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Mass Times 

Pastoral Staff 

Weekend: Saturday Vigil 5:00PM 
Sunday: 8:00AM (English), 9:00AM (Italian- Every 2nd 
& 4th Sunday in the Chapel), 9:30AM (Bilingual), 
10:30AM (Czech-Slovak in the Chapel), 11:00AM 
(English), 12:30PM (Spanish), 3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
 

Weekday: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, Saturday 8:00AM 
 

First Fridays: 7:30 PM (Spanish) 
Holy Days: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, 7:30PM (Bilingual) 
Holidays: 9:00AM 

Infant Baptisms & Adult Sacraments: Contact  
Deacon Jacob Rodriguez for registration. 
 

Confessions: Every Saturday in the Chapel from 
3:30pm-4:30pm or by appointment during the week. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made 6 months 
in advance with a priest. 
 

Sweet Sixteen: Celebrated for parish members who 
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 

Anointing of the Sick: Available upon need.  
Hospital patients may ask to see the priest chaplain. 

Bautismos Infantiles y Sacramentos para Adultos:  
Hable con el Diacono Rodríguez para registraciones. 
 

Confesiones: Cada sábado en la capilla de 3:30pm-
4:30pm o por cita durante la semana. 
 

Bodas: Arreglos deben hacerse 6 meses en avance 
con un sacerdote. 
 

Quinceaños: Solamente para miembros  de la  
parroquia que han recibido la Confirmación.  
 

Unción de los Enfermos: Disponible por necesidad.  
Pacientes de hospital pueden pedir ver el capellán. 

Office Hours 



REGISTRACION PARROQUIAL PARISH REGISTRATION 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

We encourage all who worship with us to consider  
registering to our parish. Please return this form in the 
collection or drop it off at the parish office. Your  
participation will strengthen  your sense of belonging in 
God’s family.  
Name(s): _______________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________ Apt_________ 
 
City _____________________________  ZIP ___________ 
 
Telephone: ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE MARK ONE: 
[  ] New Registration    [  ] Change of Address 
 

PLEASE MARK ONE: 
[  ] I prefer envelopes   [  ] I prefer E-giving 

Registrarse permite que nuestra parroquia les pueda servir 
sus necesidades espirituales. Por favor devuelva este  
formulario en la colecta o déjelo en la oficina parroquial. 
Su participación fortalecerá su fe y su sentido de  
pertenencia en la familia de Dios. 
Nombre(s): _____________________________________ 
 
Dirección:___________________________ Apt________ 
 
Ciudad:_____________________ Código Postal________ 
 
Teléfono: _______________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

POR FAVOR  MARCAR: 
[  ] Nueva Registración   [  ] Cambio de dirección 
 

POR FAVOR  MARCAR: 
[  ] Prefiero Sobres     [  ] Donaciones en línea 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3 (The Most Holy Name of Jesus) 
 5:00pm  Lucille Matthews, Manolita Legere,  
   Ida Petrolino, Sibyana Elhoss  
    & Marwan Elhoss (Healing) 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 (The Epiphany of the Lord) 
 8:00am  Nancy Orellana 
 9:30am  The Living & Deceased Members of  
    Our Parish’s Rosary Society 
 11:00am  Intentions of Our Parish Jornada Group 
 12:30pm  Flora Castillo Castro, Ofelia Castro Díaz,  
   Baltazara De Jesús Lema, Segundo Alcibíades 
 Lucero, Lucia & Manuela Puente, Ney Leccia,  
 Elena Lujan (10o Aniverario), Consuelo Peña Cordero 
 

