
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday Main Church: 

8:00 AM (English) 

9:30 AM (Bilingual) 

11:00 AM (English) 

12:30 PM (Spanish) 

3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 

Chapel: 

9:00 AM (Italian) 
Every Second & Fourth Sunday 

10:30 AM (Czech-Slovak) 

Weekdays 8:00 AM and 12:00 Noon 

Saturday 8:00 AM 

First Fridays 7:30 PM (Spanish) 

Holy Days 8:00 AM, 12 PM (English) 

and 7:30 PM (Bilingual) 

Holidays Only one Mass at 9:00 AM 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

PASTOR 
Rev. Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 

 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
Rev. Hung Sy Tran 

 

PERMANENT DEACONS 
Deacon Ruben Mendez 

Deacon Jacob Rodriguez 
 

PARISH MANAGER 
Celeste Stewart 

cstewart@diobrook.org 
 

RELIGIOUS ED COORDINATOR 
Nelly Gutierrez 

ccdmountcarmel@gmail.com 
 

PARISH SECRETARY 
Luis Sanchez 

Lsanchez@diobrook.org 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR  
Lucille Mascia 

 

YOUTH MINISTER 
Dayonel Mejia 

MASS TIMES  

Live-streamed Masses can be accessed  
on our website 

CHURCH HOURS 
Weekday: 7:00am—7:00pm 
Saturday: 7:00am—6:00pm 
Sunday: 7:00am—4:00pm 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Weekday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon  
1:00pm—8:30pm 

 

Saturday:  
9:00am—5:00pm 

 
 

Follow us on Social Media: 
@OLMCAstoria 

23-25 Newtown Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102       
Tel. 718.278.1834 | www.mountcarmelastoria.org 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL CHURCH 



BECOME A CATHOLIC: Adults interested in  
becoming Catholic, or completing their First  
Communion and Confirmation, or general  

catechesis, may enroll in the OCIA program. Please call 
the office and ask for Deacon Jacob Rodriguez or Ms. 
Nelly Gutierrez.  

 
INFANT BAPTISMS: Please see a list of  
scheduled baptism dates in this bulletin. You may 
call the parish office to schedule an appointment 

with Deacon Jacob Rodriguez for the initial intake and to 
answer any additional questions. 

 
PRE-ADMISSION ANOINTING: If you know 
you will be entering the hospital for  
elective surgery, it is appropriate and  

recommended to receive the sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick BEFORE entering the hospital. Please call 
the office and ask to speak with the priest on duty to 
schedule an appointment before admission. 

 
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Call the 
parish office to arrange for a Priest or  
Eucharistic Minister to bring Communion to the 

homebound. In case one’s health is seriously impaired by 
sickness or old age,  please let the receptionist know so 
that they can let a  Priest on duty know to administer the 
sacrament of the Anointing of the sick. 

 
MARRIAGES: Couples should make  
arrangements with a priest or deacon at the  
parish office at least six months in advance. 
 
CONFESSIONS: Confessions are heard every 
Saturday in the Chapel from 3:30pm to 4:30pm 
prior to the 5:00pm English Mass. 
 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAININGS:  
Coordinated by Ms. Nelly Gutierrez, an 
awareness education is required for all staff 
and volunteers who interact or come into  
contact with minors and recommended for all. 

Please visit www.virtusonline.org to register for a class 
and present the completion certificate to the parish office. 
 

 
QUINCEAÑERA/SWEET SIXTEEN 
MASS: Please make an appointment with 
Ms. Nelly Gutierrez by calling the parish 
office. The young lady should have received 

Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation. The family 
must live within our parish boundaries and be officially 
registered in the parish. 

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS RECIBIENDO LOS SACRAMENTOS 

HAZTE CATÓLICO: Adultos interesados en 
hacerse Católicos, completar su Primera  
Comunión o Confirmación, o para recibir  

formación catequética general, pueden inscribirse en el 
programa de RICA. Favor de llamar al Diacono Jacob  
Rodriguez or la Sra. Nelly Gutierrez. 

