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MASS TIMES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live-streamed Masses can be accessed  
on our website 

Saturday 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday Main Church: 

8:00 AM (English) 

9:30 AM (Bilingual) 

11:00 AM (English) 

12:30 PM (Spanish) 

3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 

Chapel: 

9:00 AM (Italian) 

10:30 AM (Czech-Slovak) 
Weekdays 8:00 AM and 12:00 Noon 

Saturday 8:00 AM 

First Fridays 7:30 PM (Spanish) 

Holy Days 8:00 AM, 12 PM (English) 

and 7:30 PM (Bilingual) 

Holidays Only one Mass at 9:00 AM 

 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL CHURCH  
23-25 Newtown Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102       

Tel. 718.278.1834 | www.mountcarmelastoria.org 

 

CONFESSIONS:  
Saturday 3:30pm—4:30pm (Chapel) 

 

CHURCH HOURS:  
Weekday: 7:00am—7:00pm 
Saturday: 7:00am—6:00pm 
Sunday: 7:00am—4:00pm 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Weekday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon  
1:00pm—8:30pm 

 

Saturday:  
9:00am—5:00pm 

 
 

 
Follow us on Social Media:  

@OLMCAstoria 



INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  

 
The Altar Candles & Bread & Wine are being  

offered for Goffredo Barretta, by Maria Barretta 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp is being offered for  
Samantha Joanne Syldort, by her mom 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTION 

Preparation Meeting 
Tuesday—6:00pm—Institute 

Baptism Ceremony 
12:00pm—Upper Church 

NO CLASS AVAILABLE NO ENGLISH BAPTISMS 

May 20, 2025 May 24, 2025 

June 24, 2025 June 28, 2025 

July 22, 2025 July 26, 2025 

August 19, 2025 August 23, 2025 

September 23, 2025 September 27, 2025 

October 21, 2025 October 25, 2025 

November 18, 2025 November 22, 2025 

December 23, 2025 December 27, 2025 

Reunion de Preparacion 
Martes—6:00pm—Instituto 

Ceremonia de Bautismo 
12:00pm—Iglesia de Arriba 

8 de Abril 2025 12 de Abril 2025 

NO CLASE DISPONIBLE MAYO NO BAUTISMOS EN MAYO 

10 de Junio 2025 14 de Junio 2025 

8 de Julio 2025 12 de Julio 2025 

5 de Agosto 2025 9 de Agosto 2025 

9 de Septiembre 2025 13 de Septiembre 2025 

7 de Octubre 2025 11 de Octubre 2025 

4 de Noviembre 2025 8 de Noviembre 2025 

9 de Diciembre 2025 13 de Diciembre 2025 

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak 
with Deacon Jacob to register your child for Baptism. 
Please bring the birth certificate to the initial meeting. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 22 
 5:00pm   Angelo Cluess, Albino & Domenica Montali, 
   Deceased Parishioners of Maimon & Piedra Blanca, D.R. 
   Pearl Odu, Bau Nguyen 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 23 (Third Sunday of Lent) 
 8:00am  Marcus Hernandez 
 9:00am  Maria Letizia Arcabascio 
 9:30am Giovanna Ayoghu 
 11:00am Paulina Nacinovich’s 21st Birthday (Living) 
 12:30pm Hugo Ponce, Alberto Xique (1 Aniversario), 
   Marta Isabel de Chajon (6to Aniversario) 
   Victor Leonides Aguilar Zacatenco,  
             Ereilia Vidal, Paula Gomez Vidal, Rogelio Lira Pérez, 
      Zobeida Teresa Peña Morel y Lily Cordova (Cumpleaños) 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 24 
 8:00am Leonardo & Giuseppina Grippi 
 12:00pm Salvatore & Rosalia Arcabascio 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 25 (The Annunciation of the Lord) 
 8:00am Della Gannon 
 12:00pm Josephine & Anthony Russo 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 
 8:00am   Anna Hue & John Phuong 
 12:00pm Goffredo Barretta 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 27 
 8:00am John Duy Pham 
 12:00pm Goffredo Barretta 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 28 
 8:00am Anna Su & Maria Nguyen 
 12:00pm Sid Repolsky 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 29 
 8:00am     Jenny Bliven Min (Living—Birthday) 
 5:00pm   Jeny Adama D’Souza, Pearl Odu, Mario Roveto 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 30 (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 
 8:00am  Gaspar Neto Alves & Family (Aniverasary) 
 9:00am  Barbara Petruso 
 9:30am Teodoro Tavarez 
 11:00am Angelina Taibi 
 12:30pm Por las Almas del Purgatorio, Por Las Almas 
   de Purgatorio de la Familia Melchor Aguilar, 
   Celestino Garcia Garcia, Pedro G. Melchor,  
   Guillermo Macias Castillo, 
        Por los Sacerdotes Enfermos, Consuelo Peña (3 Meses),  
          Yari Mariel Melchor & Catalina Toribio (Cumpleaños) 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Second collections are taken after communion during  
Sunday Masses. Thank you for your generosity. 

