COLECTA 
Tendremos una segunda colecta despues se la  
comunion en las siguientes fechas. Les agradecemos 
su generosidad. 
 
22 de febrero, 2026— Misiones Domesticas 
8 de marzo, 2026— Mantenimiento Parroquial 



Sunday, February 22 
8:00am—11:30am Italian Community       Guadalupe A/B 
9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistad #14           Nazareth 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9           Ascension 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA   Fatima & Upper Room 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo                   Gym 
2:30am—5:00pm Czech Mass            Lourdes A/B 

Monday, February 23 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
5:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro Guadalupano            Lourdes A/B 
7:00pm—9:00pm English OCIA       Guadalupe A/B 

Tuesday, February 24 
7:00am—4:00pm TYLWS             Gym 
5:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi Practice        Balcony Room 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter   Guadalupe A/B 
        +Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Practica de Coro #1   Nazareth 

Wednesday, February 25 
7:00am—4:00pm TYLWS             Gym 
4:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education  All Rooms 
7:30pm—10:00pm CYO            Gym 

Thursday, February 26 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary        Guadalupe A/B 
5:30pm—7:30pm Religious Education      All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:30pm OLMC Jornada Group      Guadalupe A 
7:30pm—10:00pm CYO             Gym 

Friday, February 27 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
5:00pm—10:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:30pm—9:00pm OLMC Youth Group     Guadalupe A/B 
6:30pm—9:00pm Practica de Niños            Lourdes A/B 

Saturday, February 28 
9:00am—9:00pm Jornada Volleyball            Gym 
9:00am—1:00pm AA Meeting       Guadalupe A/B 
9:00am—11:00am Reunion de Amistad #15        Fatima 
10:00am—12:00pm Coro de Niños             Lourdes A/B  
5:00pm—7:00pm Ministerio de Consolacion        Fatima 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice          Nazareth 
6:00pm—8:30pm Coro Via Crucis            Lourdes A/B 

Sunday, March 1 
9:00am—1:00pm Rosary Society            Lourdes A/B 
9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistad #14           Nazareth 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9           Ascension 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA   Fatima & Upper Room 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo            Guadalupe A 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Mass           Guadalupe B 

February 24, 2026  February 28, 2026 
March 24, 2026   March 21, 2026 
April 21, 2026   April 25, 2026 
May 19, 2026   May 23, 2026 
June 23, 2026   June 27, 2026 
July 21, 2026   July 25, 2026 
August 18, 2026  August 22, 2026 
September 22, 2026  September 26, 2026 
October 20   October 24 
November 24   November 28 

10 de marzo 2026  14 de marzo 2026 
7 de abril 2026   11 de abril 2026 
5 de mayo 2026   9 de mayo 2026 
9 d junio 2026   13 de junio 2026 
7 de julio 2026   11 de julio 2026 
4 de agosto 2026  8 de agosto 2026 
8 de septiembre   12 de septiembre  
6 de octubre   10 de octubre 
10 de noviembre  14 de octubre 

Preparation Meeting  Baptism Ceremony 
Tuesday-6:00pm-Institute 12:00pm-Main Church 

Reunion de Preparacion            Ceremonia de Bautismo 
Martes-6:00pm-Instituto          12:00pm-Iglesia 

INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  GROUP AND SOCIETY MEETINGS 

I'm here to help as you seek to discover God's call for 
your life! If you have questions, need to talk through 
your discernment, or want to make an appointment, 
please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
Fr. Chris Bethge, Vocation Director 
718-827-2454 or email me at  
cbethge@cathedralprep.org 

FROM THE VOCATION DIRECTOR 

The Italian Community of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel—Astoria, and the Saint  
Joseph Congregation invites you to the 
celebration of Mass in Honor of Saint 
Joseph  on Thursday, March 19, 2026 at 
10 am. We will distribute the bread after 
the Mass. 

SAINT JOSEPH’S ITALIAN MASS 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART February 22, 2026 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Have you ever caught yourself reaching for 
your phone first thing in the morning — 
before prayer, before a word of gratitude 
— almost without thinking? You tell your-
self it will only take a moment.  
Yet minutes later, you find your attention 
scattered — one notification leading to 
another, your mind already filled with 
news, comparisons, or worries before the 
day has even begun. What seemed  
insignificant has already shaped your 
morning, perhaps even your entire day. 

Temptation often works this way. It is rarely loud or dramatic. It is subtle, persuasive, and seemingly harmless. 

This Sunday’s readings bring us back to the garden of Eden (cf. Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7). Surrounded by abundance, Adam 
and Eve allowed a quiet doubt to take root: “Did God really say…?” Beneath that question was the suggestion that God 
could not be fully trusted — that His commands limited rather than protected. The real temptation was not about fruit, 
but about trust. Choosing autonomy over obedience, they did not gain freedom; they discovered shame and fear. 