 
BAUTISMOS INFANTILES: Por favor vea una 
lista de fechas para bautizos en este boletín. Puede 
llamar a la oficina parroquial para hacer una cita 

con el Diacono Jacob Rodríguez para la entrevista inicial y 
para responder cualquier pregunta adicional. 

 
UNCIÓN ANTES DE INGRESO AL  
HOSPITAL: Si usted sabe que será ingresado al 
hospital para una cirugía programada, es  

apropiado y recomendado recibir el sacramento de la  
Unción de los Enfermos ANTES de la hospitalización. 
Por favor llame la oficina parroquial y pida hablar con el 
sacerdote disponible para hacerle una cita  antes del  
ingreso al hospital. 

 

CUIDADO PAST ORAL  DE L OS  
ENFERMOS: Llame a la oficina parroquial para 
coordinar un sacerdote o ministro de la Eucaristía 

para llevar Comunión a las personas que no pueden salir 
de casa. En caso de que la salud de alguien esté seriamente 
afectada por enfermedad o edad avanzada, deje saber al 
recepcionista para que un sacerdote administre el  
sacramento de la Unción de los Enfermos. 

 

MATRIMONIOS: La pareja debe hacer los  
arreglos con un sacerdote o un diacono en la  
oficina parroquial seis meses en avance. 
 

CONFESIONES: Confesiones son escuchadas 
cada sábado en la capilla de 3:30pm a 4:30pm  
antes de la misa en Ingles a las 5:00pm. 

 

ENTRENAMIENTO DE AMBIENTE  
SEGURO: Coordinadora: Sra. Nelly  
Gutiérrez. Se requiere educación de  
concientización para todo el personal y  
voluntarios que interactúan o tienen contacto 

con menores, y es recomendada para todos. Por favor  
visite www.virtusonline.org para registrarse y presente el 
certificado de compleción a la oficina parroquial. 

 
 

MISA DE QUINCEAÑERA/ SWEET  
SIXTEEN: Favor hacer una cita con la  
Sra. Nelly llamando la oficina parroquial.  
La muchacha debe haber recibido los  

sacramentos de Bautismo, Primera Comunión y  
Confirmación. La familia debe vivir dentro de los confines 
de la parroquia y ser miembros oficialmente registrados. 

OUR PARISH ALSO OFFERS NUESTRA PARROQUIA TAMBIEN OFRECE 

http://virtusonline.org
http://virtusonline.org


INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  

Information regarding the collection was omitted this week  
because the bulletin was prepared in advance in preparation for 
the Youth Jubilee Pilgrimage. Information will be posted in 
the next bulletin. 

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak with 
Deacon Jacob to register your child for Baptism.  

August 17, 2025– There will be a second collection after 
communion for Fr. PJ’s mission school in Nigeria. If you 
can’t make a donation during today’s Masses, visit the 
parish office  to drop it off in an envelope marked for  
Fr. PJ or ask to see him. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
August 24, 2025– There will be a second collection after 
communion for our parish maintenance. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTION 

WEEKLY MASS OFFERINGS 

2025 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

August 19, 2025  August 23, 2025 
September 23, 2025  September 27, 2025 
October 21, 2025  October 25, 2025 
November 18, 2025  November 22, 2025 
December 23, 2025  December 27, 2025 

5 de Agosto 2025  9 de Agosto 2025 
9 de Septiembre 2025  13 de Septiembre 2025 
7 de Octubre 2025  11 de Octubre 2025 
4 de Noviembre 2025  8 de Noviembre 2025 
9 de Diciembre 2025  13 de Diciembre 2025 

Preparation Meeting  Baptism Ceremony 
Tuesday-6:00pm-Institute 12:00pm-Main Church 

Reunion de Preparacion Ceremonia de Bautismo 
Martes-6:00pm-Instituto     12:00pm-Iglesia Principal 

