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MASS TIMES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live-streamed Masses can be accessed at 
mountcarmelastoria.org 

Saturday 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday Main Church: 
8:00 AM (English) 
9:30 AM (Bilingual) 
11:00 AM (English) 
12:30 PM (Spanish) 
3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
Chapel: 
9:00 AM (Italian) 
10:30 AM (Czech-Slovak) 

Weekdays 8:00 AM and 12:00 Noon 

Saturday 8:00 AM 

First Fridays 7:30 PM (Spanish) 

Holy Days 8:00 AM, 12 PM (English) 
and 7:30 PM (Bilingual) 

Holidays Only one Mass at 9:00 AM 

 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL CHURCH  
23-25 Newtown Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102       

718.278.1834 | mountcarmelastoria.org 

 
 

 
CONFESSIONS:  

Saturday 3:30pm—4:30pm (Chapel) 
 

CHURCH HOURS:  
Weekday: 7:00am—7:00pm 
Saturday: 7:00am—6:00pm 
Sunday: 7:00am—4:00pm 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Weekday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon  
1:00pm—8:30pm 

 

Saturday:  
9:00am—5:00pm 

 
 

 
Follow us on Social Media:  

@OLMCAstoria 



INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 (Conversion of Saint Paul) 
 5:00pm   Mercedes Antonio Hernandez,  
   Aurelia Moreno & Ariel Motano, 
   John & Rose Convery, Jeny Adam D’Souza, 
   Mercedes Beck (Birthday Memorial) 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 (Third Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am  Msgr. Pham & Family (For Lunar New Year) 
 9:00am  Giuseppina Vitale 
 9:30am Francisco Jose Marcial  
    (Memorial de Cumpleaños) 
 11:00am Paula Mejia (Birthday Memorial) 
 12:30pm Arturo Roldan, Ofelia Castro Diaz, 
   John Thu Pham, Anna Hue & John Phuong, 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 27 (Saint Angela Merici) 
 8:00am Maria Nicola & Francesco Del Greco 
 12:00pm Elaine Marie Roeder 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28 (Saint Thomas Aquinas) 
 8:00am Robert Russo Jr.  
 12:00pm John Thu Pham 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29 
 8:00am   Deceased Members of the Min & Suh Families 
 12:00pm Joseph Thinh Pham 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 
 8:00am John Quang & John Quy 
 12:00pm Anna Doan Hue 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 31 (Saint John Bosco) 
 8:00am Thomas Gannon & Thomas Dugan 
 12:00pm Giraudo Family 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
 8:00am     Salvatore & Antonina Leto 
 5:00pm   Amalia Lanteri, Maria San Agustin (Living),  
   For those Living the Jornada Retreat  
    this Weekend 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am  Jim McCarter 
 9:00am  Gaspare Barretta (4th Anniversary) 
 9:30am The Living & Deceased Members of  
    Our Parish’s Rosary Society 
 11:00am Mario Nacinovich (24th Anniversary) 
 12:30pm Conrado Sánchez Jiménez, Cristian Ponce, 
   Serafina Castillo, Bethania Tejada, y por el     
  bienestar de Juan Esteban Mejía y  Daniela Roldan Pérez 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

Second collections are taken after  
communion during Sunday Masses.  
Below are the upcoming second  
collections: 
 

January 26, 2025– The collection will be for Churches in 
Need. Thank you for your generosity. 
February 9, 2025— The collection will be for our parish 
maintenance. Your generosity allows us to keep parish 
spaces in good conditions for your use. 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTION 

Preparation Meeting 
Tuesday—6:00pm—Institute 

Baptism Ceremony 
12:00pm—Upper Church 

February 18, 2025 February 22, 2025 

March 18, 2025 March 22, 2025 

NO CLASS AVAILABLE NO ENGLISH BAPTISMS 

May 20, 2025 May 24, 2025 

June 24, 2025 June 28, 2025 

Reunion de Preparacion 
Martes—6:00pm—Instituto 

Ceremonia de Bautismo 
12:00pm—Iglesia de Arriba 

4 de Febrero 2025 8 de Febrero 2025 

4 de Marzo 2025 8 de Marzo 2025 

8 de Abril 2025 12 de Abril 2025 

NO CLASE DISPONIBLE MAYO NO BAUTISMOS EN MAYO 

10 de Junio 2025 14 de Junio 2025 

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak 
with Deacon Jacob to register your child for Baptism. 

