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MASS TIMES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live-streamed Masses can be accessed  
on our website 

Saturday 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday Main Church: 

8:00 AM (English) 

9:30 AM (Bilingual) 

11:00 AM (English) 

12:30 PM (Spanish) 

3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 

Chapel: 

9:00 AM (Italian) 

10:30 AM (Czech-Slovak) 
Weekdays 8:00 AM and 12:00 Noon 

Saturday 8:00 AM 

First Fridays 7:30 PM (Spanish) 

Holy Days 8:00 AM, 12 PM (English) 

and 7:30 PM (Bilingual) 

Holidays Only one Mass at 9:00 AM 

 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL CHURCH  
23-25 Newtown Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102       

Tel. 718.278.1834 | www.mountcarmelastoria.org 

 

CONFESSIONS:  
Saturday 3:30pm—4:30pm (Chapel) 

 

CHURCH HOURS:  
Weekday: 7:00am—7:00pm 
Saturday: 7:00am—6:00pm 
Sunday: 7:00am—4:00pm 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Weekday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon  
1:00pm—8:30pm 

 

Saturday:  
9:00am—5:00pm 

 
 

 
Follow us on Social Media:  

@OLMCAstoria 



INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  

The Altar Candles this week are being offered for Gaspare 
Barretta, offered by Marianna, Frank & Alba Del Greco 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTION 

Preparation Meeting 
Tuesday—6:00pm—Institute 

Baptism Ceremony 
12:00pm—Upper Church 

March 18, 2025 March 22, 2025 

NO CLASS AVAILABLE NO ENGLISH BAPTISMS 

May 20, 2025 May 24, 2025 

June 24, 2025 June 28, 2025 

Reunion de Preparacion 
Martes—6:00pm—Instituto 

Ceremonia de Bautismo 
12:00pm—Iglesia de Arriba 

4 de Marzo 2025 8 de Marzo 2025 

8 de Abril 2025 12 de Abril 2025 

NO CLASE DISPONIBLE MAYO NO BAUTISMOS EN MAYO 

10 de Junio 2025 14 de Junio 2025 

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak 
with Deacon Jacob to register your child for Baptism. 
Please bring the birth certificate to the initial meeting. 

The Tree of Life: (east wall of the church vestibule)  
Gift categories include: 
    Silver Leaf:    $  500.00        
       Gold Leaf:   $1,000.00 
       Gold Rock at Base of Tree:  $2,500.00 

Weekly Altar Flowers:    $100.00 
Weekly Altar Bread and Wine:   $40.00 
Weekly Sanctuary Lamp:   $30.00 
Weekly Altar Candles:    $20.00 

MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

March 9, 2025- There will be a second collection after 
communion for Black & Indian Missions. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

March 23, 2025– There will be a second collection after 
communion for our parish maintenance. Your generosity 
enables us to maintain parish spaces in good condition. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 (Chair of Saint Peter) 
 5:00pm   Armando Rodriguez, Amalia Lanteri,  
   Thomas Reilly (1st Month Anniversary),  
   Deceased Diocesan Priests (1966 Class) 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 (Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 8:00am  Jeny Adam D’Souza 
 9:00am  Maria Letizia Arcabascio 
 9:30am Guadalupe Vidal (Living—Birthday) 
 11:00am All Nacinovich, Stanisich, Harvey & Mejia  
    Family Members 
 12:30pm Victor Leonides Aguilar Zacatenco,  
           Reyna Gonzalez Lucero, Victor Vazquez Hernandez,  
  Santiago Carty Reyes (4to Aniversario),  
 Francisco Flores (Memorial de Cumpleaños y 5to Aniversario), 

   Juvenal Michaca Mendez (2do Aniversario),  
  Jose Antonio Malaga, Idelina & Ferrer Michaca  
             (en su 25 Aniversario de Boda) 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
 8:00am Leonardo & Giuseppa Grippi 
 12:00pm Rosa & Antonio Dilluvio 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
 8:00am Fred Varone 
 12:00pm Leonard Burton 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
 8:00am   Salvatore Tagliaferro 
 12:00pm In Thanksgiving to Saint Charbel 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 (Saint Gregory of Narek) 
 8:00am Gaspare Barretta 
 12:00pm In Thanksgiving to the Archangels  
    Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
 8:00am Deceased Members of the Min & Suh Family 
 12:00pm Willy Haitzer 