 3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 5 (Saint John Neumann) 
 8:00am  Marianne & Lenny DiVittorio and Family (Living) 
 12:00pm Flora Castillo Castro 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 (Saint Andrew Bessette) 
 8:00am Dominador V. Castroverde, Sr. 
 12:00pm Leonard Burton 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 (Saint Raymond de Penyafort) 
 8:00am Marta Pope & Family (Living) 
 12:00pm Vito Avena 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 
 8:00am Jane M. Bolin 
 12:00pm Mosler Family 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 9 
 8:00am Carmen Mont’Etna and Family (Living) 
 12:00pm Gilberto Martinez (20th Anniversary Memorial) 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10 
 8:00am     Rubi & Francisco Roldan and Family (Living) 
 5:00pm  John Thu Pham 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 (The Baptism of the Lord) 
 8:00am  Carmelina Comunale 
 9:00am Bernardino Petruso, Elio Di Monte,  
    Salvatore Chiaramonte  
 9:30am      Yeldilia Tavarez (Viva—En Accion de Gracias) 
 11:00am  Raymond Engel-Hardt 
 12:30pm  Ofelia Castro Diaz, Pedro Raposo,  
   Lucila Abreu, Maria Puente,  
   Consuelo Peña Cordero 

 3:00pm For the People of the Parish 



Sunday, January 4 
9:00am—1:00pm Rosary Society            Lourdes A/B 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9               Balcony 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA   Fatima & Upper Room 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo            Guadalupe A  
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community           Guadalupe B 
2:00pm—3:00pm Grupo de Amistad        Fatima 
 
Monday, January 5 
7:00am—5:00pm TYLWS             Gym 
5:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
7:00pm—9:00pm English OCIA           Guadalupe B 
 
Tuesday, January 6 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS            Gym 
5:00pm—9:00pm CYO            Gym 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi Practice        Balcony Room 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter   Guadalupe A/B 
        +Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Practica de Coro #1   Nazareth 
 
Wednesday, January 7 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
4:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education All Rooms 

Thursday, January 8 
7:00am—5:00pm TYLWS             Gym 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary            Guadalupe B 
5:30pm—7:30pm Religious Education All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:30pm Jornada Youth Group      Guadalupe A 
Friday, January 9 
7:00am—4:00pm TYLWS             Gym 
5:00pm—10:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:30pm—9:00pm OLMC Youth Group     Guadalupe A/B 
6:30pm—9:00pm Practica de Niños            Lourdes A/B 
Saturday, January 10 
9:00am—1:00pm AA Meeting       Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Coro de Niños             Lourdes A/B  
3:00pm—5:00pm F.H.C. Session 3            Guadalupe A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Ministerio de Consolacion        Fatima 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice          Nazareth 
Sunday, January 11 
11:00am—11:30am Italian Community            Lourdes A/B 
9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistad #14           Nazareth 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9               Balcony 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA   Fatima & Upper Room 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo            Guadalupe A  
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community           Guadalupe B 
10:30am—4:00pm Venta de Comida            Gym 

The Altar Candles are being offered for  
Bernardino Petruso, by Tony, Nina & Family 
 
 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament as “the 
Mass held in contemplation.”  
Devotion to the Eucharist will take 
place on Friday, February 6, 2026.  
Exposition and Adoration will take 
place right after the 8:00am Mass 
and will conclude with Solemn Benediction before the 
start of the 12 Noon Mass. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS– SEGUNDA COLECTAS 
We will have second collections taken after communion 
on the following date. We thank you for your generosity. 

 

January 4, 2026— Diocesan Mission 
January 18, 2026— Parish Maintenance 
January 25, 2026— Churches in Need 
 
Tendremos una segunda colecta despues de la comunion 
la siguente fecha. Les agradecemos su generosidad. 

 

4 de enero, 2026– Misiones Diocesanas 
18 de enero, 2026– Mantenimiento Parroquial 
25 de enero, 2026— Parroquias en Necesidad 

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

2025 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

As of December 29, 2025, 167 donors have pledged 
$77,299 from which $74,295 have been received.  
We thank all donors for contributing to our parish goal. 
In the coming weeks, we will begin our 2026 Annual  
Catholic Appeal. Together, we can continue to support 
the various ministries of our diocese and of our parish. 
 
Desde el 29 de diciembre, 2025, 167 donantes han  
prometido $77,299 de cual $74,295 han sido recibidos. Les 
agradecemos a todos por contribuir a nuestra meta. En las 
próximas semanas, comenzaremos la Campaña Católica 
del 2026. Juntos, podemos continuar apoyando a los  
varios ministerios de la diócesis y de nuestra parroquia. 

