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SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 2025

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES

“You are Peter, and upon this rock | will build my Church, and the
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. | will give you
M ASS T| MES the keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be

Saturday 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass) loosed in heaven.” - Mt 16:18-19

Sunday Main Church: oot ora Ly o M G001 998, 1990 £
8:00 AM (English)
9:30 AM (Bilingual) CHURCH HOURS
11:00 AM (English)
12:30 PM (Spanish) Weekday: 7:00am—7:00pm

200 P (Vietnamese) “aunday, 7-00m 008

Chapel:
9:00 AM (Italian)

10:30 AM (Czech-Slovak) OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays 8:00 AM and 12:00 Noon Weekday:

Saturday 8:00 AM 9:00am—12:00 Noon

) . : 1:00pm—=_8:30pm
First Fridays 7:30 PM (Spanish) saturday:

Holy Days 8:00 AM, 12 PM (English) 9:00am—5:00pm
and 7:30 PM (Bilingual)
Holidays Only one Mass at 9:00 AM

Follow us on Social Media:
Live-streamed Masses can be accessed @OLMCAstoria f (& >
on our website




OUR PARISH OFFERS THE FOLLOWING: NUESTRA PARROQUIA OFRECE LO SIGUIENTE:

BECOME A CATHOLIC
Adults interested in becoming Catholic, or completing
their First Communion and Confirmation, or general
catechesis, may enroll in the OCIA program.
Please call the office and ask for Deacon Jacob Rodriguez
or Ms. Nelly Gutierrez.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
Coordinator: Ms. Nelly Gutierrez. Awareness education is
required for all staff and volunteers who interact or come
into contact with minors and recommended for all.
Please visit www.virtusonline.org to register for a class
and present the completion certificate to the parish
office.

QUINCEANERA/ SWEET SIXTEEN MASS
Please make an appointment with Ms. Nelly Gutierrez by
calling the parish office. The young lady should have
received Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation.
The family must live within our parish boundaries and be
officially registered in the parish.

PRE-ADMISSION ANOINTING
If you know you will be entering the hospital for elective
surgery, it is appropriate and recommended to receive
the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick BEFORE
entering the hospital. Please call the office and ask to
speak with the priest on duty to schedule an
appointment before admission.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Call the parish office to arrange for a Priest or Eucharistic
Minister to bring Communion to the homebound. In case
one’s health is seriously impaired by sickness or old age,
please let the receptionist know so that they can let a
Priest on duty know to administer the sacrament of the
Anointing of the sick.

INFANT BAPTISMS
Please see a list of scheduled baptism dates in this
bulletin. You may call the parish office to schedule an
appointment with Deacon Jacob Rodriguez for the initial
intake and to answer any additional questions.

MARRIAGES
Couples should make arrangements with a priest or
deacon at the parish office at least six months in advance.

CONFESSIONS
Confessions are heard every Saturday in the Chapel from
3:30pm to 4:30pm prior to the 5:00pm English Mass.

HAZTE CATOLICO
Adultos interesados en hacerse Catélicos, completar su
Primera Comunién o Confirmacidon, o para recibir
formacién catequética general, pueden inscribirse en el
programa de RICA. Favor de llamar al Diacono Jacob
Rodriguez or la Sra. Nelly Gutierrez.

AMBIENTE SEGURO
Coordinadora: Sra. Nelly Gutiérrez. Se requiere educacién
de concientizacién para todo el personal y voluntarios
que interactian o tienen contacto con menores, y

es recomendada para todos. Por favor Vvisite
www.virtusonline.org para registrarse y presente el

certificado de complecidn a la oficina parroquial.

MISA DE QUINCEANERA / SWEET SIXTEEN
Favor hacer una cita con la Sra. Nelly llamando la oficina
parroquial. La muchacha debe haber recibido Ilos
sacramentos de Bautismo, Primera Comunién vy
Confirmacién. La familia debe vivir dentro de los confines
de la parroquia y ser miembros oficialmente registrados.