The Gospel takes us from the garden to the desert (cf. Matthew 4:1-11). After His baptism, where the Father declares 
Him the beloved Son, Jesus is led into forty days of testing. There He faces three temptations: to turn stones into 
bread, to throw Himself down from the temple, and to accept the kingdoms of the world in exchange for worship. 
Where Adam grasped, Christ trusted. Where humanity doubted, Jesus remained faithful. 

These are not distant biblical scenes confined to another time; they reveal the same struggles that take place within 
our own hearts each day. 

“Turning stones into bread” appears whenever we try to fill inner emptiness with comfort or distraction — constant 
consumption, entertainment, or escape. It can mean turning to alcohol or other substances to cope, slipping into 
online habits we would rather keep hidden, or seeking intimacy in ways that do not truly heal loneliness. We attempt 
to satisfy a spiritual hunger with something immediate. 

“Throwing ourselves down from the temple” emerges in the craving for recognition — exaggerating, managing  
appearances, measuring our worth by applause rather than by God’s love. 

“All the kingdoms of the world” surface in quieter compromises — cutting ethical corners, bending the truth, placing 
success or comfort above integrity, gradually allowing ambition to push faith to the margins. 

These are the real battlegrounds of the heart — the hidden struggles, repeated habits, and small compromises that 
gradually form our character and our relationship with God. 

Yet this Sunday is not centered on our failure, but on Christ’s triumph. St. Paul reminds us that where sin entered, 
grace abounded all the more (cf. Romans 5:12-19). The Second Adam has undone the damage of the first. 

Lent, then, is not about trying to fix ourselves by our own strength. It is about returning to the One who has already 
won the battle. We fight not for victory, but from victory. 

As we begin this Lenten journey, I invite you to choose one concrete step. If your mornings are filled with distraction, 
begin with prayer. If there is a habit that weakens you — harsh words, unnecessary spending, late-night scrolling, or a 
pattern of behavior that feels difficult to control — confront it with one honest sacrifice. If you have been away from 
Confession, make plans to return. If forgiveness is needed, take the first step.  

Lent does not ask for grand gestures. It calls for steady, sincere ones. Even a small step toward God opens the door to 
grace stronger than our weakness. And that is where true freedom begins. 

Be assured of my prayers for you and your families as we walk these forty days together. 

Yours in Christ, 

Msgr. “John” Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 22 de febrero, 2026 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo: 

¿Alguna vez se han sorprendido tomando  
el teléfono apenas despiertan — antes de  
hacer una oración, antes de dar gracias — casi 
sin darse cuenta? Se dicen que será solo  
un momento. Pero pasan unos minutos y  
la mente ya está llena de noticias,  
comparaciones, preocupaciones… y el día  
comienza sin haberlo puesto primero en  
manos de Dios. Lo que parecía pequeño  
termina marcando la mañana, quizá incluso 
todo el día. 

Así actúa la tentación. No suele ser escandalosa ni evidente. Es silenciosa, razonable, casi inofensiva. Entra poco a  
poco. 

Las lecturas de este domingo nos llevan al jardín del Edén (cf. Génesis 2,7-9; 3,1-7). Allí, en medio de la abundancia, 
surge una duda: “¿Conque Dios les ha dicho…?” No era solo una pregunta; era una insinuación. Tal vez Dios no es tan 
bueno como parece. Tal vez sus mandamientos limitan nuestra felicidad. La verdadera tentación no era el fruto, sino 
desconfiar. Al elegir decidir por sí mismos lo que era bueno y malo, Adán y Eva no encontraron libertad, sino vergüenza 
y miedo. 

Luego el Evangelio nos lleva al desierto (cf. Mateo 4,1-11). Jesús, recién bautizado y proclamado Hijo amado del Padre, 
enfrenta cuarenta días de prueba. El enemigo lo invita a convertir las piedras en pan, a lanzarse desde el templo para 
demostrar quién es, y a aceptar todos los reinos del mundo a cambio de adoración. Donde el primer Adán dudó, Cristo 
confió. Donde la humanidad cayó, Jesús permaneció firme. 

No son historias antiguas que nada tienen que ver con nosotros. Son la imagen de lo que sucede cada día en nuestro 
propio corazón. 

“Convertir piedras en pan” aparece cuando intentamos llenar el vacío interior con distracciones o placeres pasajeros. 
Puede ser el consumo constante, el entretenimiento sin medida, el buscar escape cuando el alma está cansada. Puede 
significar recurrir al alcohol u otras sustancias para enfrentar el estrés, caer en hábitos en línea que preferiríamos  
mantener ocultos, o buscar afecto de maneras que no sanan la soledad. En el fondo, intentamos calmar un hambre 
espiritual con algo inmediato. 

“Lanzarnos desde el templo” se manifiesta en la necesidad de ser vistos, reconocidos, admirados. Cuando exageramos, 
cuando cuidamos demasiado la imagen, cuando medimos nuestro valor por el aplauso y no por el amor de Dios,  
estamos buscando confirmar nuestra identidad fuera de Él. 

“Todos los reinos del mundo” aparecen en decisiones más silenciosas: pequeñas faltas de honestidad, compromisos 
morales, poner el éxito o la comodidad por encima de la integridad, dejar que la ambición desplace poco a poco  
nuestra vida de fe. 

