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Mass Times 

Pastoral Staff 

Weekend: Saturday Vigil 5:00PM 
Sunday: 8:00AM (English), 9:00AM (Italian- Every 2nd 
& 4th Sunday in the Chapel), 9:30AM (Bilingual), 
10:30AM (Czech-Slovak in the Chapel), 11:00AM 
(English), 12:30PM (Spanish), 3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
 

Weekday: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, Saturday 8:00AM 
 

First Fridays: 7:30 PM (Spanish) 
Holy Days: 8:00AM & 12:00PM, 7:30PM (Bilingual) 
Holidays: 9:00AM 

Infant Baptisms & Adult Sacraments: Contact  
Deacon Jacob Rodriguez for registration. 
 

Confessions: Every Saturday in the Chapel from 
3:30pm-4:30pm or by appointment during the week. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made 6 months 
in advance with a priest. 
 

Sweet Sixteen: Celebrated for parish members who 
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 

Anointing of the Sick: Available upon need.  
Hospital patients may ask to see the priest chaplain. 

Bautismos Infantiles y Sacramentos para Adultos:  
Hable con el Diacono Rodríguez para registraciones. 
 

Confesiones: Cada sábado en la capilla de 3:30pm-
4:30pm o por cita durante la semana. 
 

Bodas: Arreglos deben hacerse 6 meses en avance 
con un sacerdote. 
 

Quinceaños: Solamente para miembros  de la  
parroquia que han recibido la Confirmación.  
 

Unción de los Enfermos: Disponible por necesidad.  
Pacientes de hospital pueden pedir ver el capellán. 

Office Hours 



REGISTRACION PARROQUIAL PARISH REGISTRATION 
We encourage all who worship with us to consider  
registering to our parish. Please return this form in the 
collection or drop it off at the parish office. Your  
participation will strengthen  your sense of belonging in 
God’s family.  
Name(s): _______________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________ Apt_________ 
 
City _____________________________  ZIP ___________ 
 
Telephone: ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE MARK ONE: 
[  ] New Registration    [  ] Change of Address 
 

PLEASE MARK ONE: 
[  ] I prefer envelopes   [  ] I prefer E-giving 

Registrarse permite que nuestra parroquia les pueda servir 
sus necesidades espirituales. Por favor devuelva este  
formulario en la colecta o déjelo en la oficina parroquial. 
Su participación fortalecerá su fe y su sentido de  
pertenencia en la familia de Dios. 
Nombre(s): _____________________________________ 
 
Dirección:___________________________ Apt________ 
 
Ciudad:_____________________ Código Postal________ 
 
Teléfono: _______________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

POR FAVOR  MARCAR: 
[  ] Nueva Registración   [  ] Cambio de dirección 
 

POR FAVOR  MARCAR: 
[  ] Prefiero Sobres     [  ] Donaciones en línea 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27 (Saint John) 
 5:00pm  Anna Hue & John Phuong, John Duy Pham,  
   Nanette Martinez, Lucille Matthews, Anthony 
   DiBenedetto, Healing for Therese Asuncion  
    & Paul Goode 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 
(The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph) 
 8:00am  All Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 9:00am Sabbia Carullo, San Nicola, Rosalia Bordone 
 9:30am  Rosario Ortega 
 11:00am  Anna Su & Maria Nguyen 
 12:30pm  Abel Peñafort Mesa, Ofelia Castro Díaz,  
   Fabián Rojas Ramírez,  
   José Flavio Santos Zarate y Juana Templos 
   Jhoanni Moreno (3 Meses),  
   Lucrecia Guzñay (8o Aniversario),  
       Ricardo Gutiérrez Álvarez, Leonor Gutiérrez Paz 
   En Honor al Divino Niño Jesús 
 

