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Live-streamed Masses can be accessed at 
mountcarmelastoria.org 

Saturday 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday Main Church: 
8:00 AM (English) 
9:30 AM (Bilingual) 
11:00 AM (English) 
12:30 PM (Spanish) 
3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
Chapel: 
9:00 AM (Italian) 
10:30 AM (Czech-Slovak) 

Weekdays 8:00 AM and 12:00 Noon 

Saturday 8:00 AM 

First Fridays 7:30 PM (Spanish) 

Holy Days 8:00 AM, 12 PM (English) 
and 7:30 PM (Bilingual) 

Holidays Only one Mass at 9:00 AM 

 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL CHURCH  
23-25 Newtown Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102       

718.278.1834 | mountcarmelastoria.org 

 
 

 
CONFESSIONS:  

Saturday 3:30pm—4:30pm (Chapel) 
 

CHURCH HOURS:  
Weekday: 7:00am—7:00pm 
Saturday: 7:00am—6:00pm 
Sunday: 7:00am—4:00pm 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Weekday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon  
1:00pm—8:30pm 

 

Saturday:  
9:00am—5:00pm 

 
 

 
Follow us on Social Media:  

@OLMCAstoria 



INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  

We encourage all who worship with us to consider  
registering to our parish. Please return this form in the 
collection or drop it off at the parish office. Your  
participation will strengthen  your sense of belonging in 
God’s family.  

 

Name(s): 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________ Apt______ 
 

City __________________ State _______ ZIP __________ 
 

Telephone: _____________________________________ 
 

E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE MARK ONE: 
[  ] I prefer envelopes   [  ] I prefer E-giving 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

Second collections are taken after communion during 
Sunday Masses. Below are the upcoming second  
collections: 
January 5, 2025– The collection will be for our Diocesan  
Missions. 
 
January 19, 2025– The collection will be for our parish 
maintenance. Your generosity enables us to keep our  
parish spaces in good condition for your use. 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 

The Altar Candles are being offered for Bernardino Petruso & 
Elio DiMonte, by Tony & Nina Carullo and Family 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp is being offered in memory of  
John “Jack” Smith, by the Hasselberg Family 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTION 

Preparation Meeting 
Tuesday—6:00pm—Institute 

Baptism Ceremony 
12:00pm—Upper Church 

January  21, 2025 January 25, 2025 

February 18, 2025 February 22, 2025 

March 18, 2025 March 22, 2025 

NO CLASS AVAILABLE NO ENGLISH BAPTISMS 

May 20, 2025 May 24, 2025 

June 24, 2025 June 28, 2025 

Reunion de Preparacion 
Martes—6:00pm—Instituto 

Ceremonia de Bautismo 
12:00pm—Iglesia de Arriba 

14 de Enero 2025 18 de Enero 2025 

4 de Febrero 2025 8 de Febrero 2025 

4 de Marzo 2025 8 de Marzo 2025 

8 de Abril 2025 12 de Abril 2025 

NO CLASE DISPONIBLE MAYO NO BAUTISMOS EN MAYO 

10 de Junio 2025 14 de Junio 2025 

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak 
with Deacon Jacob to register your child for Baptism. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4 (Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton) 
 5:00pm   Luckie S. Callanta, Thomas & Mary Buckley,  
   Ed Moser, Anthony Servini, Joseph Scarola, 
   Liliana Velazquez (Living— 6th Birthday) 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 (Epiphany of the Lord) 
 8:00am  Holy Souls in St. Mary’s Cemetery 
 9:00am  Bernardino Petruso e Elio Di Monte  
 9:30am The Living & Deceased Members of  
    Our Parish’s Rosary Society 
 11:00am John Lanca (Birthday Memorial) 
 12:30pm Lucila Abreu (48th Aniversario),  
   Richie Niemann, Rafael de los Santos,  
   Ana Mercedes Tejada Coronel 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 6 (Saint Andre Bessette) 
 8:00am In Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 12:00pm Maria Leticia Arcabascio 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7 (Saint Raymond of Peñafort) 
 8:00am Members of the Mother’s Prayer Group  
    and their Families 
 12:00pm Maria Leticia Arcabascio 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8 
 8:00am   Hak Mizelle 
 12:00pm Leonard Burton 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9 
 8:00am Mata Pope & Family (Living) 
 12:00pm Gilberto Martinez 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10 
 8:00am Carmen Mont’Etna & Family (Living) 
 12:00pm Dominador V. Castroverde, Sr. 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11 
 8:00am       Rubi & Francisco Roldan and Family (Living) 
 5:00pm   Anna Doan Hat, Msgr. Celsus Collini,  
   Joseph Scarola, Anna Su & Maria Nguyen,  
   John Duy Pham 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 (The Baptism of the Lord) 
 8:00am  Charles Cooper 
 9:00am  Salvatore Barretta & Salvatore Chiarmonte 
 9:30am Prudencia Cuautenco 
 11:00am Rigoberto Lopez (Memorial) 
 12:30pm Ines Sierra Huerta 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 