UNCION ANTES DE INGRESO AL HOSPITAL
Si usted sabe que serd ingresado al hospital para una
cirugia programada, es apropiado y recomendado recibir
el sacramento de la Uncién de los Enfermos ANTES de la
hospitalizacién. Por favor llame la oficina parroquial y pida
hablar con el sacerdote disponible para hacerle una cita
antes del ingreso al hospital.

CUIDADO PASTORAL DE LOS ENFERMOS

Llame a la oficina parroquial para coordinar un sacerdote
o0 ministro de la Eucaristia para llevar Comunidn a las
personas que no pueden salir de casa. En caso de que la
salud de alguien esté seriamente afectada por
enfermedad o edad avanzada, deje saber al recepcionista
para que un sacerdote administre el sacramento de la
Uncidn de los Enfermos.

BAUTISMOS INFANTILES
Por favor vea una lista de fechas para bautizos en este
boletin. Puede llamar a la oficina parroquial para hacer
una cita con el Diacono Jacob Rodriguez para la entrevista
inicial y para responder cualquier pregunta adicional.

MATRIMONIOS
La pareja debe hacer los arreglos con un sacerdote o un
diacono en la oficina parroquial seis meses en avance.

CONFESIONES
Confeciones son escuchadas cada sdbado en la capilla de
3:30pm a 4:30pm antes de la misa en Ingles a las 5:00pm.


http://virtusonline.org
http://virtusonline.org

MEMORIAL GIFTS THIS WEEK

The Altar Candles are being offered
in thanksgiving to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary

SATURDAY, JUNE 28 (The Immaculate Heart of Mary)

5:00pm  Barry Amodeo, Jeny D’Souza, Marlu Ratilla,
For all Souls in Purgatory, Franco Luis Aguirre
& Jean Carlo (Por su salud y en accion de Gracias)

SUNDAY, JUNE 29 (Saints Peter & Paul, Apostles)

8:00am  Mario R. Nacinovich (Birthday— Living)
9:00am  Beata Pina Suriano
9:30am  Por las Intenciones del Grupo Altagraciano

11:00am Vito Todisco & Allen Lanner
12:30pm Juana Templos, Concepcion Garcia Astudillo,
Caritina Patricio, Arturo Roldan, German Zhicay,
Teofilo Sinchi (2°Aniversario), Gonzalo Maillazhungo,
Humberto Mayancela, Guillermo Macias Castillo (4° mes
de muerte), Vito Antonio Chiechi, Enrique de Jesus Afiil,
por el bienestar de Gertrudiz Saetros, Lucinda Pomaquiza,
por el bienestar y caso legal de Emiliano,
Zoe Sanchez Ramos (12 Cumpleafios)
3:00pm  For the People of the Parish
MONDAY, JUNE 30 (The First Martyrs of the RC Church)
8:00am  Daniel Bueno (16th Birthday-Living)
12:00pm Ida Petrolino
TUESDAY, JULY 1 (Saint Junipero Serra)
8:00am  Deceased Members of the Min & Suh Families
12:00pm The Healing of Guadalupe Paz
WEDNESDAY, JULY 2
8:00am  Gaspare Barretta
12:00pm Peter Rocco
THURSDAY, JULY 3 (Saint Thomas)
8:00am  The Intentions of the Mothers Prayer Group
12:00pm Miguel Carlos Fuentes (6th Death Anniversary)
FRIDAY, JULY 4 (Independence Day)
9:00am  Purgatorial Society
(No Exposition— No habra Misa a las 7:30pm)
SATURDAY, JULY 5 (Saint Anthony Zaccaria)

8:00am  Mark & Bernadette Santos
(Wedding Anniversary)
5:00pm  Marita Reyes, Ophelia Gonzalez,

John C. Immordino
SUNDAY, JULY 6 (14th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

8:00am  Giorgio Vianna

9:30am  The Living & Deceased Members of
Our Parish’s Rosary Society

11:00am Ida Petrolino

12:30pm Ricarda Delfina Rivas Perez, Refugio Garcia,

Vladimir Soriano, Concepcion Garcia Astudillo,
Lucia Puente, Caritina Patricio, Carlota Vargas, Antonia
Nieva, Ricardo Gutierrez Alvarez, Victor Manuel Gutierrez
Paz, Agustina Rojas Garcia (4° aniversario de muerte),
3:00pm  For the People of the Parish

The Sanctuary Lamp is being offered for
John C. Immordino, by Frances Immordino

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTION

June 29, 2025— There will be a second collection after
communion for Peters Pence. Your generosity is very
much appreciated.