 3:00pm For the People of the Parish 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 29 (Saint Thomas Becket) 
 8:00am Gloria Geroche (Living—Birthday) 
 12:00pm Teresita V. Singco, Carmenchu T. Diago,  
    Roy Dean Teves 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30 
 8:00am Sebastian MontE’tna 
 12:00pm James Cordova (Living—In Thanksgiving) 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31 (Saint Sylvester I) 
 8:00am Sebastian Mont’Etna 
 12:00pm For Peace in our Nation 
 5:00pm Healing for Fiona Diago & June Williams 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 2026  
(Solemnity– Mary, Mother of God) 
 8:00am Deceased Members of the Min & Suh Family 
 11:00am Dinah Panaflorida & Veronica Zainali 
 12:30pm John Thu Pham 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 2  
(Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen) 
 8:00am Purgatorial Society 
 12:00pm Mary Zatura 
 7:30pm Winnie Burke 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 3 (The Most Holy Name of Jesus) 
 8:00am     Members of the Mother’s Prayer Group  
    & Family 
 5:00pm  Lucille Matthews, Sibyana Elhoss  
     & Marwan Elhoss, Manolita Legere, Ida Petrolino 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 (The Epiphany of the Lord) 
 8:00am  Nancy Orellana 
 9:30am  The Living & Deceased Members of  
    Our Parish’s Rosary Society 
 11:00am  Intentions of Our Parish Jornada Group 
 12:30pm  Flora Castillo Castro, Ofelia Castro Díaz,  
   Baltazara De Jesús Lema, Segundo Alcibíades 
   Lucero, Lucia & Manuela Puente, Ney Leccia 

 3:00pm For the People of the Parish 



Sunday, December 28 
9:00am—6:00pm Retirement Celebration           Gym 
9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistad #14  Nazareth 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9               Balcony 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA   Fatima & Upper Room 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B  
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community            Lourdes A/B 
 

Monday, December 29 
9:00am—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
7:00pm—9:00pm English OCIA       Guadalupe A/B 
 

Tuesday, December 30 
5:00pm—9:00pm CYO            Gym 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi Practice        Balcony Room 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter   Guadalupe A/B 
        +Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Practica de Coro #1   Nazareth 
 

Wednesday, December 31 
NO MEETINGS 

Thursday, January 1 
NO MEETINGS– New Year 
 
Friday, January 2 
NO MEETINGS– New Year 
 
Saturday, January 3 
9:00am—1:00pm AA Meeting       Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Coro de Niños             Lourdes A/B  
4:00pm—9:00pm Adult Sewing Group          Lourdes A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Ministerio de Consolacion        Fatima 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice          Nazareth 
7:00pm—10:00pm Cursillo Meeting       Guadalupe A/B 
 
Sunday, January 4 
9:00am—1:00pm Rosary Society            Lourdes A/B 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9               Balcony 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA   Fatima & Upper Room 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo            Guadalupe A  
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community           Guadalupe B 

WEEKLY MASS OFFERINGS 
 

We have omitted the report on the collections for this 
weekend due to early bulletin printing for the holidays. 

We will resume the report next week. 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament as “the 
Mass held in contemplation.”  
Devotion to the Eucharist will take 
place on Friday, January 2, 2026.  
Exposition and Adoration will take 
place right after the 8:00am Mass 
and will conclude with Solemn Benediction before the 
start of the 12 Noon Mass. 

We will have second collections taken after communion 
on the following date. We thank you for your generosity. 

January 4, 2026– Diocesan Mission 
January 18, 2026– Parish Maintenance 
 
Tendremos una segunda colecta despues de la comunion 
la siguente fecha. Les agradecemos su generosidad. 

4 de enero, 2026– Misiones Diocesanas 
18 de enero, 2026– Mantenimiento Parroquial 

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

2025 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

As of December 15th, 167 donors have pledged $77,299 
from which $74,295 have been received.  

The Knights of Columbus have established a council in Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel parish. They are looking for men to 
join the Order. You must be a man, at least eighteen years 
old and be in union with the Catholic Church. If you are 
interested go to KofC.org/JoinUs or contact Peter Perroni 
at peterperroni040@gmail.com. The Knights meet in the 
parish institute at 8:00pm every second Wednesday of the 
month. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS– SEGUNDA COLECTAS 

GROUP AND SOCIETY MEETINGS IN OUR PARISH INSTITUTE 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
First Reading: Sirach emphasizes the importance of children honoring and respecting their parents. What are some 
of your favorite memories of your parents? 
Second Reading: Paul taught the Colossians that families should show mutual respect and love toward one another. 
How do you encourage these virtues in your family? 
Gospel: We hear how the Holy Family faced some very dangerous circumstances early on. Can you think of some 
challenges your family has had to overcome? 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART December 28, 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As we welcome the dawn of a New Year, I extend to each of you  
my warmest congratulations and prayers for a Blessed New Year, 
rich with God’s abundant blessings. Reflecting on the past year,  
with all its challenges and uncertainties—including the complexities 
of the presidential election—we are reminded of the steadfast  
presence of Emmanuel, “God with us.” It is in His presence that we 
find the courage to embrace the future with hope, gratitude,  
and joy. 