SATURDAY, MARCH 1 
 8:00am     Angel Ruiz 
 5:00pm   Mary Kerrigan (12th Anniversary),  
   Amalia Lanteri, Deceased Maryknoll Priests, 
   Dina Molitano, Joseph Ogbodo (Living) 
   Pearl Odu (For her return to the faith) 

SUNDAY, MARCH 2 (Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am  Manuel, Camila & Mariano Sanchez 
 9:00am  Privata 
 9:30am The Living & Deceased Members of  
    Our Parish’s Rosary Society 
 11:00am Unborn Nacinovich Children 
 12:30pm Rafael Gomez Dominguez (5to Aniversario),  
   Lucia Puente, Reyna Gonzalez Lucero, 
    Iris Margarita Martinez, Jose Falvio Santos, 
  En agradecimiento a Jesus por el favor recibido,  
  Justina Mercedes Di Leones & Miguel de los  
  Santos Fernandez, Thomas de Jesus Fernandez,  
 Gregorio Fernandez, Benilda Rodriguez (Living– 90 Años) 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 



FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Sunday, February 23 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
9:30am—10:30am Grupo de Amistad #14   Nazareth 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9               Balcony 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA     Upper Room+ Fatima 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community            Lourdes A/B 
11:00am—8:00pm CYO             Gym 
1:30pm—5:00pm Sagrado Corazon       Guadalupe A/B 
 

Monday, February 24 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
6:00am—9:00pm Practica de Coro       Guadalupe A/B 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Tuesday, February 25 
7:00am—4:00pm TYLWS 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi         Balcony 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter  Guadalupe A/B+ 
           Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro #1     Nazareth 
 

Wednesday, February 26 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
4:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:00pm Knights of Columbus      Rectory 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Thursday, February 27 
7:00am—6:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary           Guadalupe B 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO                  Gym 
 

Friday, February 28 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
5:00pm—11:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:30pm—9:00pm   Practica de Instrumentos          Fatima 
6:30pm—9:00pm OLMC Youth Group     Guadalupe A/B 
7:00pm—9:00pm OCIA Class             Lourdes A/B 
 

Saturday, March 1 
9:00am—5:00pm Spanish Pre-Cana       Guadalupe A/B 
9:00am—12:30pm AA Meeting                        Lourdes A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish Children’s Choir            Fatima 
4:00pm—9:00pm Adult Sewing Group          Lourdes A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice          Nazareth 
5:00pm—7:00pm  Ministerio de Consolacion    Assumption 
6:00pm—7:30pm Porque Ser Catolico?          Fatima 
6:00pm—9:00pm   Via Crucis Practice & Choir Upper Room 
       + Guadalupe A/B 

MASS ATTENDANCE RECORD 

WEEKLY MASS OFFERINGS 

REGULAR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FEBRUARY 15 & 16 
Last Sunday: $5,142 Same Week Last Year: $5,915 

 
(Does Not Include Faith Direct) 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament as “the Mass 
held in contemplation.” As a way of  
encouraging devotion to the Eucharist, 
we invite all parishioners to come and 
spend some time before the Real  
Presence of the Lord on Friday, March 7, 2025. Exposition 
and Adoration will take place right after the 8:00am Mass 
and will conclude with Solemn Benediction before the 
start of the 12 Noon Mass. 

Weekend of February 15-16 Number of Attendees 
5:00pm English Vigil   119 
8:00am English     130 
9:00am Italian    23 
9:30am Bilingual   135 
10:00am Czech    29 
11:00am English   205 
12:30pm Spanish   334 
3:00pm Vietnamese   64 

The next Rosary Society meeting will take place 
on March 2, 2025 at the conclusion of the  
bilingual Mass in the Lourdes Room in the Parish 
Institute. $3.00 per person is the donation for 
refreshments. Yearly dues are $10.00 per person.  
All ladies over age 15 are invited to join. Bring a friend! 

ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS 

GROUPS AND SOCIETIES  
AT OUR  PARISH INSTITUTE 

The new year is filled with hope and promise as we seek to 
grow our vital ministries, explore new ways to share the 
good news of Christ’s love, and reflect His care and mercy 
to those in need throughout the community. To continue 
to make a difference in 2025, we are reaching out to our 
parishioners. 
Begin the new year with eGiving to help sustain and build 
ministries throughout 2025 that reflect the steadfast 
promise of God’s love. The need is great in our  
community, and your generous online gifts will help  
people all around us. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NY370 or call their Customer Service team at 866-507-
8757.   

FAITH DIRECT 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART February 23, 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As we gather for the Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Lord 
presents us with one of the most challenging and yet essential 
calls of our faith: to trust in His wisdom, to surrender our own 
desire for control, and to respond to difficulties with love,  
mercy, and obedience. 

In our first reading, we find David, not yet the mighty king of 
Israel, but a man on the run, pursued by Saul, who, in his jeal-
ousy and insecurity, seeks to kill him. By all human reasoning, 
David had every right to strike back, to defend himself, to take justice into his own hands. But he does something  
extraordinary—he refuses to lay a hand on Saul, saying, “Today, though the Lord delivered you into my grasp, I would 
not harm the Lord’s anointed” (1 Samuel 26: 22-23). David recognizes that even though Saul is flawed, he is still the 
Lord’s chosen, and only God Himself has the authority to judge him. Because David trusted in God’s plan, rather than 
seeking vengeance, he remained in God’s favor and became the greatest king of Israel. 

Jesus takes this lesson even further in today’s Gospel. He commands us to love our enemies, bless those who curse us, 
and forgive those who have wronged us. He reminds us that “the measure with which you measure will in return be 
measured out to you.” (Luke 6:38). These words challenge us because they ask us to rise above our emotions and  
human instincts and instead trust in the greater wisdom of God. 

This call to trust and obedience is particularly relevant to us as we face a difficult change in our parish life. As you know, 
Bishop Robert Brennan, whom God has entrusted with shepherding our diocese as His “anointed servant,” has  
mandated that all parishes reassess their Sunday Mass schedules to ensure that our worship is vibrant and sustainable. 
After much discussion with the lay leaders of our Italian community, we presented two proposals to the bishop  
regarding the future of the Italian Mass, since the average attendance at this Mass has never been higher than twenty 
persons for the last two years. After careful consideration, the bishop approved one of the proposals: beginning July 
1st, the Italian Mass will be celebrated once a month, while all current Italian feast days will still be observed in our  
parish, including Christmas and New Year, Holy Week and Easter. 

I know that for most, this is a painful change. I share that sadness in a special way. You all know how much I love and 
cherish the Italian language and culture. I have always found great joy in celebrating the Italian Mass, both in our parish 
and at the Co-Cathedral of St. Joseph every month for NET TV, and I understand how much it means to our Italian  
faithful. And yet, just as David trusted in God’s plan even when it was difficult, I also believe that in the end, Bishop 
Brennan’s vision will bring good to our Church in Brooklyn and Queens. I ask you, my dear parishioners, to show your 
solidarity with me in this moment, to trust that this change, while challenging, is part of God’s greater plan for our  
parish community. 

Thus, beginning this summer, I encourage those who attend the Italian Mass to consider participating in the other 
Masses on the Sundays when there will not be an Italian Mass, adding their presence, voices, and faith to the life of the 
parish in a new way. Many Italian families have already become fully integrated in the common parish liturgies, and 
this is a sign of growth, not decline. As we face this transition together, let us remember that we are one family in faith. 
Across the diocese, similar changes are taking place to ensure that our Church remains strong and vibrant for  
generations to come. By coming together as one parish, by trusting in God’s plan, and by supporting one another,  
we allow the Holy Spirit to lead us into a future filled with renewed unity and strength. 

David’s refusal to harm Saul was not a sign of weakness, but of great faith and trust in God’s justice. In the same way, 
our response to this change should not be one of resentment, but of faith—faith that God is guiding His Church, that 
He is at work through our bishop, and that this will lead us to greater things. Christ’s call to love and to trust is not  
always easy, but it is the path that leads to life. May we choose to walk it together, with open hearts and firm trust in 
the Lord. 

