
PASTORAL STAFF 
 

PASTOR 
Rev. Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 

 

PAROCHIAL VICARS 
Rev. Michael McHugh 

Rev. Hung Sy Tran 
 

PERMANENT DEACONS 
Deacon Ruben Mendez 

Deacon Jacob Rodriguez 
 

PARISH MANAGER 
Celeste Stewart 

cstewart@diobrook.org 
 

RELIGIOUS ED COORDINATOR 
Nelly Gutierrez 

ccdmountcarmel@gmail.com 
 

PARISH SECRETARY 
Luis Sanchez 

Lsanchez@diobrook.org 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR  
Lucille Mascia 

 

YOUTH MINISTER 
Dayonel Mejia 

 
 

MASS TIMES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live-streamed Masses can be accessed  
on our website 

Saturday 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday Main Church: 

8:00 AM (English) 

9:30 AM (Bilingual) 

11:00 AM (English) 

12:30 PM (Spanish) 

3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 

Chapel: 

9:00 AM (Italian) 

Weekdays 8:00 AM and 12:00 Noon 

Saturday 8:00 AM 

First Fridays 7:30 PM (Spanish) 

Holy Days 8:00 AM, 12 PM (English) 

and 7:30 PM (Bilingual) 

Holidays Only one Mass at 9:00 AM 

 

CONFESSIONS:  
Saturday 3:30pm—4:30pm (Chapel) 

 

CHURCH HOURS:  
Weekday: 7:00am—7:00pm 
Saturday: 7:00am—6:00pm 
Sunday: 7:00am—4:00pm 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Weekday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon  
1:00pm—8:30pm 

 

Saturday:  
9:00am—5:00pm 

 
 

 
Follow us on Social Media:  

@OLMCAstoria 

 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL CHURCH  
23-25 Newtown Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102       

Tel. 718.278.1834 | www.mountcarmelastoria.org 



The Altar Candles are being offered for Antonio & 
Maria Carullo and Family, by Ida Barretta 

The Altar Bread & Wine are being offered for  
Mercedes Beck, by Nora Abreu 

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 19 
 8:00pm   Gilberto & Neida Martinez, Pearl Odu, 
   Patrick & Mart Kerrigan, Kathleen Zultko 
 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 20 
 8:00am  Joseph Paul Immordino 
 9:00am  Per La Comunita Italiana 
 9:30am Intentions of OLMC Jornada Group 
 11:00am Joseph Thinh Pham 
 12:30pm Feliciano Verdejo (2 Aniversario),  
   Miembros Fallecidos de la Familia Méndez, 
 Concepción García (5 Aniversario), Socorro Vázquez  
 Rodríguez, Ciro Bravo (Memorial de  Cumpleaños), 
 Elvis Anthony Martínez, Manuel Ortega, Digna Tito, 
 Julio & Alma Toribio (27 Aniversario de Boda) 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 
 

MONDAY, APRIL 21 
 9:00am John Thu Pham 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 22 
 8:00am Leonardo Malanum 
 12:00pm Dr. George Mascia 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23 
 8:00am   Deceased Members of the Bitancur, Leyco, 
    and Arnedo Families  
 12:00pm Tertullano, Sr. & Romana Guevara 

THURSDAY, APRIL 24  
 8:00am Tertullano, Jr. & Felicitas Guevara 
 12:00pm Viola Lucente 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 25 
 12:00pm Antonio & Maria Carullo and Family 
 2:00pm Sebastian & Antonina Leto 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 26 
 8:00am     Leonardo DiVittorio 
 5:00pm   Mario Del Greco, Pearl Odu, Jeny D’Souza, 
   Nicola & Vessia Ana Chiechi,  
   Luis Banos (For Healing) 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, APRIL 27 
 8:00am  Jeny Adam D’Souza 
 9:00am  Divina Misericordia 
 9:30am Babies, Nicholas & Dimitri Bazas and for 
   Nelly Gutierrez (Living—Birthday) 
 11:00am William Reynolds (Memorial) 
 12:30pm José Flavio Santos, Cristian Lezama Garcia, 
   Cristina García Morales, Juan Manuel Lopez, 
 Gloria Edith Hernández Villagrán, Carlota Vargas,  
 Ambrosio Vargas, Leucadio Dutan Humala, Maria Teresa 
 Azitinbay, Por el Cumpleaños de Destin Hernandez (12)  
 y Michelle Macias (17) 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

Second collections are taken after communion during  
Sunday Masses. Thank you for your generosity. 
April 20, 2025— Retired Priests 

During Lent we are reminded to develop a more conscious  
spiritual life and share what we have with those in need. 
One practical way to achieve this goal is to make the 
change to eGiving for your parish support.  
 