July 6, 2025- There will be a second collection after
communion for our parish maintenance. Your generosity
is very much appreciated.

2025 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

We invite each family to consider making a
tax-deductible gift today. Our goal is to receive an
offering from every family, no matter the amount, so that
together we can reach our goal! As of June 23, 2025, we
have 108 donors who have pledged $44,966 from which
$37,545 has been received.

WEEKLY MASS OFFERINGS

REGULAR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JUNE 21-22

Last Sunday: $5,260
Same Week Last Year: $4,744

Faith Direct
May 2025: $5,140 May 2024: $3,887

INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak
with Deacon Jacob to register your child for Baptism.

Preparation Meeting
Tuesday—6:00pm—Institute

July 22, 2025
August 19, 2025
September 23, 2025
October 21, 2025
November 18, 2025
December 23, 2025

Baptism Ceremony
12:00pm—Upper Church

July 26, 2025
August 23, 2025
September 27, 2025
October 25, 2025
November 22, 2025
December 27, 2025

Reunion de Preparacion Ceremonia de Bautismo
Martes—6:00pm—Instituto 12:00pm—Iglesia de

8 de Julio 2025

5 de Agosto 2025

9 de Septiembre 2025
7 de Octubre 2025

4 de Noviembre 2025
9 de Diciembre 2025

12 de Julio 2025

9 de Agosto 2025

13 de Septiembre 2025
11 de Octubre 2025

8 de Noviembre 2025
13 de Diciembre 2025




FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART June 29, 2025

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of Saints Peter and
Paul, the two great Apostles upon whose faith and witness
Christ built His Church. Their lives were marked not by ease,
but by hardship, struggle, and surrender to the will of God.
They endured rejection, persecution, imprisonment, and even
martyrdom—not because they were fearless, but because
they trusted the One who had called them.

Peter, in the Acts of the Apostles, finds himself bound in
chains, facing what seems to be the end (cf. Acts 12:1-11).
Yet— “the angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in
the cell.” The chains fell. The gate opened. Peter was
delivered. His words are filled with wonder: “Now I know for
certain that the Lord sent His angel and rescued me.”
That same God still walks with His Church—especially in

moments of trial.

Paul, near the end of his life, looks back not with fear but with peace: “I have competed well; | have finished the race;
I have kept the faith.” And even in suffering, he writes: “The Lord stood by me and gave me strength... and will bring me
safely to His heavenly Kingdom.” His trust was not in his own strength, but in God’s (cf. 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18).

Their stories are not distant history. They are mirrors for our own moment. They speak to us now.

This has been a heavy time for us as a faith community. The revelations of last weekend have left many feeling sad,
unsettled, or unsure of what lies ahead. For some, the impact has been deeply personal; for others, it has stirred quiet
concern. Wherever you find yourself, please know you are not alone. The witness of Saints Peter and Paul reminds us:
the Church does not endure because of perfection or ease, but because of faithfulness in adversity, and the quiet,
steady grace of God.

| ask you to notice the quiet faithfulness that continues among us. There are priests—we who remain—who serve you
each day not for our own sake, but for the love of Christ and His people. Our responsibilities have grown heavier.
Our days have become longer. Our hearts carry the same sorrow. And still—we remain. We serve. We offer what we
can each day, relying on God's strength. Your prayers and encouragement strengthen us. Even your small acts of
support speak volumes these days.

To anyone who wonders whether the spiritual good they once received still holds its worth, | say with confidence:
it does. Every sacrament, every word of grace, every moment of healing, every encounter with God’s mercy—these
were real. They were not based on human perfection, but on Christ. And what is rooted in Him can never be taken

away.

In the Gospel, Jesus says to Peter: “You are rock, and upon this rock | will build my Church, and the gates of the
netherworld shall not prevail against it.” That promise stands. Christ remains with His Church (cf. Matthew 16:13-19).