        In Christ’s peace, 

        Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 



Carissimi fratelli e sorelle in Cristo, 

In questa Settima Domenica del Tempo Ordinario, il Signore ci 
pone di fronte a una delle chiamate più difficili ma anche più 
fondamentali della nostra fede: fidarci della Sua volontà, 
rinunciare ai nostri desideri personali e affrontare le difficoltà 
con amore, misericordia e obbedienza. 

Nella prima lettura di oggi, incontriamo Davide, non ancora il 
grande re d’Israele, ma un uomo costretto a fuggire, braccato 
dal re Saul, il quale, per gelosia e paura, cerca di togliergli la 
vita. Davide avrebbe avuto tutte le ragioni umane per difendersi e vendicarsi. Eppure, fa qualcosa di straordinario: 
rifiuta di colpire Saul e afferma con convinzione: “Oggi il Signore ti aveva messo nelle mie mani, ma io non ho voluto 
colpire il consacrato del Signore” (1 Samuele 26:22-23). Davide comprende che, anche se Saul non agisce in modo 
giusto, è comunque l’eletto del Signore e che spetta solo a Dio giudicare. Per aver riposto la sua fiducia nel Signore 
invece che nella vendetta umana, Davide è rimasto nella grazia di Dio e ha ricevuto una benedizione più grande di 
quanto avrebbe mai potuto ottenere con le proprie mani. 

Gesù porta questo insegnamento ancora oltre nel Vangelo di oggi, chiedendoci di amare i nostri nemici, benedire 
coloro che ci maledicono e perdonare chi ci ha fatto del male. Egli ci ammonisce: “Con la misura con la quale misurate, 
sarà misurato a voi in cambio” (Luca 6:38). Queste parole ci sfidano profondamente, perché ci chiedono di superare i 
nostri sentimenti e impulsi umani e di fidarci invece della saggezza e della giustizia di Dio. 

Questa chiamata alla fiducia e all’obbedienza è particolarmente importante per noi in questo momento, mentre 
affrontiamo un cambiamento significativo nella vita parrocchiale. Come sapete, il nostro Vescovo, Mons. Robert 
Brennan, consacrato dal Signore per guidare la nostra diocesi, ha chiesto a tutte le parrocchie di rivedere i propri orari 
delle Messe domenicali per garantire celebrazioni più partecipate e spiritualmente fruttuose. Dopo un lungo dialogo 
con i vostri rappresentanti, abbiamo presentato due proposte al Vescovo riguardo alla Messa in italiano, perché 
l'affluenza media a nostra Messa non è mai stata superiore a venticinque persone negli ultimi anni. Dopo un’attenta 
riflessione insieme con molti consultori diocesani, il Vescovo ha approvato una delle proposte: a partire dal 1° luglio, la 
Messa in italiano sarà celebrata una volta al mese, mentre tutte le Messe festive italiane importanti continueranno a 
essere celebrate, comprese anche Natale, Capodanno, la Settimana Santa e la Pasqua. 

So bene che per molti di voi questo cambiamento è difficile. Anch’io provo una grande tristezza nel cuore. Sapete tutti 
quanto ami e apprezzi la lingua e la cultura italiana. Celebrare la Messa in italiano è per me un dono e un’immensa 
gioia, sia qui in parrocchia che alla Co-Cattedrale di San Giuseppe ogni mese per NET TV. Per questo vi chiedo, con il 
cuore aperto, di dimostrarmi la vostra vicinanza e solidarietà in questo momento. Anche se questa decisione ci 
rattrista, credo che la visione di Mons. Brennan porterà buoni frutti per la nostra Chiesa diocesana. 

Per questo motivo, a partire da questa estate, invito tutti voi che abitualmente partecipate alla Santa Messa in italiano 
a considerare di unirsi alle altre Messe nelle domeniche in cui non ci sarà la celebrazione in italiano, portando la vostra 
presenza alla vita della parrocchia in un nuovo modo. Già molte famiglie italiane si sono integrate nelle altre liturgie, e 
questo è un segno di crescita e vitalità, non di declino. In tutta la diocesi, altre comunità stanno vivendo processi simili 
per assicurare un futuro più forte e unito alla nostra Chiesa. Se accettiamo questo cammino con apertura di cuore, 
permetteremo allo Spirito Santo di guidarci verso una realtà più viva e armoniosa. Vi prometto che continuerò a 
lavorare con voi per trovare modi creativi per mantenere viva la presenza e le tradizioni italiane nella nostra parrocchia 
durante tutto l’anno.  