You can use Faith Direct, to deepen your commitment to 
the church and the ministries you care about most. Your 
recurring gifts will sustain our mission month after month. 
You will also help our parish by cutting costs for envelopes 
and paper and allowing our staff to spend less time  
processing cash and checks and more time on ministries.  
 

Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/NY370 or call their 
Customer Service team at 866-507-8757. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS THIS WEEK 

We invite each family to consider making a tax-deductible 
gift today. Our goal is to receive a prayerful offering from 
every family, no matter the amount, so that together we 
can reach our goal! As of April 14, 2025, we have 59  
donors who have pledged $24,564 from which $16,344 
has been received. 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 

2025 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

FAITH DIRECT 



INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  

Sunday, April 20 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistas #14            Nazareth 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9               Balcony 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA     Upper Room+ Fatima 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community           Lourdes A/B 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B 

Monday, April 21 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 

Tuesday, April 22 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
5:30pm—7:00pm Academia Mariachi       Balcony 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter  Guadalupe A/B+ 
           Fatima 
7:30pm—8:30pm Clase de Guitarra             Lourdes A/B 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro #1     Nazareth 

Wednesday, April 23 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS              Gym 
4:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education   All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 

Thursday, April 24 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary           Guadalupe B 
5:30pm—7:30pm Religious Education All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO                  Gym 

Friday, April 25 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
5:00pm—10:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:30pm—9:00pm OLMC Youth Group     Guadalupe A/B 
6:30pm—9:00pm     Practica de Instrumentos Upper Room 
7:00pm—9:00pm Cursillo Meeting         Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Porque Ser Catolico?    Nazareth 
7:00pm—9:00pm OCIA Class             Lourdes A/B 

Saturday, April 26 
9:00am—12:30pm AA Meeting                   Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish Children’s Choir            Fatima 
4:00pm—9:00pm Adult Sewing Group          Lourdes A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice          Nazareth 

REGULAR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR ARIL 12 & 13 
 

Last Sunday: $6,503 
Same Week Last Year: $5,278 

(Does not include Faith Direct) 
 

Maintenance: $2,693 

Weekend of April 12-13 Number of Attendees 
5:00pm English Vigil   138 
8:00am English     158 
9:00am Italian    32 
9:30am Bilingual   247 
10:00am Czech    28 
11:00am English   446 
12:30pm Spanish   995 
3:00pm Vietnamese   94 

This is a reminder that the May 4th meeting is cancelled. 
The next Rosary Society meeting will take place on  
Sunday, June 1, 2025 at the conclusion of the bilingual 
Mass in the Lourdes Room in the Parish Institute. $3.00 
per person is the donation for refreshments. Yearly dues 
are $10.00 per person. All ladies over age 15 are invited to 
join. Bring a friend! 

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak 
with Deacon Jacob to register your child for Baptism.  

The Knights of Columbus have established a council in  
Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish. We are looking  
for men to join the Order. You must be a man, at  
least eighteen years old and be in union with the  
Catholic Church. If you are interested go to  
KofC.org/JoinUs or contact Peter Perroni at  
peterperroni040@gmail.com. Thank you.   

GROUPS AND SOCIETIES  
AT OUR  PARISH INSTITUTE 

MASS ATTENDANCE RECORD 

WEEKLY MASS OFFERINGS 

May 20, 2025  May 24, 2025 
June 24, 2025  June 28, 2025 
July 22, 2025  July 26, 2025 
August 19, 2025 August 23, 2025 
September 23, 2025 September 27, 2025 
October 21, 2025 October 25, 2025 
November 18, 2025 November 22, 2025 
December 23, 2025 December 27, 2025 

NO CLASE DISPONIBLE  NO BAUTISMOS EN MAYO 
10 de Junio 2025 14 de Junio 2025 
8 de Julio 2025  12 de Julio 2025 
5 de Agosto 2025 9 de Agosto 2025 
9 de Septiembre 2025 13 de Septiembre 2025 
7 de Octubre 2025 11 de Octubre 2025 
4 de Noviembre 2025 8 de Noviembre 2025 
9 de Diciembre 2025 13 de Diciembre 2025 

Preparation Meeting  Baptism Ceremony 
Tuesday—6:00pm—Institute 12:00pm—Upper Church 

Reunion de Preparacion Ceremonia de Bautismo 
Martes—6:00pm—Instituto    12:00pm—Iglesia de Arriba 

ROSARY SOCIETY MONTHLY MEETING KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART April 20, 2025 

Dear parish family and friends in Christ, 

“Christ is Risen! Alleluia!” 