We ask each family to consider making a tax-deductible 
gift today. Our goal is to receive an offering from every 
family, no matter the amount, so that we can reach our 
goal! As of July 21, 2025, 122 donors have pledged 
$54,426 from which $47,070 has been received.  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 (Saint Eusebius of Vercelli) 
 5:00pm   Msgr. Celsus Collini, 
   For the safe return of our Jubilee Pilgrims 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 (18th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am  Carol Gigante (3rd Anniversary) 
 9:30am Living & Deceased Members of our Parish’s 
    Rosary Society 
 11:00am Eugene Browne 
 12:30pm Ricarda Delfina Rivas Pérez, Lucia Puente, 
   Ricardo Gutiérrez Álvarez, Leonor Gutiérrez 
   Paz, Antonio Toribio (7 Aniversario de muerte) 
      En Honor a San Judas Tadeo por Beneficios Recibidos 
    En celebración por los 18 años de Kimberly Raymundo, 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

MONDAY, AUGUST 4 (Saint John Vianney) 
 8:00am For the Safe Return of our Jubilee Pilgrims 
 12:00pm Romana & Tertullano Guevara, Sr. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5  
(Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major) 
 8:00am Patrick Gannon 
 12:00pm Joseph Scarola 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6  
(The Transfiguration of the Lord) 
 8:00am   For repentance in the world 
 12:00pm Ed Moser 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 7 (Saint Sixtus II) 
 8:00am Anthony Servini 
 12:00pm Our Parish’s Legion of Mary 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 (Saint Dominic) 
 8:00am Holy Souls in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Flushing 
 12:00pm John Thu Pham 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 9  
(Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross) 
 8:00am     Anna Hue & John Phuong 
 5:00pm   Leonisa M. Dimanaran, John Duy Pham, 
   Gilberto & Neida Martinez on their  
    74th Heavenly Anniversary 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 10 
 8:00am  John C. Immordino 
 9:00am Madonna Deg’Angeli 
 9:30am For Our Parish’s Jornada Group 
 11:00am William Ciangiola 
 12:30pm Ines Sierra Huerta, Angelica Lopez Chavez, 
   Marlene Torres,  
   Antonio Toribio (7 aniversario de muerte) 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART August 3, 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As we journey through the heart of summer, I’d like to take 
this opportunity to share a few friendly reminders—born not 
out of criticism, but of care. These are small ways we can 
grow together in reverence for God’s House and in love for 
one another. 

Please dress in a manner befitting the sacred. 

Mass is not just another event—it’s an encounter with God. Especially for those who serve in liturgical roles (Lectors, 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers, Sacristans, Ushers, and Musicians), attire should reflect the dignity of this moment. 

 Men are encouraged to wear a dress shirt and pants with proper shoes—not sneakers. A jacket or tie, while not 
required, is a meaningful sign of reverence. 

Women are encouraged to wear modest and dignified attire, such as a blouse with a skirt or dress pants, ideally with 
a jacket or appropriate covering. 

If you wouldn’t wear it to a formal event or a professional workplace, it may not be suitable for Mass—especially when 
serving in a visible role. Of course, we recognize that circumstances differ, but when we serve at the altar, we represent 
the Church, and our reverence should show both inwardly and outwardly. 

Be attentive to hygiene and grooming. 

This can be sensitive to mention, but it matters. Strong body odor, unwashed clothes, or overpowering cologne can 
unintentionally distract those nearby. Cleanliness, modesty, and moderation in fragrance are simple, thoughtful ways 
of showing care for our neighbors—and make worship more peaceful for all. If the person behind us is spending more 
time gasping than praying, something has gone awry! 

Please refrain from eating, drinking, or chewing gum in church. 

The only food meant to be consumed in this sacred space is the Body and Blood of Christ. While many of you have gen-
erously brought food or clothing for the poor in the past, we are no longer equipped to receive these items.  
I encourage you instead to contact St. Mary’s Church Clothing Drive at (718) 529–6070 or visit  
stmarysclothingdrive.com to schedule a free home pickup.  

Let us preserve a spirit of holy silence. 

The church is a place of prayer. Please refrain from unnecessary talking before and after Mass, especially during  
transitions between services. Warm greetings and fellowship are important—but best shared outside the sanctuary or 
in the vestibule so as not to disturb others who may be praying. 