Quando Davide si rifiutò di fare del male a Saul, non fu un segno di debolezza, ma un atto di fede e fiducia nella volontà 
di Dio. Allo stesso modo, anche noi siamo chiamati a rispondere a questo cambiamento non con il risentimento, ma 
con fede che Dio sta guidando la Sua Chiesa, che Egli opera attraverso il nostro Vescovo, e che questo percorso porterà 
a qualcosa di più grande.  

        Con affetto e nella pace di Cristo, 

        Mons. Cuong M. Pham 

DAL CUORE DEL PASTORE 23 febbraio 2025  



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 23 de febrero, 2025 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 

Al celebrar juntos este Séptimo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario, 
el Señor nos invita a un desafío fundamental en nuestra fe:  
confiar en Su sabiduría, renunciar a nuestro propio deseo de 
controlar las cosas y afrontar las dificultades con amor,  
misericordia y obediencia. 

En la primera lectura de hoy, encontramos a David, no como el 
gran rey de Israel, sino como un hombre que huye, perseguido 
por el rey Saúl, quien, por celos e inseguridad, busca matarlo. 
Según la lógica humana, David tenía todo el derecho de defenderse y tomar justicia por su propia mano. Pero hace algo 
extraordinario: se niega a hacerle daño a Saúl, diciendo: “¿Quién puede atentar contra el ungido del Señor y quedar sin 
pecado?” (1 Samuel 26:22-23). David comprende que, aunque Saúl es imperfecto y actúa con injusticia, sigue siendo el 
elegido del Señor, y solo Dios tiene la autoridad para juzgarlo. Porque David confió en Dios en lugar de buscar  
venganza, permaneció en Su favor y llegó a ser el más grande rey de Israel. 

Jesús nos lleva aún más lejos en el Evangelio de hoy, llamándonos a amar a nuestros enemigos, bendecir a quienes nos 
maldicen y perdonar a quienes nos han hecho daño. Nos recuerda que “con la misma medida con que midan, serán 
medidos” (Lucas 6:38). Su enseñanza nos reta porque nos pide ir más allá de nuestras emociones y reacciones humanas 
y, en cambio, confiar en la sabiduría de Dios, que siempre ve más allá de lo que nosotros podemos ver. 

Esta invitación a confiar y obedecer es especialmente importante en este momento en que nuestra parroquia enfrenta 
un cambio significativo. Como saben, nuestro obispo, Mons. Robert Brennan, a quien Dios ha confiado el pastoreo de 
nuestra diócesis como Su “siervo ungido”, nos ha pedido que reestructuremos los horarios de las Misas dominicales en 
todas las parroquias para asegurar celebraciones litúrgicas más vivas y llenas de fe. Después de muchas conversaciones 
con los líderes de la comunidad italiana, presentamos dos propuestas al obispo sobre el futuro de la Misa en italiano 
porque la asistencia promedio a esa Misa no ha superado las veinticinco personas en los últimos años. Tras una  
cuidadosa reflexión, el obispo aprobó una de ellas: a partir del 1 de julio, la Misa en italiano se celebrará una vez al 
mes, mientras que se mantendrán todas las fiestas tradicionales italianas en nuestra parroquia, incluyendo Navidad, 
Año Nuevo, la Semana Santa y la Pascua. 

Sé que para muchos este es un cambio difícil. Y quiero decirles que lo entiendo, porque yo también lo siento. Ustedes 
saben cuánto amo y valoro la lengua y la cultura italiana. Siempre ha sido una gran alegría para mí celebrar la Misa en 
italiano, tanto en nuestra parroquia como en la Co-Catedral de San José cada mes para NET TV. Conozco el profundo 
significado que tiene para nuestros feligreses italianos. Sin embargo, al igual que David confió en el plan de Dios aun en 
medio de la incertidumbre, yo también creo que, al final, la visión del Obispo Brennan traerá frutos para nuestra Iglesia 
diocesana.  