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS THIS WEEK 

GROUP AND SOCIETY MEETINGS IN OUR PARISH INSTITUTE 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART January 4, 2026 

Dear beloved parish family, 

As we gather this weekend, we immerse ourselves in the profound mystery and 

joy of the Solemnity of the Lord’s Epiphany, also known as the Feast of the Three 

Kings. This ancient celebration, predating even Christmas, takes us back to the 

earliest centuries of our faith. It commemorates the Magi’s journey – wise men 

from the East who represent Christ’s revelation to all nations, inviting everyone 

to recognize Jesus Christ as the true King and Savior. 

The word “epiphany,” with its Greek roots, signifies a “revealing” or a 

“manifestation.” In the context of our faith, it beautifully captures the various 

moments when Jesus's divine and human nature was revealed to the world: His 

birth, the adoration by the Magi, His baptism in the Jordan River, and His first 

miracle at Cana. These events, once celebrated together on this day, are now 

spread across our liturgical calendar, giving us space to reflect on each aspect of 

Christ's manifestation. 

Epiphany is adorned with meaningful customs. The nativity scene, a central piece 

of our Christmas devotion, reaches its full expression with the addition of the Magi, symbolizing their journey to wor-

ship the Christ Child. This tradition, along with the practice of gift-giving in some cultures, harkens back to the Magi’s 

gifts to Jesus, adding depth to our celebrations. 

In many countries, including my native Vietnam and Italy where I have lived for many years, the festive spirit extends 

until the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on February 2. The Twelfth Night, preceding Epiphany, is celebrated with 

cultural delicacies - from spice wines in Europe to spicy foods in the Orient, in memory of the Magi's Eastern origins. 

One charming tradition is the baking of an Epiphany cake, often a fruit or spice cake with a hidden trinket. The person 

who finds this token is named King or Queen of the feast, echoing the royal homage paid to Jesus by the Magi. 

While these traditions add color and joy to our celebration, the heart of Epiphany remains our participation in the Holy 

Mass. It is in the Mass that we truly encounter the mystery and majesty of Christ's revelation to the world. As we come 

together for this sacred celebration, let us embrace the spirit of the Magi – their pursuit of truth, their joy upon finding 

Jesus, and their homage to Him. These wise men, guided by a star, remind us to seek and follow Christ in our daily lives. 

As we mark this Epiphany, I encourage each of you to reflect on how the journey of the Magi mirrors our own faith 

journey. Just as they followed a star to find Jesus, may we too follow the light of our faith to find deeper meaning, con-

nection, and purpose in our lives. Let this feast be a catalyst for renewal in our spiritual lives, encouraging us to seek 

Christ with renewed vigor and to share His light with those around us. 

As we celebrate, let’s also contemplate how we can carry the spirit of this feast into our everyday lives. Whether it be 

in acts of kindness, in moments of prayer, or in our daily duties, let us be guided by the star of our faith, leading us ever 

closer to Jesus. 

Wishing you a blessed and joyous Epiphany. May this season fill your hearts with the light of Christ and guide your 

steps throughout the coming year. 

        In Christ’s love, 

        Msgr. “John” Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 4 de enero, 2026 

Querida familia parroquial, 

Al reunirnos este fin de semana, nos sumergimos en el profundo misterio y 
alegría de la Solemnidad de la Epifanía del Señor, también conocida como la 
Fiesta de los Tres Reyes. Esta antigua celebración, que precede incluso a la 
Navidad, nos remonta a los primeros siglos de nuestra fe. Conmemora el viaje de 
los Magos - hombres sabios del Este - quienes representan la revelación de Cristo 
a todas las naciones, invitando a todos a reconocer a Jesucristo como el 
verdadero Rey y Salvador. 

La palabra “epifanía”, de raíces griegas, significa una “revelación” o una 
“manifestación”. En el contexto de nuestra fe, captura bellamente los diversos 
momentos en que la naturaleza divina y humana de Jesús fue revelada al mundo: 
Su nacimiento, la adoración de los Magos, Su bautismo en el río Jordán y Su 
primer milagro en Caná. Estos eventos, una vez celebrados juntos en este día, 
ahora están distribuidos en nuestro calendario litúrgico, dándonos espacio para 
reflexionar sobre cada aspecto de la manifestación de Cristo. 