We remember our deceased loved ones by having them 
prayed for at Mass on every first Friday of the month (the 
day traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) 
as a meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment is 
$10 per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial  
Society will be remembered for a whole year. Currently 
enrolled:  Maria Cruz, Sra. Torres, Juana Castañeda,  
Francisco Quintero, Austria Lopez, Maria Barcena, Ismael 
Ozuna, Roberto & Rosario Lucena, Jenny Villanueva,  
Ulises Meza, Nelson Morales, Julio Cesar Valentin,  
Anabel Garcia Barcena, Sandra Garcia, Rodolfo Avila 
Lazaro, Jesus Pinzon Villanueva. 

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

REGISTRACION PARROQUIAL 

Sunday, January 5 
9:00am—1:00pm Rosary Society            Lourdes A/B 
9:30am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9             Nazareth 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA     Upper Room+ Fatima 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo            Guadalupe A 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community           Guadalupe B 
2:00pm—3:00pm Grupo de Amistas #14       Fatima 
 

Monday, January 6 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Tuesday, January 7 
7:00am—4:00pm TYLWS             Gym 
3:30pm—6:00pm Porque Ser Catolico?       Fatima 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi         Balcony 
5:30pm—8:30pm Deacons Meeting       Rectory 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter  Guadalupe A/B+ 
           Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro #2     Nazareth 
 

Wednesday, January 8 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
4:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education   All Rooms+ Gym 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
8:00pm—10:00pm Knights of Columbus        Guadalupe B 
 

Thursday, January 9 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
5:30pm—7:30pm Religious Education     Guadalupe A/B 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Friday, January 10 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS                           Gym 
5:00pm—11:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:30pm—9:00pm OLMC Youth Group     Guadalupe A/B 
6:30pm—9:00pm     Practica de Instrumentos            Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm OCIA Class             Lourdes A/B 
 

Saturday, January 11 
9:00am—1:0pm AA Meeting                   Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish Children’s Choir            Fatima 
3:00pm—5:00pm    1st Communion Ses. 3   Guadalupe A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice          Nazareth 
5:00pm—7:00pm  Ministerio de Consolacion             Fatima 
6:00pm—7:30pm Porque Ser Catolico?   Guadalupe A/B 
6:00pm—10:00pm Pastorela Set Up            Gym 

Registrarse permite que nuestra parroquia les pueda servir 
sus necesidades espirituales. Por favor devuelva este  
formulario en la colecta o déjelo en la oficina parroquial. 
Su participación fortalecerá su fe y su sentido de  
pertenencia en la familia de Dios. 
 

Nombre(s): ____________________________________ 
 

Dirección:_____________________________ Apt_____ 
 

Ciudad:_____________ Estado______ C. Postal_______ 
 

Teléfono: ______________________________________ 
 

E-mail: ________________________________________ 
 

POR FAVOR  MARCAR: 
[  ] Nueva Registración        [  ] Cambio de dirección 
[  ] Prefiero Sobres         [  ] Donaciones en línea 

The next Rosary Society meeting will 
take place on January 5, 2025 at the 
conclusion of the bilingual Mass in the 
Lourdes Room in the Parish Institute. 
$3.00 per person is the donation for 
refreshments. Yearly dues are $10.00 
per person. All ladies over age 15 are 
invited to join. Bring a friend! 

ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS 

THIS WEEK AT OUR PARISH 
The parish office will be closed on 
January 20, 2025. There will be only 
one Mass celebrated in English in 
the Main Church at 9:00am.  
The office will reopen on Tuesday, 
January 21, 2025 at 9:00am. 

OFFICE CLOSING 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART January 5, 2025 

Dear beloved parish family, 

Happy New Year! As we step into 2025 with hopeful hearts, I welcome you to the celebration of the Solemnity of the 
Lord’s Epiphany—a feast that brims with wonder, joy, and profound meaning. Known as the Feast of the Three Kings, 
this ancient celebration, older than Christmas itself, invites us to journey with the Magi as they seek and worship the 
Christ Child. Their journey reminds us that Jesus, our Savior, is revealed not to a select few but to all people, inviting 
everyone into the embrace of His boundless love. 