As your pastor, I am well aware that distractions can happen—late arrivals, restless children, a phone ringing, an  
off-key singer, or someone unintentionally blocking your pew. These things are part of life. But they can also be  
occasions of grace—opportunities to grow in patience, humility, and charity. And if you realize you may have been the 
cause of someone else’s distraction, don’t be discouraged. Just take it as a gentle nudge to improve next time— 
for God’s glory and the good of the community. 

I remain truly grateful for the many ways you already show reverence and love in our parish. Together, let us continue 
to build a worshiping community that is prayerful, welcoming, and worthy of the Lord we come to encounter. 

With every good wish and prayer, I remain 

        Devotedly yours in Christ, 

        Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 

https://stmarysclothingdrive.com


DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 3 de Agosto, 2025 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 

Al seguir caminando juntos por el corazón del verano, quiero 
aprovechar esta oportunidad para compartir con ustedes 
algunas amables recordaciones—no nacen de la crítica, sino 
del cariño pastoral. Son pequeños gestos que, si los abraza-
mos juntos, pueden ayudarnos a crecer en reverencia hacia 
la Casa de Dios y en amor los unos por los otros. 

Por favor, vístanse de manera apropiada para lo sagrado. 

La Misa no es un evento más; es un encuentro real con el Señor. Especialmente quienes tienen un papel visible en la 
liturgia (Lectores, Monaguillos, Ministros Extraordinarios de la Sagrada Comunión, Sacristanes, Ujieres y Músicos), 
deben vestir de manera que refleje la dignidad de ese momento. 

 Se recomienda a los hombres usar camisa de vestir y pantalón formal, con zapatos adecuados (no zapatillas  
deportivas). Una chaqueta o corbata, aunque no son obligatorias, son signos valiosos de respeto y reverencia. 

 Se invita a las mujeres a vestir con modestia y dignidad, usando una blusa con falda o pantalón formal,  
preferiblemente con chaqueta o prenda que cubra apropiadamente. 

Como regla general: si no lo usarías para una ocasión formal o un ambiente profesional, probablemente no sea lo más 
apropiado para asistir o servir en la Misa. Entendemos que las circunstancias personales varían, pero cuando servimos 
en el altar, representamos a la Iglesia, y nuestra reverencia debe notarse tanto por dentro como por fuera. 

Sean atentos con la higiene y el arreglo personal. 

Sabemos que es un tema delicado, pero también importante. El olor corporal fuerte, la ropa sin lavar o los perfumes 
demasiado intensos pueden distraer sin querer a los demás. La limpieza, la modestia y el uso moderado de fragancias 
son maneras sencillas y consideradas de mostrar caridad hacia nuestros hermanos. Si la persona que está detrás pasa 
más tiempo aguantando la respiración que rezando… ¡algo ha salido mal! 

Por favor, absténganse de comer, beber o mascar chicle dentro de la iglesia. 

El único alimento que debe recibirse en este lugar sagrado es el Cuerpo y la Sangre de Cristo. Agradecemos a quienes, 
en el pasado, trajeron alimentos o ropa para los más necesitados. Sin embargo, en este momento no tenemos la  
capacidad de recibir ni distribuir estos artículos. Les animo, en cambio, a ponerse en contacto con St. Mary’s Church 
Clothing Drive al (718) 529–6070 o visitar stmarysclothingdrive.com para programar una recogida gratuita en su hogar. 

Conservemos un espíritu de santo silencio. 

La iglesia es, ante todo, una casa de oración. Les pido evitar conversaciones innecesarias antes y después de la Misa, 
especialmente durante los momentos de transición entre celebraciones. Saludar a nuestros amigos es importante, 
pero lo podemos hacer con alegría fuera del templo o en el vestíbulo, sin interrumpir a quienes desean rezar en  
silencio. 