La Epifanía está adornada con costumbres significativas. La escena de la 
natividad, una pieza central de nuestra devoción navideña, alcanza su máxima 
expresión con la adición de los Magos, simbolizando su viaje para adorar al Niño 

Jesús. Esta tradición, junto con la práctica del intercambio de regalos en algunas culturas, remonta a los regalos de los 
Magos a Jesús, añadiendo profundidad a nuestras celebraciones. 

En muchos países, incluido mi Vietnam natal y en Italia donde he vivido durante muchos años, el espíritu festivo se 
extiende hasta la Fiesta de la Presentación del Señor el 2 de febrero. La Noche de Reyes, que precede a la Epifanía, se 
celebra con delicias culturales - desde vinos especiados en Europa hasta alimentos picantes en Oriente, en memoria de 
los orígenes orientales de los Magos. 

Una encantadora tradición es la elaboración de un pastel de Epifanía, a menudo un pastel de frutas o especias con un 
trinquete oculto. La persona que encuentra este objeto es nombrada Rey o Reina de la fiesta, haciendo eco del 
homenaje real rendido a Jesús por los Magos. 

Si bien estas tradiciones añaden color y alegría a nuestra celebración, el corazón de la Epifanía permanece en nuestra 
participación en la Santa Misa. Es en la Misa donde realmente encontramos el misterio y la majestuosidad de la 
revelación de Cristo al mundo. Al reunirnos para esta sagrada celebración, abracemos el espíritu de los Magos: su 
búsqueda de la verdad, su alegría al encontrar a Jesús y su homenaje a Él. Estos sabios, guiados por una estrella, nos 
recuerdan buscar y seguir a Cristo en nuestra vida diaria. 

Al conmemorar esta Epifanía, los animo a cada uno de ustedes a reflexionar sobre cómo el viaje de los Magos refleja 
nuestro propio camino de fe. Así como siguieron una estrella para encontrar a Jesús, que nosotros también sigamos la 
luz de nuestra fe para encontrar un significado más profundo, conexión y propósito en nuestras vidas. Que esta fiesta 
sea un catalizador para la renovación en nuestras vidas espirituales, animándonos a buscar a Cristo con renovado vigor 
y a compartir Su luz con quienes nos rodean. 

Al celebrar, contemplemos también cómo podemos llevar el espíritu de esta fiesta a nuestra vida cotidiana. Ya sea en 
actos de bondad, en momentos de oración o en nuestras tareas diarias, dejémonos guiar por la estrella de nuestra fe, 
llevándonos cada vez más cerca de Jesús. 

Les deseo una Epifanía bendita y llena de alegría. Que esta temporada llene sus corazones con la luz de Cristo y guíe 
sus pasos a lo largo del año venidero. 

        Con amor en Cristo,  

        Mons. “Juan” Cuong M. Pham 



PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

January 20, 2026  January 24, 2026 
February 24, 2026  February 28, 2026 
March 24, 2026   March 28, 2026 
April 21, 2026   April 25, 2026 
May 19, 2026   May 23, 2026 
June 23, 2026   June 27, 2026 
July 21, 2026   July 25, 2026 
August 18, 2026  August 22, 2026 

6 de Enero 2026  10 de Enero 2026 
10 de Febrero 2026  14 de Febrero 2026 
10 de Marzo 2026  14 de Marzo 2026 
7 de Abril 2026   11 de Abril 2026 
5 de Mayo 2026  9 de Mayo 2026 
9 d Junio 2026   13 de Junio 2026 
7 de Julio 2026   11 de Julio 2026 
4 de Agosto 2026  8 de Agosto 2026 

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak 
with Deacon Jacob to register your child for Baptism.  
You must bring the Birth Certificate of the child and $100 
donation. 