The word “epiphany” means “manifestation” or “revealing,” and this feast beckons us to encounter Christ anew.  
It celebrates the pivotal moments when His divine nature was made known to the world: His birth in Bethlehem, the 
adoration by the Magi, His baptism in the Jordan, and His first miracle at Cana. Each of these moments is like a gem in 
the crown of our faith, reflecting God’s incredible love and mercy for humanity. 

This year’s Epiphany is even more extraordinary because Pope Francis has inaugurated the Jubilee Year—a sacred time 
of forgiveness, repentance, and spiritual renewal that graces the Church only once every 25 years. This Jubilee is a gift 
for each of us, a personal invitation to encounter the mercy of God in a transformative way. As the Magi were guided 
by the star to find the Christ Child, so too are we called to follow the light of faith, allowing this Jubilee to lead us closer 
to Jesus, the source of true hope and joy. 

Epiphany traditions around the world reflect the joy and richness of this feast. The practice of gift-giving echoes their 
profound offerings of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, teaching us the beauty of giving from the heart. In countries like 
my native Vietnam and Italy, where I lived for many years, the festivities extend through the Feast of the Presentation 
of the Lord on February 2nd, infusing this season with music, food, and cultural celebrations that bring communities 
together. 

But while these customs bring color to our celebrations, the heart of the Epiphany lies in something far more profound: 
the Holy Mass. In the Mass, we encounter Jesus in the most personal and transformative way. Like the Magi, we are 
invited to approach the altar with awe, offering Him the gift of our hearts and lives. Their journey, marked by faith, 
courage, and perseverance, mirrors our own as we navigate life’s joys and challenges, guided always by the light of 
Christ. 

As we begin this new year, I encourage each of you to make this feast—and the Jubilee Year—a moment of  
transformation. Take time to reflect: What is the “star” you are following in your life? Where is God leading you?  
How is He calling you to draw closer to Him? The Magi’s encounter with Jesus changed them forever, and this can be 
our story too. Let us carry the spirit of the Magi into this new year through acts of kindness, words of encouragement, 
and moments of prayer before the Lord.  

Wishing you and your families a blessed and radiant start to the new year, I pray that the light of Christ may illuminate 
your path and guide your steps toward a deeper relationship with Him. 

        With prayerful best wishes, 

        Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 5 de enero, 2025 

Querida familia parroquial, 

¡Feliz Año Nuevo! Con alegría en nuestros corazones y esperanza para este 2025, me complace dar la bienvenida a  
ustedes a la celebración de la Solemnidad de la Epifanía del Señor, una fiesta que nos llena de asombro, gozo y  
significado profundo. También conocida como la Fiesta de los Reyes Magos, esta antigua celebración, aún más antigua 
que la Navidad, nos invita a acompañar a los Magos en su viaje de fe mientras buscan y adoran al Niño Jesús. Su  
peregrinación nos recuerda que Jesús, nuestro Salvador, no se revela solo a unos pocos, sino a toda la humanidad,  
invitándonos a todos a recibir Su amor infinito. 

La palabra “epifanía” significa “manifestación” o “revelación.” En este día especial, recordamos los momentos clave en 
los que Jesús se dio a conocer al mundo: Su humilde nacimiento en Belén, la adoración de los Magos, Su bautismo en el 
Jordán y Su primer milagro en Caná. Estos momentos son tesoros espirituales que iluminan nuestra fe y revelan el 
amor y la misericordia sin límites de Dios para con nosotros. 

Este año, nuestra celebración adquiere un significado especial porque el Papa Francisco ha inaugurado el Año Jubilar, 
un tiempo único de gracia, perdón y renovación espiritual que la Iglesia celebra cada 25 años. Este Jubileo es un regalo 
sagrado para cada uno de nosotros, una invitación personal a experimentar la misericordia transformadora de Dios.  
Así como los Magos siguieron la estrella que los condujo al Niño Jesús, también nosotros estamos llamados a seguir la 
luz de nuestra fe.  

La Epifanía está llena de tradiciones que enriquecen nuestras celebraciones. Nuestros nacimientos cobran un  
significado especial cuando colocamos a los Reyes Magos, completando la historia del Niño Dios. La práctica de dar  
regalos nos recuerda las ofrendas de oro, incienso y mirra, y nos enseña a compartir lo mejor de nosotros mismos.  
En muchos países hispanos, el Día de Reyes es un momento de unión familiar, marcado por comidas especiales,  
canciones tradicionales y costumbres llenas de amor. 