What a joy it is to greet you with these triumphant words this Easter!  
They are more than just a seasonal greeting—they are the very heart of who 
we are as Christians. Christ’s Resurrection is not only a moment in history,  
but the victory that gives meaning to our lives today: light has overcome  
darkness, grace has conquered sin, and life has triumphed over death. 

One of the most beautiful things about the Easter story is its sense of  
movement. The Gospel is alive with it: Mary Magdalene runs to tell Peter and 
John that the tomb is empty. They run to see for themselves. Mary remains, 
and in her waiting, she sees the Risen Lord—and then she runs again to share 
the Good News. That’s the Church at her best: not standing still, but going 
forth with joy. 

We are meant to be like Mary Magdalene—so moved by our encounter with Jesus that we cannot help but share it. 
She is the first witness of the Resurrection, and she shows us what it means to be missionary disciples—running,  
proclaiming, living the Good News with our whole lives. 

Each year at the Easter Vigil, I’m struck by that powerful moment when the new Paschal Candle is carried into the dark 
church. From one small flame, light begins to spread, until the whole church is glowing. That image stays with me—
because it speaks of hope. It reminds me that even the smallest light, shared in love, can change everything. And it  
reminds me of you—each one of you holding your light in faith, and sharing it with the world. 

These are challenging times we’re living in. There’s much in our world and in our own country that feels uncertain or 
divided. But Easter is God’s definitive answer to fear and despair: Christ is Risen! And because of that, we can never 
give up hope. Now more than ever, the world needs what we have—the light of Christ, alive in us. St. Paul says,  
“If Christ has not been raised, then our faith is in vain” (1 Cor 15:14). But He has been raised—and that changes  
everything. So let’s live like people who believe it. Let’s be Easter People—not just in word, but in the way we love, 
serve, forgive, and go forth. Let’s be “running disciples,” like Mary and Peter and John—people who move with joy  
because we’ve encountered the Risen Lord. 

And here’s something beautiful to remember: Easter is not just a day, it’s a season—a full 50 days, leading us to the 
great feast of Pentecost. The Church, in her wisdom, knows that such a great mystery needs time to sink in, to shape 
us, to transform us. And at the heart of this season is what we call the Octave of Easter—the eight days from Easter 
Sunday to Divine Mercy Sunday—which the Church celebrates as if each day were Easter itself. That’s how important 
this feast is. That’s how much joy we’re meant to carry—not for one morning, but for a lifetime. 

So don’t rush past the Resurrection. Let it continue to fill you, inspire you, and change you. Let the light of Easter  
permeate your daily life—your relationships, your work, your family, your prayer. Let the Risen Lord walk with you 
throughout these 50 days and beyond. 

To all who served so generously during Lent and Holy Week—our clergy, staff, volunteers, and ministers—thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. Your faith and dedication are a blessing to us all. And to our newly baptized and  
confirmed brothers and sisters: welcome to the family! Your courage and commitment inspire us. We rejoice with you, 
and we will walk this journey of faith together with you. 

This Easter, may the light of Christ fill your hearts and your homes. May His peace surround you, His love sustain you, 
and His joy move you to go forth and share the Good News. 

With love and Easter blessings, 

Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 20 de abril, 2025 

Querida familia parroquial y amigos en Cristo, 

¡Cristo ha resucitado! ¡Aleluya! 

¡Qué alegría poder saludarlos con estas palabras triunfales en esta Pascua! 
Son mucho más que un saludo de temporada: son el corazón mismo de  
lo que somos como cristianos. La Resurrección de Cristo no es solo un  
acontecimiento del pasado, sino la victoria que da sentido a nuestra vida hoy: 
la luz ha vencido a las tinieblas, la gracia ha vencido al pecado, y la vida ha 
triunfado sobre la muerte. 