Así pues, a partir de este verano, animo a quienes asisten a la Misa en italiano a considerar participar en las otras Misas 
en los domingos cuando no haya Misa en italiano, aportando su presencia, su voz y su fe a la vida de la parroquia de 
una manera nueva. Muchas familias italianas ya se han integrado así, y esto es un signo de crecimiento, no de  
disminución. En toda la diócesis, se están tomando medidas similares para asegurar que nuestra Iglesia se mantenga 
fuerte y vibrante en el futuro. Si caminamos juntos como una comunidad unida, permitiremos que el Espíritu Santo nos 
guíe hacia un futuro lleno de esperanza y fortaleza renovada. 

La decisión de David de no hacerle daño a Saúl no fue un acto de debilidad, sino un signo de su gran fe en Dios. De la 
misma manera, nuestra respuesta a este cambio no debe ser de resentimiento, sino de fe: fe en que Dios está guiando 
a Su Iglesia, fe en que Él actúa a través de nuestro obispo, y fe en que esto nos llevará a algo mejor. La invitación de 
Cristo a amar, confiar y perdonar no es fácil, pero es el camino que nos lleva a la vida. Que avancemos juntos, con  
corazones abiertos y una firme confianza en el Señor. 

        En la paz de Cristo, 

        Mons. Cuong M. Pham 



REGISTRACION PARROQUIAL 

Registrarse permite que nuestra parroquia les pueda servir 
sus necesidades espirituales. Por favor devuelva este  
formulario en la colecta o déjelo en la oficina parroquial. 
Su participación fortalecerá su fe y su sentido de  
pertenencia en la familia de Dios. 
 

Nombre(s): ____________________________________ 
 

Dirección:_____________________________ Apt_____ 
 

Ciudad:_____________ Estado______ C. Postal_______ 
 

Teléfono: ______________________________________ 
 

E-mail: ________________________________________ 
 

POR FAVOR  MARCAR: 
[  ] Nueva Registración        [  ] Cambio de dirección 
[  ] Prefiero Sobres         [  ] Donaciones en línea 

The Knights of Columbus have established a council in Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel parish. We are looking for men to 
join the Order. You must be a man, at least eighteen years 
old and be in union with the Catholic Church. The Knights 
meet in the Guadalupe room in the Institute every second 
Wednesday of the month. Thank you.   

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

One of my favorite new singers/songwriters is Noah 
Kahan. I'm a little biased because, like me, he is  
originally from Vermont. In a fine song entitled "Stick 
Season," he sings of his hope to "cancel out the  
darkness I inherited from dad." This lyric articulates his 
painful recognition of a dark spiritual "inheritance" 
from his father, and his hope to be free of it. We all 
inherit some degree of evil from our earthly forebears. 
It's easy to feel doomed to repeat their darkness. 
 
But we're not so doomed, thank God. This week's  
Gospel proclaims this. Whatever good or bad we  
received from our parents, we have a more definitive 
and perfect inheritance in God. Jesus commands us, 
"Be merciful just as your Father is merciful"  
(Luke 6:36). We have a perfect Father in heaven and 
are destined to inherit and reflect that perfect and 
merciful love. We have an inheritance of light, not 
darkness, and thus a whole new possibility of  
magnanimous love. Like any inheritance, this is a free 
gift to us. 

 
What are we destined to repeat? Not the darkness of 
our earthly parents. We are destined to be a reflection 
of God's life. Jesus liberates us from the inevitability of 
repeating whatever evils and imperfections are in our 
familial or cultural upbringings. It's time to claim that 
perfect inheritance. 

-Father John Muir 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Monetary donations also welcomed 

at the parish office. Please bring it in 

an enveloped marked “Hope Walks” 

in the care of Luis Sanchez. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 



We remember our deceased loved ones by having them 
prayed for at Mass on every first Friday of the month (the 
day traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) as 
a meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment is  
$10 per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society will 
be remembered for a whole year. Currently enrolled:   
 Ulises Meza, Nelson Morales, Julio Cesar Valentin,  
Anabel Garcia Barcena, Sandra Garcia, Rodolfo Avila 
Lazaro, Jesus Pinzon Villanueva, Diana Alba, Jorge  
Lavandera, Lucia Puentes, Emilia Rendon, Isauro  
Villanueva Chavez, Eulalio Valentin, Franco Valente 
Nava, Inoel Valente, Maestra Sofia, David Leyva, Candido 
Torres, Juan Carlos Larumbe, Tello Lorenzo, Proto  
Abarca, Maura Morales. 