March 23, 2025– For our parish maintenance 

March 30, 2025– For Catholic Relief Services 

April 6, 2025– Easter Gift to My Church 



FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Sunday, March 23 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistas #14   Nazareth 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9               Balcony 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA     Upper Room+ Fatima 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community            Lourdes A/B 
1:30pm—5:00pm Via Crucis Practice       Guadalupe A/B 
1:30pm—4:00pm Via Crucis Choir                 Lourdes A/B 
 

Monday, March 24 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
6:00am—9:00pm Via Crucis Choir           Guadalupe A 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Tuesday, March 25 
7:00am—4:00pm TYLWS 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi         Balcony 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter  Guadalupe A/B+ 
           Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro #1     Nazareth 
 

Wednesday, March 26 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
4:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Thursday, March 27 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary           Guadalupe B 
5:30pm—7:30pm Religious Education All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO                  Gym 
 

Friday, March 28 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
10:00am—11:30am Porque Ser Catolico?        Lourdes A/B 
5:00pm—10:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:30pm—9:00pm OLMC Youth Group     Guadalupe A/B 
6:30pm—9:00pm   Practica de Instrumentos          Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Porque Ser Catolico?    Nazareth 
7:00pm—9:00pm OCIA Class             Lourdes A/B 
 

Saturday, March 29 
6:00am—2:00pm Retiro Cuaresmal       Guadalupe A/B 
9:00am—12:30pm AA Meeting                        Lourdes A/B 
9:00am—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish Children’s Choir            Fatima 
4:00pm—9:00pm Adult Sewing Group          Lourdes A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice          Nazareth 
5:00pm—7:00pm  Ministerio de Consolacion  Upper Room 
6:00pm—9:00pm    Via Crucis Choir       Guadalupe A/B 
7:00pm—9:00pm Porque Ser Catolico?                  Fatima 

MASS ATTENDANCE RECORD 

WEEKLY MASS OFFERINGS 

REGULAR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR MARCH 15 & 16 
Last Sunday: $5,142 Same Week Last Year: $5,235 

 
(Does not include Faith Direct) 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament as “the Mass 
held in contemplation.” As a way of  
encouraging devotion to the Eucharist, 
we invite all parishioners to come and 
spend some time before the Real  
Presence of the Lord on Friday, April 4, 2025. Exposition 
and Adoration will take place right after the 8:00am Mass 
and will conclude with Solemn Benediction before the 
start of the 12 Noon Mass. 

Weekend of March 15-16 Number of Attendees 
5:00pm English Vigil   144 
8:00am English     100 
9:00am Italian    27 
9:30am Bilingual   372 
10:00am Czech    26 
11:00am English   198 
12:30pm Spanish   216 
3:00pm Vietnamese   55 

The next Rosary Society meeting will take place on April 6, 
2025 at the conclusion of the bilingual Mass in the Lourdes 
Room in the Parish Institute. $3.00 per person is the dona-
tion for refreshments. Yearly dues are $10.00 per person.  
All ladies over age 15 are invited to join. Bring a friend! 

ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS 

GROUPS AND SOCIETIES  
AT OUR  PARISH INSTITUTE 

We sincerely thank all the generous individuals who gave 
to the 2024 Annual Catholic Appeal. We made $11,319.30 
over the goal which goes back to our parish for our various 
ongoing projects. 
If you haven’t yet made a contribution to the 2025 Annual 
Catholic Appeal, we invite each family to consider making 
a tax-deductible gift today. Our goal is to receive a  
prayerful offering from every family, no matter the 
amount, so that together we can reach our goal! As of 
March 13, 2025, we have 30 donors who have pledged 
$14,689 from which $9,745 has been received. 