Sin embargo, más allá de estas tradiciones, el corazón de la Epifanía se encuentra en algo mucho más profundo: la  
Santa Misa. Es en el Altar donde verdaderamente encontramos a Jesús y Su amor transformador. Como los Magos,  
estamos invitados a acercarnos, ofreciéndole el regalo más valioso que tenemos: nuestras vidas, nuestra fe y nuestro 
amor. El viaje de los Magos, guiado por una estrella, refleja nuestra propia peregrinación de fe. 

Al comenzar este nuevo año, les invito a reflexionar: ¿Qué estrella están siguiendo en sus vidas? ¿Qué les está  
revelando Dios en este momento? ¿Cómo les llama Jesús a acercarse más a Él? Los Reyes Magos regresaron a sus  
tierras transformados por su encuentro con Cristo, y esta también puede ser nuestra historia. En este Año Jubilar,  
busquemos el perdón de Dios, extendamos misericordia a quienes nos rodean y dejémonos renovar por Su amor.  

Con mucha esperanza y oración, deseo para ustedes y sus familias un inicio de año lleno de bendiciones. Que el Niño 
Jesús, revelado al mundo en la Epifanía, ilumine sus vidas y les acerque más a Su amor. 

        Con mis mejores deseos y oraciones, 

        Mons. Cuong M. Pham 



If you would like to donate to our  OLMC 

young Jubilee Pilgrims, please visit the 

parish office and ask to speak with Luis 

Sanchez in the mornings or Nelly Gutierrez 

in the afternoons.  

We whole-heartedly appreciate any  

support you are able to give. 



 



 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

Have you ever wondered why the magi had gold,  
frankincense, and myrrh? Matthew's Gospel tells us, "Then 
they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh" (Matt. 2:11). Why are these 
things their "treasures"? One possible answer is they were 
magicians and astrologers, and these three items were the 
tools of their questionable trade. In offering them to 
Christ, they demonstrate that they will cease using such 
items to predict or control life. They place this baby-king, 
the God of Israel, at the center of their lives, and not their 
own devices of control, manipulation and prediction.  
Isn't that what we need to do, too? Consider, for example, 
the magical power of money, symbolized by the magi's 
gold. Seemingly whatever we ask of money, it does.  
It wields a god-like power over the world. It can predict 
the future by guaranteeing better outcomes for us which 
is why it is such a tempting alternative to trusting in God. 
The problem is such absolute trust in money enslaves us 
to the economic forces that make money so powerful.  
In paying homage to Jesus with "gold" (i.e., tithing), we 
participate in his authority over (and therefore freedom 
from) the magical sway of money.  

What things in your life do you use to predict or control 
your future? What in your life seems to give you power 
over the world? Those are your treasures. Are you tired of 
feeling enslaved to them? Find a way to open them and 
give them to Christ, and you will be freer. 
Fr. John Muir 

BESIDES THE WISE MEN, WHAT IS SIGNIFICANT ABOUT THE EPIPHANY? 
Epiphany means "manifestation," or public display. The feast is usually celebrated January 6. In the US, it is celebrated 
on the Sunday nearest to January 6. It originates from a story unique to Matthew (2:1-12). Magi from the East come to 
offer homage to the newborn King, presenting him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 

This part of Matthew's infancy narrative differs from Luke's account of the birth of Jesus. In Luke there are no Magi, 
star, nor gifts. Luke has Jesus being born in a stable after Mary and Joseph's long travel from Nazareth to  
Bethlehem. Matthew seems to have the family living in a house in Bethlehem, where the Magi find them.  
 

Why these differences? They stem from the needs and concerns of the audience the authors were addressing, as well 
as the theological stance of each. author. Knowing the original. intention helps get at the correct interpretation of the 
text.  
 

Since Matthew was writing primarily to a Jewish community, his concern was to show that Jesus did not come just for 
Jews, but for Gentiles as well. From his very birth, Jesus not only manifests himself to Jews, but also to Gentiles, who 
are prominently included in the manifestation, symbolized by the Magi and their journey. This is the most significant 
aspect of the feast of Epiphany. How do you manifest Jesus to all with whom you come into contact? 