Preparation Meeting  Baptism Ceremony 
Tuesday-6:00pm-Institute 12:00pm-Main Church 

Reunion de Preparacion            Ceremonia de Bautismo 
Martes-6:00pm-Instituto          12:00pm-Iglesia 

We remember our deceased loved 
ones by having them prayed for at 
Mass on every first Friday of the 
month (the day traditionally dedicated 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) as a 
meaningful way to express our love. 
Enrollment is $15 per name. Those 
enrolled the Purgatorial Society will be 
remembered for a whole year.  
We have Currently enrolled: Hugh Mullin, Carol Grant, 
Cheong Nam Won, Elsie Ciavarra, Nick Ciavarra, Evelyn 
Castroverde, Daniel E. Muñoz Vallejo, Dr. Luvimin A. 
Singco, Sebastian Mont’Etna & Anthony DiBenedetto. 

INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a way 
for us to communicate with God and obtain His divine  
intervention. It can help sick people get well again and also 
gives us the strength in our own weakness and suffering.  
To add names to our Prayer List, please contact the parish 
office. There is no cost for enrolling people onto this list. We 
are currently praying for Dymtro Danyluk & Kevin Wooley. 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

I'm here to help as you seek to discover 
God's call for your life! If you have questions, 
need to talk through your discernment, or 
want to make an appointment, please feel 
free to contact me. 
 
Fr. Chris Bethge, Vocation Director 
718-827-2454|cbethge@cathedralprep.org 

FROM THE VOCATION DIRECTOR 

FOTOS DE LOS CORREDORES DE LA ANTORCHA GUADALUPANA 2025 



 



UPCOMING DIOCESAN YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT HOLY HOURS 
Below are the Youth Holy Hours that the Diocese will 
offer monthly. The desire and hope for these Holy Hours 
is to gather our youth together in the presence of our 
Lord. As we gather with them, we interceded for them 
and with them, continuously being reminded that they 
are who we are serving, they are not the future of our 
Church, they are the Church. All families are welcome & 
invited to spend time before the Blessed Sacrament!  
 
The hope for the Young Adult Holy Hours are to gather 

in the presence of our Lord and to provide them with an 
evening of prayer, a short talk, confession and  
fellowship. The location for each Young Adult Holy Hour 
will be at San Damiano Mission, 85 North 15th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY, at 7:00pm.  There will be a different  
topic on each date, given by varying speakers following 
the Holy Hour. Below are the dates and themes for each 
month’s topic. 

YOUTH HOLY HOURS 
 

 
February 6, 2026 

Saint Michael 
225 Jerome Street, Brooklyn 

YOUNG ADULT HOLY HOURS 
 
 

February 20, 2026: Lenten Day of Prayer 
 

March 20, 2026: TBA 
 

April 24, 2026: What is Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

May 15, 2026: Mary, Mother of the Church 

The Jornada Movement invites all families and their children to their annual Jornada Fundraiser Dance, this year at  
the parish of Sts. Simon & Jude in Brooklyn, NY, on January 31, 2026. A DJ will provide explicit-free music of  
multiple genres to create an enjoyable and safe ambience for youth to dance and meet other Catholic youth across our 
Diocese. Physical tickets can be bought at the parish office for $20 each, $25 at the door, or online ($20 with an  
additional processing fee) at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?
aff=oddtdtcreator. Finger food, soda and water will be sold separately. Dress to impress; no jeans or sneakers. 
 
El Movimiento de Jornada invita a todas las familias y a sus hijos a su baile anual de recaudación de fondos, este año en 
la parroquia de Sts. Simon & Jude en Brooklyn, NY, el 31 de enero de 2026. Un DJ ofrecerá música de varios géneros, 
sin contenido explícito, para crear un ambiente agradable y seguro donde los jóvenes puedan bailar y conocer a  
otros jóvenes Católicos de nuestra Diócesis. Los boletos físicos pueden comprarse en la oficina parroquial por $20 cada 
uno, $25 en la puerta, o en línea ($20 más un cargo de procesamiento) en: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-
red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator. Se venderán refrigerios por separado. Vestimenta 
formal de gala mantadoria! 

JORNADA  

DANCE 2025 

JORNADA FUNDRAISER DANCE 2026 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator




THE STARS WE FOLLOW 

Everyone follows a star. 