This sacred season of Christmas reminds us that God’s love transcends all boundaries, uniting us as one family in faith. 
Christmas is not just a day; it is a season of rejoicing that continues through the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord,  
celebrated this year on Sunday, January 11, 2026. During this time, we are invited to meditate on the gift of God’s  
abiding presence in our lives. With Jesus by our side, we can face every uncertainty, confident in His promise to be our 
light and peace. 

As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family this Sunday, we are called to reflect on the profound importance of family. 
For so many of us, Christmas is a time when loved ones gather, hearts soften, and the spirit of reconciliation and  
kindness unites us. In the Holy Family of Mary, Joseph, and the Christ Child, we see the perfect example of a family 
grounded in faith, love, and obedience to God’s will. No matter the trials we face, may each of our families strive to 
reflect this divine model: places where love reigns, faith thrives, and God’s presence is tangibly felt. 

The family is not just a haven for personal comfort but also a place where the seeds of faith and holiness are sown. In a 
world that often feels divided, our families can become beacons of unity and understanding. As we carry forward the 
spirit of Christmas, let us encourage one another to build homes that reflect the love, forgiveness, and generosity of 
Christ.  

This truth extends beyond our individual households to our parish family here at Our Lady of Mount Carmel. We are a 
diverse and vibrant community, enriched by our many cultures, languages, and traditions, yet united by our shared 
faith in Christ. Let us pray that in this New Year, our parish becomes an even greater beacon of God’s love. May we 
strengthen the bonds of fellowship, embrace one another’s unique gifts, and walk together on the path to holiness.  
In doing so, we truly become the face of Emmanuel-Jesus Christ to one another and to the world. 

Our parish thrives when we each contribute our unique gifts and talents to its life. From our liturgical celebrations to 
our outreach programs and moments of personal prayer, we are called to be active participants in this family of faith. 
Let this year be one where we deepen our commitment to serving one another, where we listen more attentively to 
each other’s needs, and where we find joy in working together for the glory of God. Together, we can make Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel a place of welcome, healing, and hope for all who come through its doors. 

As Pope Leo XIV reminds us, we live in a time of great challenges—challenges that threaten humanity and creation  
itself. Yet even in the face of such trials, we are called to look forward with hope. This hope is rooted in God’s infinite 
mercy. By accepting His forgiveness and grace, we rediscover our shared identity as children of the same loving Father 
and as brothers and sisters walking together in peace. May this truth inspire us to be instruments of reconciliation,  
unity, and love in our homes, our parish, and the wider world. 

With the joy of Christ’s birth still fresh in our hearts, let us step into 2026 with renewed faith and love. Together,  
may we build a future filled with hope and grace.  

Happy New Year! 

Msgr. “John” Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 28 de diciembre, 2025 

Queridos feligreses en Cristo, 

Al dar la bienvenida al amanecer de un Nuevo Año, extiendo a cada 

uno de ustedes mis más cálidas felicitaciones y oraciones por un Año 

Nuevo bendecido, lleno de las abundantes bendiciones de Dios.  

Al reflexionar sobre el año pasado, con todos sus desafíos e  

incertidumbres—incluyendo las complejidades de las elecciones  

presidenciales—recordamos la presencia constante de Emmanuel, 

"Dios con nosotros". Es en Su presencia que encontramos el valor para 

abrazar el futuro con esperanza, gratitud y alegría. 