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a 
way for us to communicate with God and obtain His  
divine intervention. It can help sick people get well again 
and also gives us the strength in our own weakness and 
suffering. If you wish your loved ones who is sick to be 
prayed for at our daily Mass, kindly contact our parish 
office to place their names in our Prayer List. We are  
currently praying for Thomas Gannon, Thomas Dugan, and 
Louella Coligado, Edwin Alvarez. 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

DIGGING DEEPER INTO SUNDAY’S READINGS 

 

First Reading: King David exercised great restraint in  
sparing the life of Saul. Can you think of a time when you 
had to take the high road with a friend or co-worker? 
 

Second Reading: Paul speaks of present-day believers as 
one day bearing the image of Christ (the "heavenly one"). 
How often do you think about your future life in heaven? 
 

Gospel: Jesus presents his followers with some very  
challenging morals: love your enemy, do not retaliate, and 
always be willing to forgive. Does this high moral standard 
seem possible for you personally? 

Despite the often packed churches, you may be  
surprised to hear that the answer is no! Holy days of 
obligation commemorate a particular event (such as the 
birth of Christ at Christmas) or celebrate particular  
people (such as Mary's Immaculate Conception or the 
feast of All Saints). Ash Wednesday is a day of penance, 
fasting, and abstinence to begin the season of Lent. In a 
sense, it focuses on a concept rather than something 
particular and concrete. 
 
Of course, repentance ought to be reflected in  
particular, concrete ways! That's one of the reasons that 
attending Mass on Ash Wednesday is a very good idea. 
It marks the beginning of a solemn season of penance. 
Despite all its comparisons to the desert, Lent can be 
very fruitful for our spiritual growth! Beginning this  
season with the celebration of Mass and the reception 
of ashes is a sign of our commitment to God and to  
spiritual growth. 

IS ASH WEDNESDAY A HOLY DAY OF  
OBLIGATION? 

NATIVITY STATUES AVAILABLE 
As we make space in our church storage, we are offering a 
number of Nativity statues to any parishioners who would 
like to give them a new home. These statues come from 
various sets we have used over the years, in different sizes 
and styles. While some may need a bit of touch-up 
painting, they are still in good, usable condition. If you are 
interested, please contact the parish office. First come, 
first served! 



JUDGEMENT AND LOVE 

It saddens me that Christians have somehow 
gained this reputation as a people who judge, 
who condemn. Today's Gospel is an invitation 
for us to consider how we engage with people 
who disagree with us or maybe even actively 
dislike us. 
 

"Oh, well. I'm going to hell anyway, right?" 
 

I have a few family members and friends who 
are not practicing Catholics who say this to me 
from time to time. It's always spoken in a  
teasing manner, with a wink and a shoulder 
shrug, usually to explain away some sort of 
minor misbehavior they feel guilty about. 
 

It saddens me that Christians have somehow 
gained this reputation as a people who  
judge, who condemn. I think in part it stems 
from a misunderstanding on the part of  
unchurched people (and lots of churched ones, 
too) regarding what constitutes "judging." It is 
absolutely not "judging" someone to disagree 
with a personal decision, whatever that  
decision may be, or to decline from  
participating in that decision. We all have  
functioning consciences; we are all supposed 
to discern the moral goodness of any action 
before we take it. 
 

But it is judging someone if we allow their  
decisions to impact how we treat them. 
 

Today's Gospel is an invitation for us to  
consider how we engage with people who  
disagree with us or maybe even actively dislike 
us. Much is said these days of the "culture 
wars." I certainly don't disagree that it can 
often feel like you're fighting a war when 
you're trying to live as the Church teaches. The 
forces against you often seem overwhelming 
and nefarious. And guess what? They are. 
 

But we need to remember who the enemy  
really is. The enemy is not other children of 
God, even if they are children of God who are 
actively promoting ideas that are wrong.  
Perhaps these people are misguided and mis-
taken. Perhaps they are misled by the devil. 
Have we not all been misled by him at some 
point? 
 

We must interact lovingly with people who 
think differently and live differently from us. 
The Christian life absolutely. demands it. 

 

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 