It is human nature to seek. If we are rich, we want to be richer. If we are 
smart, we want to be smarter. If we are powerful, we want to be more 
powerful. 

We cannot stay in one place, so to speak to say, "I am what I am, I have 
what I have, and it is enough." Even the very act of maintaining a status 
quo, be it health or wealth or spiritual goodness, requires action. It  
requires effort. It requires movement. This is human nature. There is 
nothing wrong with it. When we stop seeking, we die. 

But what are we looking for? Where are we going? 

I often wonder if the Magi knew what they were seeking really, truly 
knew. They were seeking "the newborn king of the Jews," yes, but did 
they understand who he was? What he was? I don't see how they could 
have. They were wise men, but they were not prophets. They simply 
knew this was an endeavor they had to undertake. They knew it in their 
souls. 

There really is very little that we know for certain about the Magi.  
We don't know how many of them there were. We don't know their 
religion. We don't know where they came from. All we know for certain 
is that they listened to a voice they heard deep within themselves.  
And, heeding that voice, they went forth. 

And what did they find? They found what we all seek, even if, foolishly, 
we seek it in riches or power. 

They found the face of the Child. 

So tell me this. Of all the stars you could follow, which one does the 
voice that one deep within you- tell you to chase? 

Point to it. And go forth. 

- Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

MAGI, THREE KINGS, THREE WISE MEN? WHO WERE THEY? 
We sing songs, give gifts, and move three mysterious men into our  
manger scenes. There's a rich heritage in the Catholic Church of  
celebrating the magi, but their origins are steeped in mystery.  
The original Greek calls these men magol. The word is translated  
elsewhere in Scripture to mean "magician," but a similar word was used 
in ancient history to describe an entirely different set of people  
altogether. In what is now modern-day Iran, the ruling empire had a 
wealthy priestly caste known as the Magi. At the time of Christ, the  
Magi formed one of the ruling councils of the Parthian Empire.  
These priests interpreted dreams and read the stars to anticipate major 
events that could affect the fortunes of the empire. 
We're not exactly sure where the magi of the Gospels traveled from. 
Matthew simply says "the east." History tells us that the ancient regions 
of Persia, Assyria. and Babylon all had a magi priesthood at the time of 
Christ. Whichever region they hailed from, they likely traveled over one 
thousand miles over the course of several months to arrive at the Holy 
Family. Unfortunately for the classic song, there is no concrete evidence 
these men were themselves kings, though they did bear gifts "from 
afar" at the prompting of their astronomical calculations. 



GOSPEL MEDITATION 

When I was 22, I went on a pilgrimage to Rome for the Jubilee Year of 
2000. I was traveling light with just a backpack, one blue shirt and 
black pants, little money, and no Italian. I had a few close friends  
and one goal: to reach the Eternal City. Despite the challenges and  
deprivations, I felt alive in a way I had never known before. 

When do you feel most alive? I'd wager it's not when you're most  
comfortable or surrounded by stuff. Rather, it's when your life is aimed 
at something great; when you're on a meaningful and challenging  
journey with good friends. 

That's the image the Magi give us in today's Gospel. They set out from 
the East not with certainty, but with hope. They study the signs,  
discipline their attention, and journey together, offering the best they 
have when they find the newborn King. 

The Church gives us their story at the start of the year to reawaken 
something in us. We are not meant to drift. We're meant to journey as 
pilgrims. The Jubilee Year of 2025 may have ended, but our pilgrimage 
has not. Like the magi, the closer we get to Christ, the more alive we 
become. 

Father John Muir 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 
First Reading: Isaiah prophesies a coming of age when 
the glory of the Lord would shine upon Israel and their 
hearts would throb with joy. Can you share an experience 
that brought you deep joy and happiness? 
 
Second Reading: Paul tells the Ephesians that the Holy 
Spirit revealed to him that all believers in Jesus (Jew and 
Gentile alike) were coheirs and members of the same 
body. Have you ever felt like an outsider who was wel-
comed by others? 
 
Gospel: In the story of the birth of Jesus, Matthew con-
trasts the fear and concern of King Herod with the joy and 
praise of the Magi. What feelings does the season of 
Christmas evoke for you? 