Uno de los aspectos más hermosos del relato pascual es su sentido de  
movimiento. El Evangelio está lleno de vida: María Magdalena corre a avisar 
a Pedro y a Juan que el sepulcro está vacío. Ellos corren a comprobarlo. María 
se queda, y en su espera, ve al Señor resucitado—y luego corre nuevamente 
para compartir la Buena Nueva. Esa es la Iglesia en su mejor expresión:  
no inmóvil, sino que sale al encuentro con alegría. 

Estamos llamados a ser como María Magdalena—tan transformados por nuestro encuentro con Jesús que no podemos 
guardarlo para nosotros. Ella es la primera testigo de la Resurrección, y nos enseña lo que significa ser discípulos misio-
neros: correr, anunciar, y vivir la Buena Nueva con todo nuestro ser. 

Cada año, en la Vigilia Pascual, me conmueve profundamente ese momento poderoso en el que el Cirio Pascual es  
llevado a la iglesia oscura. De una sola llama, la luz comienza a propagarse, hasta que todo el templo resplandece.  
Esa imagen permanece en mi corazón porque habla de esperanza. Me recuerda que incluso la luz más pequeña,  
compartida con amor, puede cambiarlo todo. Y me hace pensar en ustedes—cada uno sosteniendo su luz con fe, y 
compartiéndola con el mundo. 

Vivimos tiempos difíciles. Hay mucha incertidumbre y división en nuestro mundo y también en nuestro país. Pero la 
Pascua es la respuesta definitiva de Dios al miedo y a la desesperanza: ¡Cristo ha resucitado! Y por eso, nunca podemos 
perder la esperanza. Hoy más que nunca, el mundo necesita lo que nosotros tenemos: la luz de Cristo, viva en  
nosotros. San Pablo nos dice: “Si Cristo no ha resucitado, vana es nuestra fe” (cf. 1 Cor 15,14). Pero Él ha resucitado, y 
eso lo cambia todo. Vivamos, entonces, como personas que verdaderamente lo creen. Seamos un Pueblo Pascual, no 
solo de palabra, sino en la manera en que amamos, servimos, perdonamos, y salimos al encuentro de los demás.  
Seamos “discípulos que corren”, como María, Pedro y Juan—personas movidas por la alegría de haber encontrado al 
Señor Resucitado. 

Y algo hermoso para recordar: la Pascua no es solo un día, ¡es una temporada! Cincuenta días completos de  
celebración, que culminan en la gran fiesta de Pentecostés. La Iglesia, en su sabiduría, sabe que este misterio tan  
grande necesita tiempo para profundizarse en el corazón, para transformarnos poco a poco. Y en el centro de esta  
temporada está la Octava de Pascua: los ocho días que van desde el Domingo de Resurrección hasta el Domingo de la 
Divina Misericordia. La Iglesia celebra cada uno de esos días como si fuera el mismo día de Pascua, lo cual muestra la 
grandeza y la alegría de esta solemnidad. 

Así que no pasemos rápido por la Resurrección. Dejemos que siga llenándonos, inspirándonos y transformándonos. 
Que la luz de Pascua penetre cada rincón de nuestra vida diaria—nuestras relaciones, nuestro trabajo, nuestra familia, 
nuestra oración. Que el Señor Resucitado camine con nosotros durante estos cincuenta días… y más allá. 

A todos los que han servido con tanta generosidad durante la Cuaresma y la Semana Santa—nuestros sacerdotes,  
diáconos, personal, voluntarios y ministros—gracias de todo corazón. Su fe y entrega son una verdadera bendición. Y a 
nuestros hermanos y hermanas recién bautizados y confirmados: ¡bienvenidos a la familia! Su valentía y compromiso 
nos llenan de alegría. Caminaremos juntos en esta hermosa aventura de la fe. 

Que en esta Pascua, la luz de Cristo llene sus corazones y sus hogares. Que su paz los rodee, su amor los sostenga, y su 
alegría los impulse a salir al mundo a compartir la Buena Nueva. 

Con todo mi cariño y bendiciones pascuales, 

Mons. Cuong M. Pham 



Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a 
way for us to communicate with God and obtain His  
divine intervention. It can help sick people get well again 
and also gives us the strength in our own weakness and 
suffering. To add names of your loved ones to our Prayer 
List, please contact the parish office. Currently enrolled: 
Angel Garcia. 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration  
of the Blessed Sacrament as “the Mass 
held in contemplation.” As a way of  
encouraging devotion to the Eucharist, 
we invite all parishioners to come and 
spend some time before the Real  
Presence of the Lord on Friday, May 2, 2025. Exposition 
and Adoration will take place right after the 8:00am Mass 
and will conclude with Solemn Benediction before the 
start of the 12 Noon Mass. 