Como su párroco, sé bien que las distracciones ocurren—llegadas tardías, niños inquietos, un celular que suena,  
un canto desafinado o alguien que, sin querer, bloquea la entrada a un banco. Estas situaciones son parte de la vida. 
Pero también pueden ser oportunidades de gracia—momentos para crecer en paciencia, humildad y caridad. Y si en 
algún momento te das cuenta de que fuiste tú quien distrajo a otro, no te desanimes. Tómalo como una invitación 
amorosa a hacerlo mejor la próxima vez—para gloria de Dios y el bien de la comunidad. 

Estoy profundamente agradecido por todas las maneras en que muchos de ustedes ya muestran respeto, devoción y 
amor dentro de nuestra parroquia. Sigamos construyendo juntos una comunidad de fe que sea orante, acogedora y 
digna del Señor a quien venimos a encontrar. 

Con mis mejores deseos y oraciones, quedo 

        Devotamente suyo en Cristo, 

        Mons. Cuong M. Pham 

https://stmarysclothingdrive.com


GROUPS AND SOCIETIES  
AT OUR  PARISH INSTITUTE 

Sunday, August 3 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9             Balcony 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo       Guadalupe A/B  
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community          Lourdes A/B 
2:00pm—3:00pm Grupo de Amistad       Fatima 
Monday, August 4 
7:00pm—9:00pm Practica de Coro      Guadalupe A/B 
Tuesday, August 5 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi Practice            Upper Room 
6:00pm—7:00pm Clase PreBaustismal       Lourdes A/B 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter   Guadalupe A/B 
7:00pm—9:00pm Practica de Coro    Nazareth 
7:30pm—9:00pm Clase de Guitarra          Lourdes A/B 
Thursday, August 7 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary     Guadalupe A/B 
Friday, August 8 
6:30pm—9:00pm   Practica de Coro de Niños Lourdes A/B 
Saturday, August 9 
8:00am-2:00pm AA Meeting                Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am-12:00pm  Practica de Coro de Niños Lourdes A/B 
4:00pm—9:00pm Adult Sewing Group      Lourdes A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice       Nazareth 
Sunday, August 10 
8:00am—11:30am Italian Community         Lourdes A/B 
9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistad #14   Nazareth 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9             Balcony 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo            Guadalupe A  
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community           Guadalupe B 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration  
of the Blessed Sacrament as “the Mass 
held in contemplation.” Devotion to the 
Eucharist will take place on Friday,  
August 1, 2025. Exposition and  
Adoration will take place right after the 
8:00am Mass and will conclude with  
Solemn Benediction before the start of the 12 Noon Mass. 

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 
We remember our deceased loved 
ones by having them prayed for at 
Mass on every first Friday of the 
month (the day traditionally  
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus) as a meaningful way to  
express our love. Enrollment is $10 
per name. Those enrolled the  
Purgatorial Society will be  
remembered for a whole year. 
 

Currently enrolled: Emilna Vales, Donald Patrick,  
Manuel J. Estevez, Milagros Estevez, Sonia Salerni,  
Kevin O’Lenahan, John C. Immordino, Esther  
Solorzano, John C. Immordino, Ann Bruno, &  
Carol Gigante. 

There will be no Rosary Society meetings 
until September 7, 2025. We wish all  
Rosarians a happy, healthy and blessed  
summer. 

NO ROSARY SOCIETY MEETINGS– SUMMER 

The Jornada weekend is a structured, Christ-centered  
Diocesan retreat that challenges individuals to examine 
themselves, their relationships with others and God’s 
place in their lives. 
 
The weekend begins on Thursday evening and concludes 
Sunday afternoon. The talks and activities are presented 
by lay and religious leaders, followed by group  
discussions. Mass and Reconciliation are offered during 
the weekend as well as time for prayer and reflection. 
 
If you would like your child to go live this encounter 
please speak with Luis Sanchez at the parish office for 
more information. The new Jornada year starts in  
September.  
 
Prior to living the retreat, we invite the youth to  
participate in our parish youth group that will meet every 
Friday starting September after Labor Day to get to know 
one another and build stronger, faith-filled friendships. 