Ahí es donde se libra la verdadera batalla del corazón — en esas luchas silenciosas que casi nadie ve, pero que Dios sí 
ve. Pero este domingo no es un mensaje de condena. Es un mensaje de esperanza. San Pablo nos recuerda que donde 
abundó el pecado, sobreabundó la gracia (cf. Romanos 5,12-19). El nuevo Adán, Cristo, ha vencido. 

La Cuaresma, entonces, no es un esfuerzo desesperado por cambiarnos con nuestras propias fuerzas. No luchamos  
solos ni para ganar algo que aún no tenemos; luchamos apoyados en la victoria que Cristo ya nos regaló. 

Al comenzar este camino cuaresmal, les invito a dar un paso concreto. Si sus mañanas comienzan con distracción,  
comiencen con cinco minutos de oración. Si hay un hábito que los debilita — palabras duras, gastos innecesarios,  
tiempo perdido frente a la pantalla, o un comportamiento que sienten difícil de controlar — entréguenselo al Señor 
con un sacrificio sincero. Si se han alejado de la Confesión, hagan el propósito de regresar. Si necesitan perdonar, den 
el primer paso.  

La Cuaresma no pide gestos espectaculares. Pide pasos constantes y sinceros. Incluso un pequeño avance hacia Dios 
abre el corazón a una gracia más fuerte que cualquier debilidad. Y ahí comienza la verdadera libertad. 

Cuenten con mis oraciones por ustedes mientras caminamos juntos estos cuarenta días. 

Sinceramente en Cristo, 

Mons. “Juan” Cuong M. Pham  



REGISTRACION PARROQUIAL PARISH REGISTRATION 
We encourage all who worship with us to consider  
registering to our parish. Please return this form in the 
collection or drop it off at the parish office. Your  
participation will strengthen  your sense of belonging in 
God’s family.  
Name(s): _______________________________________ 
 

Address:____________________________ Apt_________ 
 

City _____________________________  ZIP ___________ 
 

Telephone: ______________________________________ 
 

E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE MARK ONE: 
[  ] New Registration    [  ] Change of Address 
 

PLEASE MARK ONE: 
[  ] I prefer envelopes   [  ] I prefer E-giving 

Registrarse permite que nuestra parroquia les pueda servir 
sus necesidades espirituales. Por favor devuelva este  
formulario en la colecta o déjelo en la oficina parroquial. 
Su participación fortalecerá su fe y su sentido de  
pertenencia en la familia de Dios. 
Nombre(s): _____________________________________ 
 

Dirección:___________________________ Apt________ 
 

Ciudad:_____________________ Código Postal________ 
 

Teléfono: _______________________________________ 
 

E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

POR FAVOR  MARCAR: 
[  ] Nueva Registración   [  ] Cambio de dirección 
 

POR FAVOR  MARCAR: 
[  ] Prefiero Sobres     [  ] Donaciones en línea 

The next Rosary Society 
meeting will be held on 
March 1, 2026 after the 
9:30am bilingual Mass, in the 
Lourdes room. All ladies over 
15 years old are welcome.  
Refreshments will be served. 
Bring a friend! 

ROSARY SOCIETY MEETING 

You are cordially invited to participate 
in our parish’s celebration of the  
Stations of the Cross/Via Crucis.  
This devotion is held in English every 
Friday during Lent right after the 12 
Noon Mass in the main church, while repairs are still  
being done in the chapel. Booklets will be provided for all 
participants. Come to retrace the steps of Jesus, to know 
the depth of His love for you! 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 





PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 
We remember our deceased loved ones by having them 
prayed for at Mass on every first Friday of the month (the 
day traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) as 
a meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment is $20 
per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society will be 
remembered for a whole year. We have currently  
enrolled: Kevin Wooley & Genevieve Gallagher, Anna 
Golub, Joseph Golub, Gregory Ukic, Silvia Torres Heredia 
& Maria Luisa Bibiano Ozuna. 

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a 
way for us to communicate with God and obtain His divine  
intervention. It can help sick people get well again and also 
gives us the strength in our own weakness and suffering.  
To add names to our Prayer List, please contact the parish 
office. There is no cost for enrolling people onto this list. 
We are currently praying for: William “Billy” Rumstick, 
Irene Luna 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

ESTACIONES DE LA CRUZ 
Están cordialmente invitados a  
participar en la celebración de las 
estaciones de la cruz/ el vía crucis en 
nuestra parroquia. Esta devoción se 
realiza cada viernes durante la  
cuaresma a las 7:00pm en la Iglesia 
principal mientras siguen las  
reparaciones en la capilla. Ven a repasar los pasos de  
Jesús para saber que tan profundo es Su amor por ti! 

 
Spiritual writers speak of Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament as “the 
Mass held in contemplation.”  
Devotion to the Eucharist will take 
place on Friday, March 6, 2026.  
 
 
Exposition and Adoration will take place right after the 
8:00am Mass and will conclude with Solemn Benediction 
before the start of the 12 Noon Mass. 

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 