We remember our deceased loved ones by having them 
prayed for at Mass on every first Friday of the month (the 
day traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) as 
a meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment is $10 
per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society will be 
remembered for a whole year. Currently enrolled:  
Fructuoso Ponce, Floriberto Ponce, Lorrain Loja Cono, 
Richard McGrade, Gaetano Todaro, Rafaela Altagracia 
Lugo Cruz, Louella Coligado, Cresencia Bondoc, Angelita 
Cruz, Maria (Ecuador), Miguelina Acevedo, Margarita 
Acevedo—Dostall, Anna Danyluk, & John Bodnar. 

RECTORY CLOSINGS 

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

 

The parish office will be closed on Easter 
Monday, April 21, 2025. There will be 
only one Mass celebrated in English in 
the main Church. The office will reopen 
on Tuesday, April 22, 2025. We wish  
everyone a blessed & Happy Easter. 

Having celebrated the holiest events of 
Christ’s passion, death and resurrection 
during the Paschal Triduum, we now de-
light in the fifty days of Eastertide with 
rejoicing, feasting and giving witness to 

our faith.  These are days when we look for the risen Lord 
among us; hear in each other’s stories of rising from the 
big and small deaths; experience something of Christ’s 
triumph in our lives.  That is why we look to the newly 
baptized, robed in bright new clothes and oily with glad-
ness: at Easter, they died to sins and rose with Christ to a 
new life.  Now they take their places in church among us.  
Together, like the first witnesses of Christ’s resurrection 
who were so full of joy on that Easter morn, we rush 
about with good and giddy news:  Death is not the last 
word!  Life and love are forever!  Eastertide is the perfect 
time for evangelization, for sharing our happy faith, for 
working together to change this world into the world to 
come.  Sing Alleluia!   

Después de haber celebrado los eventos más sagrados de 
la pasión, muerte y resurrección de Cristo durante el 
Triduo Pascual, ahora nos regocijamos en los cincuenta 
días del Tiempo Pascual con alegría, festines y dando 
testimonio de nuestra fe. Estos son días en los que 
buscamos al Señor resucitado entre nosotros; 
escuchamos en las historias de unos y otros sobre cómo 
hemos resurgido de las muertes grandes y pequeñas; 
experimentamos algo del triunfo de Cristo en nuestras 
vidas. Por eso miramos a los recién bautizados, vestidos 
con ropas nuevas y ungidos de alegría: en Pascua, 
murieron al pecado y resucitaron con Cristo a una nueva 
vida. Ahora toman sus lugares en la iglesia entre nosotros. 
Juntos, como los primeros testigos de la resurrección de 
Cristo que estaban llenos de alegría en esa mañana de 
Pascua, corremos por todas partes con buenas y 
emocionantes noticias: ¡La muerte no es la última 
palabra! ¡La vida y el amor son eternos! El Tiempo Pascual 
es el momento perfecto para la evangelización, para 
compartir nuestra fe feliz, para trabajar juntos para 
transformar este mundo en el mundo venidero. 
¡Cantemos Aleluya! 

WITNESSING EASTER JOY 

TESTIFICANDO LA ALEGRIA DE LA PASCUA 





NEW TO THE PARISH? 
SCAN HERE TO BECOME A MEMBER 

Everybody's trying to find God. They may not admit it. They may not 
even know it. But the search defines. them, and it defines us. 
Everybody's trying to find God. They may not admit it. They may not 
even know it. They may talk around it, shy away from saying the name, 
both to others and to themselves: God. But I know for a fact that every 
person who was ever born into this world spent their lives searching for 
Him - somewhere, somehow, even if the only place they thought to 
look was in money or drugs. 
It's a comforting fact, really a reminder of how alike we all are. Catholic, 
Jewish, Muslim, atheist, rich, poor, Black, white. When it comes right 
down to it, the history of humanity is a never-ending Easter morning 
scene that plays in perpetuity. The sorrow, the shock, the confusion. 
Again and again, as each newborn baby opens his eyes, the search  
begins anew. Where did he go? What has happened? Where can I find 
him? 
Catechesis isn't enough. Even those who learn about Jesus Christ, who 
accept his word, hang hesitantly outside the tomb. afraid to go in.  
Jesus' best friend the disciple whom he loved ran faster than Peter, so 
desperate he was to find his Lord. But when he got to the tomb and 
saw it empty, he got spooked. He froze. 
Sometimes, we expect God to be right where we left Him - in a certain 
parish, with a certain priest, in a certain relationship, at a certain job. 
We show up, and we're heartbroken to see that our expectations have 
been turned upside down. He's left us. we think dejectedly, but we're 
wrong. 
There is no one who has been abandoned by God. There are only those 
who stop looking for Him. 
Don't let the empty tombs define you. It's the search that defines you 