Esta sagrada temporada de Navidad nos recuerda que el amor de Dios trasciende todas las fronteras, uniéndonos  

como una sola familia en la fe. La Navidad no es solo un día; es una temporada de alegría que continúa hasta la Fiesta 

del Bautismo del Señor, celebrada este año el domingo 11 de enero de 2026. Durante este tiempo, se nos invita a  

meditar sobre el don de la presencia constante de Dios en nuestras vidas. Con Jesús a nuestro lado, podemos enfrentar 

cualquier incertidumbre, confiados en Su promesa de ser nuestra luz y nuestra paz. 

Al celebrar la Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia este domingo, se nos llama a reflexionar sobre la profunda importancia de la 

familia. Para muchos de nosotros, la Navidad es un tiempo en el que los seres queridos se reúnen, los corazones se 

ablandan y el espíritu de reconciliación y bondad nos une. En la Sagrada Familia de María, José y el Niño Jesús, vemos 

el ejemplo perfecto de una familia cimentada en la fe, el amor y la obediencia a la voluntad de Dios. Sin importar las 

pruebas que enfrentemos, que cada una de nuestras familias se esfuerce por reflejar este modelo divino: lugares  

donde reina el amor, prospera la fe y se siente tangiblemente la presencia de Dios. 

La familia no es solo un refugio de consuelo personal, sino también un lugar donde se siembran las semillas de la fe y la 

santidad. En un mundo que a menudo se siente dividido, nuestras familias pueden convertirse en faros de unidad y 

comprensión. Esta verdad se extiende más allá de nuestros hogares individuales a nuestra familia parroquial aquí en 

Nuestra Señora del Monte Carmelo. Somos una comunidad diversa y vibrante, enriquecida por nuestras muchas  

culturas, idiomas y tradiciones, pero unida por nuestra fe compartida en Cristo.  

Nuestra parroquia prospera cuando cada uno de nosotros contribuye con sus dones y talentos únicos a su vida. Desde 

nuestras celebraciones litúrgicas hasta nuestros programas de alcance y momentos de oración personal, estamos  

llamados a ser participantes activos en esta familia de fe. Juntos, podemos hacer de Nuestra Señora del Monte  

Carmelo un lugar de bienvenida, sanación y esperanza para todos los que cruzan sus puertas. 

Como nos recuerda el Papa León XIV, vivimos en una época de grandes desafíos—desafíos que amenazan a la  

humanidad y a la creación misma. Sin embargo, incluso frente a tales pruebas, estamos llamados a mirar hacia  

adelante con esperanza. Esta esperanza está arraigada en la infinita misericordia de Dios. Al aceptar Su perdón y gracia, 

redescubrimos nuestra identidad compartida como hijos del mismo Padre amoroso y como hermanos y hermanas  

caminando juntos en paz. Que esta verdad nos inspire a ser instrumentos de reconciliación, unidad y amor en nuestros 

hogares, nuestra parroquia y el mundo en general. 

Con la alegría del nacimiento de Cristo aún fresca en nuestros corazones, avancemos hacia el 2026 con renovada fe y 

amor. Juntos, construyamos un futuro lleno de esperanza y gracia.  

Feliz Año Nuevo! 

Mons. “Juan” Cuong M. Pham 



PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

January 20, 2026  January 24, 2026 
February 24, 2026  February 28, 2026 
March 24, 2026   March 28, 2026 
April 21, 2026   April 25, 2026 
May 19, 2026   May 23, 2026 
June 23, 2026   June 27, 2026 
July 21, 2026   July 25, 2026 
August  

6 de Enero 2026  10 de Enero 2026 
10 de Febrero 2026  14 de Febrero 2026 
10 de Marzo 2026  14 de Marzo 2026 
7 de Abril 2026   11 de Abril 2026 
5 de Mayo 2026  9 de Mayo 2026 
9 d Junio 2026   13 de Junio 2026 
7 de Julio 2026   11 de Julio 2026 
Agosto 

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak 
with Deacon Jacob to register your child for Baptism.  
You must bring the Birth Certificate of the child and $100 
donation. 