2025 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART March 23, 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As we gather on this Third Sunday of Lent, the Scriptures speak powerfully to us about the call to live fruitful lives — 
lives that do not simply take, but give back in meaningful ways. We all know what it means to encounter  
a “freeloader,” someone who receives again and again but offers little in return. In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses that  
image, not with a person, but with a fig tree — a tree that has drawn sustenance year after year, yet never produced  
a single fig (cf. Luke 13:1-9). 

Of course, Jesus isn’t teaching us about farming; He’s teaching us about ourselves. How easy it can be to take all that 
God offers — His blessings, His mercy, His grace — and yet fail to bear fruit. But the heart of this parable is not  
judgment; it is mercy. The gardener — a figure of Christ Himself — pleads for more time, promising to cultivate and 
fertilize the tree, giving it every opportunity to grow and bear fruit. 

This is the God we believe in — patient, merciful, and always ready to give us another chance. How many times in our 
lives have we failed to produce the good fruit God desires? And yet, here we are, still given another Lent, another  
season of grace, another year. Another chance. What a gift it is to serve a God who does not give up on us. The  
question now is, what will we do with this second chance? Will we stand idle, or will we allow ourselves to be  
cultivated, nourished, and made fruitful? 

I’m reminded of the true story of a cab driver who, instead of rushing through his last fare of the day, chose to take a 
frail elderly woman on one final journey — free of charge — through the city’s streets, visiting the places that held the 
memories of her life before she entered hospice care. In offering just a small part of himself — his time and his  
attention — he gave her a moment of joy she would carry with her to the end. Later, reflecting on what had seemed 
like an ordinary encounter, the driver realized it may have been the most important thing he had ever done. 

It’s often the smallest acts, the quiet choices to love, serve, and care, that produce the sweetest fruit. 

As I said at the start of Lent — by all means, give up cake and ice cream, skip that cocktail, and get that body ready for 
the beach if you must. But more importantly, don’t forget to reach out. Do the right thing, the kind thing, the good  
action. Remember what we confessed together at the start of every Mass: forgive us for the things we have done,  
but also for the things we have failed to do. Lent is not just about what we give up, but about what we give —  
of ourselves, for the good of others. And sometimes, it is the smallest actions that bear the greatest results. 

This brings me to a wonderful opportunity right before us — our parish Youth Group’s pilgrimage to Rome this summer 
for the Jubilee Year Youth Event with Pope Francis. These young people represent the very best of our parish: they are 
leaders, volunteers, and the hopeful faces of the Church’s future. Supporting their pilgrimage is not just generosity —  
it is a living example of nurturing the good trees among us, watering and caring for them so they continue to grow 
strong and bear good fruit. 

This journey will be a once-in-a-lifetime spiritual experience that deepens their faith and strengthens their leadership.  
I invite you, then, to consider how you might help make this meaningful journey a reality for them — through your 
prayers, your encouragement, or your financial support. In doing so, you help cultivate the very soil from which the 
next generation of faithful, committed disciples will grow. It is an investment not just in them, but in the future of our 
Church. 

May this holy season be a time of growth for each of us. May we open our hearts to the Gardener’s care, and may our 
lives bear fruit that brings joy to God and hope to the world. 