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

First Reading: In his speech, Peter  
emphasizes that he and the Apostles were 
chosen as "witnesses" to tell others. of the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  
Have you ever told anyone why you believe 
in Jesus? 
 
Second Reading: Paul urges the Corinthians 
to celebrate Jesus' death and resurrection 
with sincerity and truth. How does your  
family celebrate Easter Sunday? 
 
Gospel: We hear how Mary of Magdala,  
Peter and the Beloved Disciple initially react 
to seeing Jesus' empty tomb. How do you 
share startling news with others? 

The Seven Sorrows of 
Mary helps us to unite 
our own sufferings with 
those of Jesus, following 
Mary's perfect example, 
as we meditate upon the 
great sufferings endured 
by Our Lord and his 
Blessed Mother. 
 

 
Prayer for Easter 

Blessed be God who has triumphed over the 
grave! Our Lord is victorious! May the joy of 
Easter fill every part of our lives! Amen. 

THE SEARCH DEVOTIONS, EXPLAINED! 

DIGGING DEEPER INTO  
SUNDAY READINGS 



When I was a young boy, my parents told me about their 
wedding. Then a few years later, they showed me my 
mother's wedding dress and my dad's suit. It was  
astonishing to see and touch garments that connected me 
to the event that led to my existence. Of course, I already  
believed they were married based on their word.  
But these holy garments made the event real and tangible 
for me. 
Something like this is at play when St. John reports  
encountering in Jesus' tomb, "the cloth that had covered 
his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a  
separate place" (John 20:7). Those two separate cloths,  
for his head and for his body respectively, meant a great 
deal to St. John and to the early Christians. Some years 
after the resurrection, there surfaced reports of two cloths 
with unusual characteristics, one bearing the image of a 
crucified man's body, another smaller one with the image 
of a wounded man's face. Some call them the Shroud of 
Turin and the Veil of Manoppello; they both can be seen 
today. 
These two cloths have a long and complicated history. and 
scholars debate aspects of them. If you're curious,  
I encourage you to read about them. To be clear, I believe  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
in the resurrection of Jesus because of the testimony of  
eyewitnesses and the gift of faith in the Church.  
Nevertheless, seeing these two mysterious cloths have 
made the life-giving event of Jesus' resurrection more real 
and tangible for me. Maybe they will for you, too. 

Father John Muir 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

Each day we face plenty of decisions about following God: whether or 
not to pray, how to treat people, and how to prioritize our time.  
Sometimes there can be something much more significant we discern: 
a vocational call, a promotion at work that requires a move, or a new 
ministry position at church. In addition to a pro-con list or a  
cost-benefit analysis, here are a few things to prayerfully consider and 
to talk over with trusted individuals. 
Does it conform to God's will revealed in the Church? God doesn't call 
us to do something that contradicts the moral law. Will it encourage 
spiritual growth? Sometimes we need to choose between multiple 
good options. Consider the personal impact on you and others you are 
responsible for, like family. Other times we might be invited to do 
good for others, but when we assess our other life commitments,  
we see that saying yes to this would actually impede our prior  
responsibilities in the long run. Does the call seem consistent?  
This isn't to say that God won't do something new. Even so, consider if 
the call is consistent with your gifts and abilities. Can you see a 
"through-line so to speak, with how your experiences have led you to 
this point? Do others confirm it? Share your reflections with trusted, 
insightful confidantes. Have they seen the same things you have,  
or are they bringing up new points to consider? Humbly add their  
relevant points to your considerations. Don't forget your gut.  
After you've carefully considered. everything in your mind, don't  
neglect your instincts. Does your heart say yes or no? 

 HOW DO I DISCERN IF A CALL TO DO  
SOMETHING BIG IS REALLY FROM GOD? 

Our parish Jornada group painted a banner for 
the Diocesan Jornada Caminata event this  
past Saturday (despite the rain and cold),  
to evangelize in the streets of Cypress Hills & 
Ozone Park through praise and worship . 
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