Preparation Meeting  Baptism Ceremony 
Tuesday-6:00pm-Institute 12:00pm-Main Church 

Reunion de Preparacion            Ceremonia de Bautismo 
Martes-6:00pm-Instituto          12:00pm-Iglesia 

We remember our deceased loved 
ones by having them prayed for at 
Mass on every first Friday of the 
month (the day traditionally dedicated 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) as a 
meaningful way to express our love. 
Enrollment is $15 per name. Those 
enrolled the Purgatorial Society will be 
remembered for a whole year.  
We have Currently enrolled: Hugh Mullin, Carol Grant, 
Cheong Nam Won, Elsie Ciavarra, Nick Ciavarra, Evelyn 
Castroverde, Daniel E. Muñoz Vallejo, Dr. Luvimin A. 
Singco, Sebastian Mont’Etna & Anthony DiBenedetto. 

INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a way 
for us to communicate with God and obtain His divine  
intervention. It can help sick people get well again and also 
gives us the strength in our own weakness and suffering.  
To add names to our Prayer List, please contact the parish 
office. There is no cost for enrolling people onto this list. We 
are currently praying for Dymtro Danyluk & Kevin Wooley. 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

I'm here to help as you seek to discover 
God's call for your life! If you have questions, 
need to talk through your discernment, or 
want to make an appointment, please feel 
free to contact me. 
 
Fr. Chris Bethge, Vocation Director 
718-827-2454|cbethge@cathedralprep.org 

FROM THE VOCATION DIRECTOR 

UPCOMING DIOCESAN YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT HOLY HOURS 
Below are the Youth Holy Hours that the Diocese will 
offer monthly. The desire and hope for these Holy Hours 
is to gather our youth together in the presence of our 
Lord. As we gather with them, we interceded for them 
and with them, continuously being reminded that they 
are who we are serving, they are not the future of our 
Church, they are the Church. All families are welcome & 
invited to spend time before the Blessed Sacrament!  
 

The hope for the Young Adult Holy Hours are to gather 
in the presence of our Lord and to provide them with an 
evening of prayer, a short talk, confession and  
fellowship. The location for each Young Adult Holy Hour 
will be at San Damiano Mission, 85 North 15th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY, at 7:00pm.  There will be a different  
topic on each date, given by varying speakers following 
the Holy Hour. Below are the dates and themes for each 
month’s topic. 

YOUTH HOLY HOURS 
 

 
February 6, 2026 

Saint Michael 
225 Jerome Street, Brooklyn 

 

YOUNG ADULT HOLY HOURS 
 
 
 

February 20, 2026: Lenten Day of Prayer 
 

March 20, 2026: TBA 
 

April 24, 2026: What is Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

May 15, 2026: Mary, Mother of the Church 



 





JORNADA FUNDRAISER DANCE 2026 
The Jornada Movement invites all families and their children to 
their annual Jornada Fundraiser Dance, this year at the parish of 
Sts. Simon & Jude in Brooklyn, NY, on January 31, 2026. A DJ will 
provide explicit-free music of multiple genres to create an  
enjoyable and safe ambience for youth to dance and meet other 
Catholic youth across our Diocese. Physical tickets can be bought 
at the parish office for $20 each, $25 at the door, or online  
($20 with an additional processing fee) at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-
1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator. Finger food, soda and water 
will be sold separately. Dress to impress; no jeans or sneakers. 
 

El Movimiento de Jornada invita a todas las familias y a sus hijos a su baile anual de recaudación de fondos, este año en 
la parroquia de Sts. Simon & Jude en Brooklyn, NY, el 31 de enero de 2026. Un DJ ofrecerá música de varios géneros, 
sin contenido explícito, para crear un ambiente agradable y seguro donde los jóvenes puedan bailar y conocer a  
otros jóvenes Católicos de nuestra Diócesis. Los boletos físicos pueden comprarse en la oficina parroquial por $20 cada 
uno, $25 en la puerta, o en línea ($20 más un cargo de procesamiento) en: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-
red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator. Se venderán refrigerios por separado. Vestimenta 
formal de gala! 

JORNADA  

DANCE 2025 

RECTORY OFFICE CLOSING 
      The  parish  office  will  be  closed  on  Thursday,  
   January 1st & Friday, January 2nd and will reopen  
      On  Saturday,  January  3rd  at  9:00am  resuming  
       regular office schedule. Please see the holiday  
       Mass schedule on the previous page. 