        With prayerful blessings, 

        Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 23 de marzo, 2025 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 
En este Tercer Domingo de Cuaresma, la Palabra de Dios nos llega con fuerza y nos invita a reflexionar sobre nuestra 
propia vida: ¿Estamos dando frutos? ¿O solo estamos recibiendo sin devolver nada? En el Evangelio de hoy, Jesús nos 
habla de una higuera que, año tras año, es cuidada y alimentada, pero nunca da fruto (cfr. Lucas 13, 1-9). 
Claro que Jesús no nos está hablando solo de árboles o de agricultura. Nos está hablando a cada uno de nosotros. Qué 
fácil es recibir tantas bendiciones de Dios — la vida, la salud, el amor de la familia, su misericordia — y sin embargo, 
quedarnos de brazos cruzados, sin producir buenos frutos. 
Pero lo hermoso de esta parábola no es la condena, sino la paciencia y la misericordia de Dios. El viñador —  
que representa a Jesús — pide más tiempo, promete cuidar la higuera, abonarla, y darle una nueva oportunidad para 
que florezca. ¡Así es nuestro Dios! Un Dios que nunca se cansa de nosotros y que siempre nos da otra oportunidad. 
Piénsalo: ¿cuántas veces Dios nos ha dado una nueva oportunidad en la vida? ¿Y qué hemos hecho con ella?  
Hermanos, aquí estamos, en otra Cuaresma, en otro año de gracia. Una nueva oportunidad para crecer, para cambiar, 
para dar fruto. ¿La vamos a dejar pasar? 
Recuerdo una historia real que me conmovió mucho. Un taxista, al terminar su turno, recibió una última llamada.  
Pensó en apurarse y terminar de una vez. Pero algo en su corazón le dijo que esperara. De la casa salió una ancianita 
frágil, que le pidió recorrer la ciudad una última vez antes de ingresar a cuidados paliativos. Visitaron los lugares que 
marcaron su vida: donde trabajó, donde bailó, donde amó. El conductor, en ese simple gesto de dar un poco de su 
tiempo y su atención, le regaló un momento de alegría que ella llevaría en su corazón hasta el final. Al final, el taxista 
pensó: "De todo lo que he hecho en la vida, esto quizás fue lo más importante." 
Así de sencillo, hermanos. A veces, los pequeños gestos — escuchar, acompañar, dar una mano — son los que más  
frutos dan. 
Como les dije al empezar la Cuaresma: está bien dejar el pastel o el helado, evitar ese trago, y prepararse para el  
verano. Pero no se olviden de lo más importante: salir de ustedes mismos, tender la mano, hacer el bien. Recuerden lo 
que confesamos al empezar cada Misa: "Perdona nuestras ofensas, por lo que hemos hecho y por lo que hemos dejado 
de hacer." La Cuaresma no es solo dejar cosas, sino también dar — de nuestro tiempo, nuestro amor, nuestro servicio a 
los demás. Y a veces, los actos más pequeños son los que Dios convierte en frutos grandes. 
Por eso, quiero compartirles una hermosa oportunidad que tenemos como comunidad: nuestro Grupo de Jóvenes se 
está preparando para una peregrinación a Roma este verano, donde participarán en el Jubileo de los Jóvenes con el 
Papa Francisco. Estos muchachos y muchachas son un orgullo para nuestra parroquia: son líderes, servidores y el  
futuro de nuestra Iglesia. 
Apoyarlos en este viaje no es solo un acto de generosidad; es también una manera de cuidar y alimentar esos árboles 
jóvenes y fuertes que ya están dando fruto entre nosotros. Es ayudarlos a crecer más, a fortalecer su fe, y a prepararlos 
para seguir sirviendo con más amor y compromiso. 
Los invito de corazón a que piensen cómo pueden ayudar a hacer realidad este sueño — con sus oraciones, con  
palabras de aliento, o con su apoyo económico. Estaremos invirtiendo no solo en ellos, sino en el futuro de nuestra 
Iglesia. Porque los buenos frutos nacen de árboles bien cuidados. 
Que esta Cuaresma sea un tiempo de crecimiento para todos. Que dejemos al Señor — nuestro Divino Jardinero —  
trabajar en nuestros corazones, y que nuestras vidas den frutos abundantes que alegren a Dios y llenen de esperanza a 
nuestro mundo. 
        Con cariño y bendiciones, 
        Mons. Cuong M. Pham 



A MESSAGE OF APPRECIATION 
 

Father Ed Brady joins our  
pastor, Msgr. Cuong Pham, in 
expressing heartfelt gratitude 
to all the groups of our parish 
who came together to plan, 
organize, and beautifully carry 
out his Farewell Mass and  
Reception last Sunday.  
 

Now settling into his new residence among the retired 
priests in Douglaston, Father Brady assures us of his  
continued prayers and deep appreciation for the  
kindness shown by our priests and parishioners during his 
time with us. He looks forward to visiting our community 
whenever possible.  

MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Mass Intentions now through June 30 $15 
Mass Intentions starting July 1  $20 
Purgatorial Mass with Booklet  $20 
Purgatorial Mass with Card  $15 
 
Weekly Altar Flowers:    $100.00 
Weekly Altar Bread and Wine:   $40.00 
Weekly Sanctuary Lamp:   $30.00 
Weekly Altar Candles:    $20.00 
 
The Tree of Life: (east wall of the church vestibule)  
Gift categories include: 
    Silver Leaf:    $  500.00        
       Gold Leaf:   $1,000.00 
       Gold Rock at Base of Tree:  $2,500.00 





PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a 
way for us to communicate with God and obtain His  
divine intervention. It can help sick people get well again 
and also gives us the strength in our own weakness and 
suffering. To add names of your loved ones to our Prayer 
List, please contact the parish office. Currently enrolled: 
Maria Vera & Rita Henriquez. 