So let us trust. Let us be faithful. Let us glorify the Lord not only in joy, but in endurance. Through the intercession of
Saints Peter and Paul, may we be strengthened to serve, to endure, and to believe—even now.

With my prayers, and with enduring hope in Christ,

Msgr. Cuong M. Pham



DEL CORAZON DEL PAS 29 de Junio, 2

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo:

Esta semana, al celebrar la Solemnidad de los santos Pedro y
Pablo, no puedo evitar pensar en cdmo Dios obré maravillas
en medio de sus luchas. Pedro, encadenado y vigilado, fue
liberado por el angel del Sefior. Pablo, cansado al final de su
camino, aun podia decir: “He peleado la buena batalla, he
llegado a la meta, he perseverado en la fe” (2 Tim 4,7).

Y yo, como su pastor, me encuentro hoy sintiendo algo de lo
que ellos sintieron. Esta ha sido una semana dificil para
nuestra comunidad parroquial. Las noticias recientes han
dejado a muchos tristes, confundidos, con el corazén
inquieto. Algunos sienten el dolor muy de cerca. Otros,
simplemente no saben qué pensar o qué vendra después.
Lo comprendo. Lo comparto.

Pero también creo firmemente que Dios no nos ha dejado solos. Asi como envid a su dngel a la prision de Pedro para
liberarlo (cfr. Hch 12,1-11), asi también envia su luz a nuestras vidas en los momentos mas oscuros. Su gracia actia en
el silencio, cuando no sabemos cémo seguir. Su presencia es mas fuerte que cualquier cadena.

Y aunque la carga es mas pesada ahora, los sacerdotes que permanecemos aqui seguimos caminando con ustedes.
No lo hacemos por mérito personal, sino por amor a Cristo y por amor a ustedes, el pueblo que El nos ha confiado.
Nuestros dias se han hecho mas largos. El peso en el corazén se ha hecho mds profundo. Y sin embargo, seguimos aqui.
Servimos. Oramos. Nos ofrecemos dia a dia como podemos, confiando no en nuestras fuerzas, sino en la fidelidad del
Sefior.

Sus oraciones, sus palabras de dnimo, y su fe sencilla nos sostienen mds de lo que pueden imaginar. Cada gesto de
apoyo—por pequefio que sea—nos habla del amor de Dios que vive en medio de su pueblo.

Y si alguno se pregunta si el bien espiritual que ha recibido en esta parroquia sigue teniendo valor, les aseguro con todo
mi corazon: si, lo tiene. Cada sacramento, cada palabra que tocd su alma, cada encuentro con la misericordia del
Sefior—todo eso sigue siendo suyo. Porque no dependia de la perfeccién humana, sino de Cristo. Y lo que esta
arraigado en El no puede ser arrebatado.

En el Evangelio de este domingo, Jesus le dice a Pedro: “Tu eres Pedro, y sobre esta piedra edificaré mi Iglesia, y las
puertas del infierno no prevalecerdn contra ella.” (Mt 16,18) Esa promesa sigue en pie. Cristo no abandona a su Iglesia.

Hoy se nos pide vivir esa misma confesion de fe. No sélo con palabras, sino con perseverancia. No con certezas
humanas, sino con confianza en Dios. Y aunque el camino es dificil, nos lleva mas cerca de la cruz... y por lo tanto,
mas cerca de la resurreccion.

Pidamos a los santos Pedro y Pablo que intercedan por nosotros. Que nos consigan la gracia de permanecer firmes,
de servir con amor y de creer, incluso ahora.

Con todo mi afecto y mis oraciones,

Mons. Cuong M. Pham



GROUPS AND SOCIETIES
AT OUR PARISH INSTITUTE

Sunday, June 29

9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistad #14 Nazareth
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5 Assumption
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9 Balcony
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo Guadalupe A/B
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community Lourdes A/B
11:00am—12:00pm Grupo Altagraciano Nazareth
12:00pm—5:00pm Venta de Comida Gym
2:000m—10:00pm Viet. Celebration Guadalupe A/B
Monday, June 30

6:00pm—9:00pm  CYO Gym
7:000m—9:30pm  Coro Guadalupano Nazareth
7:000m—9:00pm  Jornada Meeting Rectory