La Jornada es un retiro diocesano estructurado y centrado 
en Cristo que reta a los participantes a examinarse a sí 
mismos, sus relaciones con los demás y el lugar de Dios en 
sus vidas. 
 

El fin de semana comienza el jueves por la noche y  
concluye el domingo por la tarde. Las charlas y actividades 
son presentadas por líderes laicos y religiosos, seguidas 
por momentos de discusión en grupo. Durante el fin de 
semana se ofrece la Santa Misa y el Sacramento de la  
Reconciliación, y tiempo para la oración y la reflexión. 
 

Si desea que su hijo(a) participe en este encuentro, por  
favor comuníquese con Luis Sánchez en la oficina  
parroquial para obtener más información. El nuevo año de 
Jornada comienza en septiembre. 
 

Antes de vivir el retiro, invitamos a los jóvenes a  
participar en nuestro grupo juvenil parroquial que se  
reunirá todos los viernes a partir de septiembre, después 
del Día del Trabajo, para que puedan conocerse mejor y 
fortalecer amistades llenas de fe. 

JORNADA RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES   RETIRO JUVENIL JORNADISTA 



You can use Faith Direct to help sustain our mission 
month after month while also helping to cut mailing 
costs and reduce processing time. By signing up, you 
have control over the amount and frequency you give. 
Visit faith.direct/NY370 or call 866-507-8757 to sign up 
today! 

The Knights of Columbus have established a council in  
Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish. We are looking  
for men to join the Order. You must be a man, at  
least eighteen years old and be in union with the  
Catholic Church. If you are interested go to  
KofC.org/JoinUs or contact Peter Perroni at  
peterperroni040@gmail.com. Thank you.   

FAITH DIRECT KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 



You might think that the issue of priestly celibacy is a “newer” 
matter in the Church. After all, the Roman  
Church has continually reiterated the law of priestly celibacy 
for most, if not all, of her history. So it seems that celibacy must 
have been pretty well accepted by the Church and  
the clergy, right? 
 

The fact is, clerical celibacy has been a difficult issue from the 
beginning — we can see this throughout history, starting with 
Scripture. Even though our Lord plainly taught that virginity 
for the sake of the Kingdom is a more perfect life granted to 
some (cf Mt 19:10-12), it has been difficult to accept for many 
people, as Jesus said it would be. For this reason, the Church 
has reaffirmed and updated her laws concerning clerical celibacy over the last two millennia. So it’s clear that, for the 
Roman priesthood, celibacy is here to stay. 
 

Keep in mind, however, that the requirement of celibacy for priests is a practice rather than a doctrine. While it is the 
normal law for Roman priests, it is not an absolute requirement for priests in general. Because of this, there are many 
good priests in the Catholic Church (non-Latin rites and special cases) who are married. Celibacy itself does not make 
man a good priest — fidelity does. 
 

While it is important to accept the Church’s law and tradition, it’s equally important to understand them. Why is it 
that the issue of celibacy is so important that the Church continuously reaffirms her position, even against strong  
opposition? While we cannot exhaust the reasons in this article, we’ll look at the most important. 
  

Jesus Christ was celibate 
A priest, in a very real way, is a “stand-in” for Jesus Christ the High Priest. Not only in liturgical matters is this  
important; it is also necessary that a priest conform himself to Christ in every way possible if he is going to be a good 
priest who carries out the mission that Christ gave to the Church. 
Celibacy emphasizes the unique role of the priest. Because a priest acts in persona Christi (in the person of Christ),  
his role in the salvation of mankind is unique, and it is tied uniquely to Christ’s role as priest, prophet and king. When 
a priest lives more like Jesus, he is fulfilling his role more perfectly and he will help to bring about the Kingdom of God 
more readily. 

  

Jesus taught that virginity for the sake of the kingdom is superior to marriage. (cf Mt 19:11-12, 29) 
This does not mean that celibates are better people. What it does mean is that there are different ways to live the  
Christian life, and some are more perfect ways than others. Jesus calls celibacy the most perfect way — but not all are 
called to live that way! 
 