       La  oficina  parroquial  estará  cerrada  el  jueves,  1  de  enero  y  
       viernes,  2  de  enero,  y  volverá  abrir  el  sábado,  3  de  enero  a  
las 9:00am regresando al horario normal de oficina. Por favor vea el 
horario de Misas en la pagina previa. 

OFICINA CERRADA 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jornada-red-carpet-dance-2026-tickets-1975288409807?aff=oddtdtcreator


OTHER PLANS 
I don't know exactly what kind of life Mary and Joseph  
envisioned when they were first betrothed back in those 
simple times when they were just like any other couple who 
had hopes, dreams and no angels telling them what to do. 

Whatever their plans were, I think it's safe to say that the 
future God had in store for Mary and Joseph was not one 
either of them expected. I would imagine they both  
anticipated something a little quieter. A little more stable 
(no pun intended). A little less tumultuous. 

It exhausts me simply to read through the chaos of their 
movements in today's Gospel. Flee to Egypt, return to  
Israel (but not Judea! Herod's son is there! Divert to  
Galilee! Divert!). Settle in Nazareth (let me remind you, this 
is all happening with a baby in tow, and without the aid of a 
minivan). Take a deep breath, but don't get too comfortable 
now it's almost time to lose your kid in Jerusalem. Then 
you'll have about 20 years off before he starts raising  
people from the dead, and that's when things start to get 
really crazy. 

The story of the Holy Family is the ultimate example of the 
phrase "God had other plans." If any four-word sentence 
encapsulates what we can expect from the Christian life,  
it is this. 

I thought I was meant for that job, but God had other plans. 
I thought I would live in this place, but God had other plans. 
I thought I was supposed to become this person, but God 
had other plans. 

We can do all the right things. We can make all the right 
choices. We can say, over and over again until our voice 
wears out, "Thy will be done." But all we can know for sure 
is that God has other plans. 

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 
Question: If I go to the Sacrament of Penance and end up repeating the 
same sins, does that mean I do not have a strong enough intention to 
amend my life? 
Answer: There is a popular expression that says, "Be patient. God isn't  
finished with me yet!" Growing in faith and holiness is an ongoing.  
life-long project, and our struggle with sin is at the heart of it. As St. Paul 
says, the good he intends to do, he does not do. The evil he does not  
intend, he does! It is not always a lack of intention, but more often the 
allure of evil that makes it difficult to change. 
When we confess our sins, we are to come with a fully contrite heart.  
You need to reflect on your true feelings toward your actions before  
approaching the sacrament. After confession, there are strategies you can 
make to avoid falling into the same traps of sin. First, pray for and seek 
out strength and perseverance through multiple sacraments, charitable 
work, and personal sacrifice. Second, avoid occasions of sin when you 
might fail or be sorely tempted. In doing these things, remind yourself  
daily that it is a spiritual war we wage, and with God's grace, we will  
succeed. 



GOSPEL MEDITATION 

When I was ten, my dad gathered our family around the table. in small-town 
Vermont and told us we were moving to the big desert city of Phoenix,  
Arizona. We were leaving behind family, friends, and everything familiar. 
None of us knew what to expect. 

But something beautiful happened. As we made the move together, our 
family grew closer. In retrospect, I'm amazed at my parents' courage to go 
on that adventure. Even as a kid I realized our family found, in that  
challenge, a deeper unity and mutual love. 

In today's Gospel, Joseph is told: "Rise, take the child and his mother, and 
flee..." (Matthew 2:13, 20). First to Egypt, then later to Israel. The Holy  
Family is frequently challenged to move and change, to adapt to God's will 
for them, in order to find safety in the midst of threat. It's not just an  
idiosyncratic story about survival. It's a spiritual pattern for all of us.  
Every Christian family is called to be a kind of sanctuary, especially in a 
world full of noise, busyness, and fear. 

May I make a practical application for us? The Lord's Day, Sunday, is perhaps 
the most practical way we imitate this. dynamic we see in Joseph and his 
family. Sunday is not meant to be just like every other day, filled with  
errands and stress. It's meant to be a day set apart; a holy "escape" into 
rest, worship, joy, and peace. A day to rise, take your family, and flee, into 
God's presence 

Father John Muir 