7:000m—9:00pm  Youth Meeting Guadalupe A/B
Tuesday, July 1
5:30pm—7:00pm

6:00pm—9:00pm

Academia Mariachi Balcony
Marriage Encounter Guadalupe A/B+

Fatima
7:000m—9:00pm  Coro #1 Nazareth
7:30pm—8:30pm  Clase de Guitarra Lourdes A/B
Wednesday, July 2
7:000m—9:00pm  Parents Meeting Guadalupe A/B
Thursday, July 3
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary Guadalupe A/B
Friday, July 4
NO MEETINGS

Saturday, July 5
9:00am—12:30pm
10:00am—12:00pm

AA Meeting Guadalupe A/B
Spanish Children’s Choir Assumption

5:000m—7:00pm  Bilingual Choir Practice Nazareth
5:000m—7:00pm  Ministerio de Consolacion Fatima
Sunday, July 6

9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5 Assumption

10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9 Balcony
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo Guadalupe A/B
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community Lourdes A/B
2:00pm—3:00pm  Grupo de Amistad #14 Fatima

Please note: All Room reservations are subject to change.

Please check the monitor in the Parish Institute for any
changes, especially in the upcoming weeks where some
rooms may be unavailable due to maintenance floor repair

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY

We remember our deceased loved | .,
ones by having them prayed for at
Mass on every first Friday of the
month (the day traditionally
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus) as a meaningful way to

express our love. Enrollment is $10
per name. Those enrolled the
Purgatorial Society  will be

remembered for a whole year.

Currently enrolled: Fructuoso Ponce, Floriberto Ponce,
Lorrain Loja Cono, Richard McGrade, Gaetano Todaro,
Rafaela Altagracia Lugo Cruz, Louella Coligado, Cresencia
Bondoc, Angelita Cruz, Maria (Ecuador), Miguelina
Acevedo, Margarita Acevedo—Dostall, Anna Danyluk, &
John Bodnar, Carlos Caceda, Adil Hernandez, Moises
Yafiez, Tomasa Garcia, Crystal Godon, Glorya Garma,
Michael Reddington, Sr., Agnes Gil.

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration \ /

of the Blessed Sacrament as “the Mass \k\\\\ ///4’_
held in contemplation.” Please note: — (flA =
because of the federal Holiday on M
Friday, July 4, there will be no v
exposition. We will resume devotion to

the Eucharist on Friday, August 1, 2025. Exposition and
Adoration will take place right after the 8:00am Mass and
will conclude with Solemn Benediction before the start of
the 12 Noon Mass.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The Knights of Columbus have established a council in
Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish. We are looking
for men to join the Order. You must be a man, at

least eighteen years old and be in union with the
Catholic Church. If you are interested go to
KofC.org/loinUs or contact Peter Perroni at

peterperroni040@gmail.com. Thank you.

PROXIMAS VENTAS DE COMIDA

FECHA COMITE LUGAR
29 de junio Santiago Apostol Gym
6 de julio Parejas Guadalupe A/B

Les agradecemos por el apoyo que les da a nuestros
grupos en sus ventas de comida para recaudar fondos
para las varias celebraciones parroquiales. Estas ventas
seran después de la misa de las 12:30pm.



~ TACOS

PLACEROS.

TACOS

DORADOS

El Comité de
AGUAS

comida, 29 de JUNIO, 2025, estaremos

. >
COCTEL DE
Te invita a participar en la venta de
= b

i
U

en Gym desde las 10:30 am, e
BNCHILADAS. ven y saborea los ricos
TACOS DE
platillos tipicos mexicanos.

SODAS Y AGUAS

CHICHARINES

'Y GELATINAS.



PRAYING FOR THE SICK JORNADA RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES
% : The Jornada weekend is a structured,
o V/f it Z%;/ om‘- Christ-centered Diocesan movement that

challenges  individuals to  examine

themselves, their relationships with others
and God’s place in their lives.

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a
way for us to communicate with God and obtain His divine

ir?tervention. It can heI.p sick people get well again and :i\lso The weekend begins on Thursday evening and concludes
gives us the strength in our own weakness and suffering. Sunday afternoon. The talks and activities are presented
To add names to our Prayer List, please contact the parish by lay and religious leaders, followed by group
office. There Is no cost for enrolling people onto this list. discussions. Mass and Reconciliation are offered during
Currt?ntly enrollfed: David P.aul, ,R'Ch'e Colombo, Angel the weekend as well as time for prayer and reflection.