Think of it this way: If you are traveling a great distance, you have several options. You could walk, ride a bike, drive a 
car, or fly in an airplane. Obviously, flying is much faster, and the view is fantastic! But this is not the best option for 
each traveler. Some travelers have a purpose which necessitates driving, riding a bike or walking. In the end, they will 
all get to their destinations in the ways that best fit their purposes. However, for those who can take a plane, this  
method of traveling is the most direct way to get to the destination; in a similar way, Jesus points out, celibacy is the 
most direct route to heaven for those who are called. 

  

Celibacy reminds us that there will be no marriage in heaven 
While that might seem like a negative point, it’s actually very positive. We won’t need marriage in heaven!  
We will have perfect, close friendships with everyone there, and most especially with God Himself! 
 

We are called to live the heavenly life, beginning even here on earth, at baptism. A priest has the opportunity to do this 
in a radical way by living celibacy joyfully. In doing this, he frees himself to have more perfect relationships with  
people even before we are all reunited in Heaven. 
 

Celibacy reaffirms marriage 
Because our society (similar to many societies before, around and probably after us) places a high priority on the  
self-gratification gained by the misuse of sexuality, we need to be reminded that “sex does not make us happy.” Rather, 
it is living a life filled with grace which makes us happy. When married people are selfish, they have an unhappy  
marriage, and it often ends badly. But when they are selfless, they can be joyful because they are living grace-filled 
lives. Fr. Benedict Groeschel, CFR, quips: “The media trumpets the message that sex brings happiness. If this were 
true, we would indeed live in an earthly paradise and the world would be ‘happy valley’.” (The Courage to be Chaste) 

WHY CELIBACY FOR PRIESTS? 



A joyful celibate priest can be a very powerful reminder that holy joy comes from surrendering oneself to work for the 
good of others to help them get to heaven, which is the essence of marriage and the priesthood. Although marriage and 
celibacy may seem opposed, they are actually perfectly complimentary of each other. 

  

Celibacy marks the priest as a man consecrated to the service of Christ and the Church 
It is often said that, rather than “giving up” the privileges and joys of having a family, a celibate priest (or religious) has 
an even bigger family because he is given the care of many souls. Celibacy allows him to care for these more freely than 
if he had his own wife and children. 
 

St. Paul encouraged celibacy so that one could be more devoted to the service of God. In a spiritual and a practical way, 
celibacy allows the priest's first priority to be the Church. This makes a lot of sense — families require huge amounts 
of time and effort, and even more so does priestly ministry! 
 

St. Paul was a practical man, and very wise. He didn’t encourage celibacy because he thought marriage was bad,  
but because he knew, as our Lord taught, that virginity is a higher road. “This I say for your own benefit; not to put  
a restraint upon you, but to promote what is appropriate and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.”  
(1 Cor 7:27-35) 

  

Conclusion 
Living celibacy may seem daunting, even contrary to our nature. But it is important to remember that it is part of the 
vocation of the priest. If God is calling a man to the priesthood (in the Roman Church), he is also calling him to celiba-
cy (except for very special cases). That’s great news, because it also means that he’ll give him special graces to live celi-
bacy. Celibacy is a gift from God, but like all gifts from God, it carries with it necessary responsibilities. To live the gift 
of celibacy in a healthy way requires sacrifice, practical habits for growing in virtue, and an ability to relate to others in 
a fully human and chaste way. Celibacy is a way some live out the call of God to love our neighbor in an inclusive, free, 
and generous way. It is a life of charity. 

  

If you are discerning a vocation to the priesthood, be sure to prayerfully discern celibacy - don’t just assume that “it 
will be okay.” It’s important to make an informed decision about such a weighty matter. But remember that God is in 
control, and if He wants you to live celibacy, He will make it possible to live it joyfully. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
FRATERNITAS   OCTOBER 4  |  1  PM CATHEDRAL PREPARATORY SCHOOL AND SEMINARY, ELMHURST 
Fraternitas is a group for middle school students, dedicated to instilling Christian values in young men with the goal of 
fostering a true Catholic Gentlemen. Our monthly encounters allow us to accomplish this mission through prayer,  
catechesis, and sports. RSVP to cdost@diobrook.org or call 718-827-2454. 
 