We encourage all who worship with us to consider  
registering to our parish. Please return this form in the 
collection or drop it off at the parish office. Your  
participation will strengthen  your sense of belonging in 
God’s family.  

 

Name(s): 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________ Apt______ 
 

City __________________ State _______ ZIP __________ 
 

Telephone: _____________________________________ 
 

E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE MARK ONE: 
[  ] I prefer envelopes   [  ] I prefer E-giving 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

REGISTRACION PARROQUIAL 

Registrarse permite que nuestra parroquia les pueda servir 
sus necesidades espirituales. Por favor devuelva este  
formulario en la colecta o déjelo en la oficina parroquial. 
Su participación fortalecerá su fe y su sentido de  
pertenencia en la familia de Dios. 
 

Nombre(s): ____________________________________ 
 

Dirección:_____________________________ Apt_____ 
 

Ciudad:_____________ Estado______ C. Postal_______ 
 

Teléfono: ______________________________________ 
 

E-mail: ________________________________________ 
 

POR FAVOR  MARCAR: 
[  ] Nueva Registración        [  ] Cambio de dirección 
[  ] Prefiero Sobres         [  ] Donaciones en línea 

We remember our deceased loved ones by having them 
prayed for at Mass on every first Friday of the month (the 
day traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) 
as a meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment is 
$10 per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society will 
be remembered for a whole year. Currently enrolled:  
Frank Bickley, Consuelo Jaramillo, Nelly Olivar, Chica 
Vivero Barradas, Filomena Rendon, Juan Obando Zavala, 
Esmirna Palys, Angela Velez, Concetta Astuto, Aurora  
Polo de Zavala, “Pepita” Moloche de Gavilano, Geraldine 
Medalla, Teodula Ahuatl, Fidel Miranda. 

You are cordially invited to participate in our parish’s celebration of the 
Stations of the Cross/Via Crucis. This devotion is held in English every  
Friday during Lent right after the 12 Noon Mass in the chapel. Booklets 
will be provided for all participants. Come to retrace the steps of Jesus, to 
know the depth of His love for you! 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Colon-Msgr. Higgins Council #309 is sponsoring a Baby Bottle Fundraiser for Bridge Women’s Support Center (formerly 
Bridge to Life) at all the Masses during the weekend of March 22 and 23. You will be asked to take home a baby bottle 
and fill it with coins and bills and return it on the weekend of April 5 and 6. All proceeds will be donated to Bridge to 
continue their life-saving work. Checks should be made out to “Colon-Msgr. Higgins Council 309.” 
 

Bridge was created to help pregnant women in need to choose life for their unborn babies. Toward that end, it  
provides material assistance (food, clothing, etc.) for the baby and the Mom. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
To find out more go to: http://thebridgetolife.org/ 
 

The Knights of Columbus have established a council in Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish. We are looking for  
men to join the Order. You must be a man, at least eighteen years old and be in union with the  
Catholic Church. The Knights meet in the Guadalupe room in the Institute every second Wednesday of the month.  
If you are interested go to KofC.org/JoinUs or contact Peter Perroni, peterperroni040@gmail.com. Thank you.   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS— BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER 





UN MENSAJE DE AGRADECIMIENTO 

El Padre Ed Brady se une a nuestro párroco, Mons. Cuong Pham, para  
expresar su más sincero agradecimiento a todos los grupos de nuestra  
parroquia que se unieron para planear, organizar y llevar a cabo de  
manera tan hermosa su Misa de Despedida y la Recepción el pasado  
domingo. Ahora que se está instalando en su nueva residencia junto a los 
sacerdotes jubilados en Douglaston, el Padre Brady nos asegura sus  
oraciones y expresa su profunda gratitud por toda la bondad y el cariño 
que nuestros sacerdotes y feligreses le mostraron durante su tiempo con 
nosotros. Él espera poder visitarnos y seguir siendo parte de nuestra  
comunidad siempre que le sea posible. 



O POLLO 

CHICKEN ALSO AVAILABLE 