Garcia, Max Borilla & Doglaci Schiochet, Courtney LeGall, If you would like to recommend your child to go live this

Malou Reformina, Ophelia Gonzalez. encounter please speak with Luis Sanchez at the parish

NO ROSARY SOCIETY MEETINGS— SUMMER office for more information. The new Jornada year starts

. . in September.
There will be no Rosary Society . . .
] . Prior to living the retreat, we invite the youth to
meetings until September 7, 2025.

articipate in our parish youth group that will meet ever
We wish all Rosarians a happy, healthy P . P . P Y group y
and blessed summer Friday starting September after Labor Day to get to know
! ) one another and build stronger, faith-filled friendships.

CORONILLA CANTADA
LA DIVINA MISERICORDIA

Coronillas en la lglesia Principal
alas 6:30pm

31 de mayo
28 de junio
12 de julio
23 de agosto
20 de septiembre
25 de octubre
29 de noviembre

Estan todos invitados a la coronilla
cada mes en las fechas anunciadas
arriba. Los esperamos!

NUESTRA SENORA DEL MONTE CARMELO
23-25 NEWTOWN AVENUE, ASTORIA 171717102



APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE IN THE
PARISH OFFICE!

1 Child -
2 Children -

3 or more children (same parents)-

1 Nitn o~
2 Ninos-
Ninos (mismos padrvres)-—

3 0 mas

PARISH REGISTRATION

We encourage all who worship with us to consider
registering to our parish. Please return this form in the
collection or drop it off at the parish office. Your
participation will strengthen your sense of belonging in
God'’s family.

Name(s):

Address:
City

Apt
ZIP

State

Telephone:

E-mail:

PLEASE MARK ONE:
[ ] New Registration
[ ]I prefer envelopes

[ ] Change of Address
[ ]I prefer E-giving

APLICACIONES DISPONIBLES EN
LA OFICINA PARROQUIAL!

875
S120
S 160

S75
$S120
S160

REGISTRACION PARROQUIAL

Registrarse permite que nuestra parroquia les pueda servir
sus necesidades espirituales. Por favor devuelva este
formulario en la colecta o déjelo en la oficina parroquial.
Su participacion fortalecerd su fe y su sentido de
pertenencia en la familia de Dios.

Nombre(s):

Direccién: Apt
Ciudad: Estado C. Postal
Teléfono:

E-mail:

POR FAVOR MARCAR:
[ ] Nueva Registracion
[ ] Prefiero Sobres

[ ] Cambio de direccion
[ ] Donaciones en linea



VOTIVE OFFERINGS AND MEMORIALS ‘ FAITH DIRECT

o

-
by FATH DIRECT

inspiring secure giving ®

Mass Intentions now through June 30 $15
Mass Intentions starting July 1 $20
Purgatorial Mass with Booklet $20
Purgatorial Mass with Card $15

Weekly Altar Flowers: $100.00
Weekly Altar Bread and Wine: $40.00
Weekly Sanctuary Lamp: $30.00
Weekly Altar Candles: $20.00

The Tree of Life: Please visit the parish office.

Gift categories include:
Silver Leaf: $ 500.00
Gold Leaf: $1,000.00
Gold Rock at Base of Tree: $2,500.00

SOME SAY
At first, the Apostles try to dodge the question.

When Jesus confronts them and make no mistake, it is a
confrontation with the question "Who do you say that |
am?" they act like a man whose wife has just asked him if
she looks fat in these jeans.

The evasiveness of their answer puts politicians to
shame: "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets."

Some say.

But Jesus doesn't let them off easy. He repeats himself.
He wants an answer. "Who do you say that | am?"

They all know the answer. They all believe the answer.
And they all know the answer could get them thrown in
prison or killed. Only Peter is brave enough to say it "You
are the Christ, the Son of the Living God."