PROJECT ANDREW OCTOBER 5 | 11 AM ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA CHURCH, MASPETH 
Project Andrew  is an initiative that invites young men to explore the possibility of a vocation to the priesthood.  
It provides opportunities for high school and older young men to learn more about the priesthood through prayer,  
dinner, and conversations with bishops, priests, and seminarians. RSVP to cdost@diobrook.org or call 718-827-2454. 
 
JEREMIAH PROJECT OCTOBER 31 - NOVEMBER 2  | 5 PM ST JOSEPH'S SEMINARY AND COLLEGE, YONKERS 
Jeremiah Project are High School and college level discernment retreats for young men. Come and experience Christ 
through fraternity and prayer! RSVP to cdost@diobrook.org or call 718-827-2454. 

I'm here to help as you seek to discover God's call for your life! If you have 
questions, need to talk through your discernment, or want to make an  
appointment, please feel free to contact me. 
  
Fr. Chris Bethge 
Vocation Director 
718-827-2454 
cbethge@cathedralprep.org 



Below shows the new school building under construction 
with the help of their alumni and other benefactors. It will 
include a living space for the Principal, a hall for school 
events and offices. 

This is the wall that is being built around the future 
kitchen. Your kind help this summer will provide for 
necessary furniture like kitchen cabinets,  
refrigerator, etc.  Fr. PJ hopes to personally share 
with you the stories of how your friendship to this 
school has made a difference to needy children there.   

The images below show the new school poultry farm that is still under construction. This small farm grows chickens 
to provide for the needs of students. 

Greetings from Father PJ in Nigeria! 

Thanks to the support of our parishioners, Father PJ has been 
able to slowly realize a project for disadvantage school children 
which remains dear to his heart.  

This project will enable the children and young people to have a 
better learning environment for their Religious Education.  
Essentially, it consists in the construction of a shrine dedicated to 
the Infant Jesus within Archbishop Heery’s school campus.  
This shrine will serve as a chapel, where students can go and 
pray before the Blessed Sacrament after the construction. 

In the future Fr. PJ would love to build another shrine in honor 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary there. He hopes to continue counting 
on your generosity.  

PREPARING FOR FR. PJ’S SUMMER VISIT TO OUR PARISH 
UPDATES ON ARCHBISHOP HEERY SCHOOL IN NIGERIA 



Another challenge is that of the spiritual growth and  
development of the students. As a priest he cares for the  
spiritual needs of all his students. Most students are Catholic 
and they desire of house of prayer, a place to celebrate Holy 
Mass. 
 
Students currently pray on the field because there is no house of 
prayer. Father PJ is working on building a small church/chapel 
where the Blessed Sacrament will be in the tabernacle for the 
celebration of the Eucharist and for adoration, prayer and per-
sonal devotion, which  will benefit the student’s spiritual life 
and development. 
 
The picture on the left  is the architectural plan of the building. 
Your generosity throughout the years have made it possible for 
Archbishop Heery to be an outstanding school and with your 
continuous support it will reach further achievements. 

This year Fr. PJ will focus on addressing an electrical, lighting and student safety 
issue along with your help! The school has a large property of about 40 acres, 
which counts with a boarding house for students. In the night, most of the  
property is dark because of lack of electricity and which makes it unsafe. 
 
Fr. PJ proposes to use lights that are solar powered to give light to the school 
property to make sure it is safe for students and staff to walk during the night. 
 
In the photo on the right, you can see how dark the school is at night. Fr. PJ 
placed one solar light on the avenue leading into the school but there is need for 
many more to be installed for its effectiveness. 
 
One solar night cost 150 dollars and we will need about 20. The goal for this  
project is $3,000. It is a very important project for the school and therefore are 
appealing for donations to carry out the project. 

Below shows photos of the student who won the State Spelling Bee Competition along the teachers who coached him. 
Archbishop Heery School has outstanding teachers and mentors as well as its students! 