PRACTICING CATHOLIC 
Mini Reflection: The journey of the magi would have 
been treacherous and uncomfortable. Imagine the peace 
in their hearts as they approached the young Messiah and 
fell to their knees. The new, vibrant awareness of what 
their own purpose was. It was an epiphany for them. It can 
be the same for us.  
The Answer  
Have you ever had an epiphany? I'll confess that I've never 
spent much time reflecting on the term "epiphany." In my 
head, there has always been a strict separation of church 
and state when it comes to this word. I think of the  
religious feast of the Epiphany, when we celebrate the 
magi's encounter with the Christ Child, as totally distinct 
from our modern understanding of the ancient Greek 
word epipháneia, which means "manifestation" or 
"appearance."  
"I've had an epiphany," I have said many times before, and 
what I mean is that I have come to a long-awaited  
realization. I have received the answer to a question which 
has perplexed me, perhaps troubled me. I now know what 
course of action I must take.  
"Today is the Epiphany," I say to my children when we 
make a king cake and bring the little magi figures to our 
Nativity beneath the Christmas tree (which will, after  
today, be put back into storage, for the Christmas season 
has come to its fulfillment).  
And I've always thought I meant I was saying two very 
different things.  

But today, I ponder the journey of the magi, one that must 
have often been treacherous and uncomfortable. I think 
about their meeting with Herod, a situation that certainly 
was fraught with tension and fear. And I imagine the  
feeling in their hearts as they approached the young  
Messiah and fell to their knees. I think of the peace they 
must have felt. The new, vibrant awareness of what their 
own purpose was.  
It was an epiphany for them a discovery of truth. An  
answer. It should be the same for us.  

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

 
Saint Raymond was born into a 
wealthy noble family in Peñafort,  
Catalonia. He studied philosophy and 
rhetoric in Barcelona. He then moved 
to Bologna, where he earned  
doctorates in both civil and canon law 
and became a professor of canon law.  
 

In 1222, he joined the Dominican  
Order. He was later called to Rome to 
be the confessor to Pope Gregory IX, 
who asked him to compile the laws 
and decrees of the popes and Church 
Councils. He co-founded the Order of 
Mercedarians with the help of Peter 
Nolasco to redeem Christian 
slaves. He also co-founded the Order 
of Our Lady of Ransom with King 
James of Aragon and Peter Nolasco to 
rescue Christian prisoners from  
Muslim captors.  

At age 60, he was appointed  
Archbishop of Tarragona, but resigned 
within two years after becoming ill.  
Saint Raymond was elected the third 
Superior General of the Dominicans, 
where he visited all the Dominicans on 
foot and reorganized their  
constitutions. He is the patron saint of 
lawyers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM A LETTER OF  
SAINT RAYMOND OF PEÑAFORT 
Look then on Jesus, the author and 
preserver of faith: in complete sinless-
ness he suffered, and at the hands of 
those who were his own, and was 
numbered among the wicked. 
As you drink the cup of the Lord Jesus 
(how glorious it is!), give thanks to the 
Lord, the giver of all blessings. 
May the God of love and peace set 
your hearts at rest and speed you on 
your journey; may he meanwhile shel-
ter you from disturbance by others in 
the hidden recesses of his love, until 
he brings you at last into that place of 
complete plenitude where you will 
repose for ever in the vision of peace, 
in the security of trust, and in the 
restful enjoyment of his riches. 





The Jornada Movement invites you to their Annual  
Jornada Dance Fundraiser. The Jornada Movement is an 
ecclesial group of the Diocese of Brooklyn, whose missions 
is to impulse good Christian living among the youth of NYC 
by means of others- “Youth Evangelizing Youth.” This year 
it will take place at Saint Catherine of Alexandria, Brook-
lyn. 
 

The entrance fee is $25.00. It includes a plate of food and 
water; additional food and other beverages will be  
available for purchase. The theme for the dance is Wild 
Wild West; we would appreciate “Wild West” or formal 
attire. No sneakers. 
 

To pay the entrance fee,  see Luis Sanchez at the parish 
office. This is a family-friendly event! There will be no  
alcohol served or permitted. Thank you for supporting our 
youth. 

El movimiento de Jornadas les invita a su Cena Baile 
anual. El movimiento de Jornadas es un grupo eclesial de 
la Diócesis de Brooklyn, cual objetivo es enseñar vivir de 
una manera cristiana a los jóvenes de NYC, evangelizando 
por medio de otros jóvenes. 
 

Este año tomara lugar en la parroquia de Santa Catarina 
de Alejandría en Brooklyn. El precio por entrada es de 
$25.00 y incluye un plato de comida y una agua. Se  
venderá comida y bebidas adicionales. Este es un evento 
familiar. No se venderá o permitirá alcohol en este evento. 
 

El  tema para este baile es “Salvaje Oeste” o “Ranchero.” 
Apreciaremos su vestimenta con el tema o algo formal. 
Para pagar su entrada al baile, por favor vea a Luis  
Sánchez en la oficina parroquial 

JORNADA DANCE INFORMATION INFORMACION SOBRE EL BAILE 