People have a lot of opinions about God. They always
have. They have a lot of opinions about Jesus and the
Bible, about the Catholic Church and the Pope. Some of
these opinions are well-founded, well-researched. Some
of them are based in ignorance. Many are born of painful
misunderstandings. But they are all just that: opinions.

Some say.

We know who Jesus is. We know who the Eucharist is.
We know what the truth is. Amid the chaos and the vio-
lence and the excruciating loudness of this fallen world
and all the words it shouts into the void about God and
Jesus and right and wrong, we know.

But will we answer?

- Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

You can use Faith Direct, to deepen your commitment to
the church and the ministries you care about most.
Your recurring gifts will sustain our mission month after
month. You will also help our parish by cutting costs for
envelopes and paper and allowing our staff to spend less
time processing cash and checks and more time on
ministries. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/NY370 or
call their Customer Service team at 866-507-8757.

GOSPEL MEDITATION

What do you call brothers who are born on the same
day? Twins, of course. That is what we celebrate today in
the inestimable saints, Peter and Paul. Wait: twins? Yes.
The early Church believed that Peter and Paul were
martyred in Rome on the same day. Since the day of
martyrdom is celebrated as a saints' birth into eternal
life, the result is striking: Peter and Paul are twins in
God's family, the Church.

Who should care about this? Well, anyone who longs to
live in a world marked by love and peace. Remember,
the Romans believed that twins, Romulus and Remus,
founded their city through an act of fratricide, the
former murdering the latter. Sadly, the structures of this
fallen world emerge through violence between those
who should love each other. But in the Church, a new
city has been founded upon this new set of twins,
embodying the non-violent power of Jesus' cross and
resurrection.

That's why traditional icons represent Peter and Paul in a
fraternal and warm embrace. Contrasted with the
violence of Rome's founders, it challenges us with a bold
claim: do we believe that structures of merciful love are
more powerful and lasting than those based on power,
violence, and domination? Am | willing to see others in
my life as my "twin," with whom | am called to give my
life for Christ, or as my rival? Am | committed to living
what is embodied in Romulus and Remus, or in Peter
and Paul?

- Father John Muir




DIGGING DEEPER INTO SUNDAYS READINGS

First Reading: In his miraculous escape from prison,

Peter was convinced of God's saving work in his life. UPON THIS

Where do you see God at work in your life?

Second Reading: As Paul was nearing the end of his ROCK I BUILD
life, h lized tha God had d him f A A
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you see times when God's saving hand was present
for you? MT 'IB:IB
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Gospel: Jesus commissioned Peter to be the
foundation. ("rock") of his Church. Are there any roles
or responsibilities you feel called to do in your parish?

JANUARY 25 IS THE FEAST OF THE CONVERSION
OF SAINT PAUL AND THE END OF THE WEEK OF TRaPPeD IN
PRAYER FOR CHRIUSTIAN UNITY. WHAT DOES h PRISoN ofF
ONE HAVE TO DO WITH THE OTHER? PareRWoRK...

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity consists of eight days || &P\ f+14 GOD Oo
beginning January 18 (at that time the feast of the Chair of WILL ger r‘
Peter), and ending on January 25, the feast of the Conversion AN ANGGL 1
of St. Paul. The Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, founded

in the early twentieth century in Graymoor, NY, sought to TO Regcve
promote unity among Anglicans and Roman Catholics. Paul e
James Wattson, a former Episcopalian priest, founded the "
community, which was formally accepted into the Catholic

communion.

The idea for Christian unity soon began to catch on, and by
the 1930s, more and more Christians welcomed such
a focus. Suggestions for prayer and education are distributed
each year, emphasizing a jointly chosen theme. The 1964
Vatican Il document on ecumenism, Unitatis Redintegratio,
gave a great boost to the octave, so that today many
Christians worldwide promote and participate in the octave
time of prayer.

The emphasis on both Peter and Paul aptly fits into the
rationale of the octave. Peter is seen as the source of
unity within the Christian tradition. Paul is highlighted due to
his vision of bringing all to Christ. The Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity is an ideal opportunity to pray for and
promote respect, understanding, and, hopefully, eventual
unity among Christians. To learn more, visit geii.org.

Blessed

is the nation
whose God is
the LORD.

PSALM 33:12