The Tree of Life: (east wall of the church vestibule)  
Gift categories include: 
    Silver Leaf:    $  500.00        
       Gold Leaf:   $1,000.00 
       Gold Rock at Base of Tree:  $2,500.00 
 

Weekly Altar Flowers:    $100.00 
Weekly Altar Bread and Wine:   $35.00 
Weekly Sanctuary Lamp:   $25.00 
Weekly Altar Candles:    $15.00 

MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES 



Sunday, January 26 
All Day Luna New Year            Gym 
9:30am—10:30pm Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
9:30am—10:30pm Grupo de Amistas #14   Nazareth 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9               Balcony 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA     Upper Room+ Fatima 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community            Lourdes A/B 
 

Monday, January 27 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Tuesday, January 28 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
3:30pm—6:00pm Porque Ser Catolico?       Fatima 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi         Balcony 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter  Guadalupe A/B+ 
           Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro #2     Nazareth 
 

Wednesday, January 29 
4:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education   All Rooms+ Gym 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Thursday, January 30 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary           Guadalupe B 
5:30pm—7:30pm Religious Education   All Rooms+ Gym 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Friday, January 31 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS                           Gym 
5:00pm—11:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:30pm—9:00pm OLMC Youth Group     Guadalupe A/B 
6:30pm—9:00pm   Practica de Instrumentos          Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm OCIA Class             Lourdes A/B 
 

Saturday, February 1 
9:00am—3:00pm CYO             Gym 
9:00am—12:30pm AA Meeting                   Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish Children’s Choir            Fatima 
3:00pm—5:00pm Confirmation Sessions 1-2 Guadalupe 
4:00pm—9:00pm Adult Sewing Group          Lourdes A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice          Nazareth 
5:00pm—7:00pm  Ministerio de Consolacion             Fatima 
6:00pm—7:30pm Porque Ser Catolico?   Guadalupe A/B 

MASS ATTENDANCE RECORD 

WEEKLY MASS OFFERINGS 

REGULAR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JANUARY 18 & 19 
Last Sunday: $4,846 Same Week Last Year: $4,260 

 

MAINTENANCE COLLECTION: $1,948 
 

(DOES NOT INCLUDE FAITH DIRECT) 

Weekend of January 18-19 Number of Attendees 
5:00pm English Vigil   108 
8:00am English     88 
9:00am Italian    22 
9:30am Bilingual   178 
10:00am Czech    18 
11:00am English   234 
12:30pm Spanish   354 
3:00pm Vietnamese   98 

GROUPS AND SOCIETIES  
AT OUR  PARISH INSTITUTE 

THE EXAMINATION OF CONCIENCE 
EXPLAINED! 
 

The practice of examining one's conscience dates to 
the very beginning of the Christian faith. It simply calls 
for reflection on one's actions, making note of lapses in 
judgment that should be confessed in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation.  
 
Prayer of Mission  
Spirit of the Living God, Anoint me to bring your love, 
light, and freedom to the places you call. From the 
heights to the depths: you are there, you are actively 
moving, and when you call, you will also provide. 
Amen. 

The new year is filled with hope and promise as we seek to 
grow our vital ministries, explore new ways to share the 
good news of Christ’s love, and reflect His care and mercy 
to those in need throughout the community. To continue 
to make a difference in 2025, we are reaching out to our 
parishioners. 
Begin the new year with eGiving to help sustain and build 
ministries throughout 2025 that reflect the steadfast 
promise of God’s love. The need is great in our  
community, and your generous online gifts will help peo-
ple all around us. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NY370 or call their Customer Service team at 866-507-
8757.   

FAITH DIRECT 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART January 26, 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

This past week, we stood witness to a moment of history. The inauguration of a new President reminded us of the 
power of leadership to inspire and the significance of beginnings in shaping the future. The majesty of the ceremony 
captured the attention of many, as it called the nation to reflect on the hopes and challenges of a new chapter in its 
history. In those moments of national unity, we saw a reflection of what it means to hope, to dream, and to turn the 
page toward renewal. 

Yet, as compelling as these earthly milestones are, they pale in comparison to the eternal significance of another 
“inaugural moment” presented to us in today’s Gospel. Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit, delivers His own “inaugural 
address” in the synagogue of Nazareth, proclaiming: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free…” (Luke 4:18). This was no ordinary declaration. It was the inauguration of a mission that transcends 
time, politics, and human ambition—a call to liberation and renewal, rooted in the infinite love of God.  

Jesus’ proclamation challenges us. What binds us? Is it sin, fear, or the distractions of the world? He calls us to step into 
freedom—a freedom that breaks chains, opens eyes, and lifts the downtrodden. But this is not simply a call to personal 
renewal. It is an invitation to share in His mission, to radiate His grace outward, bringing hope and healing to a world in 
need. As His disciples, we are empowered by the same Spirit that filled Jesus, and we are commissioned to be instru-
ments of His peace and light in our homes, communities, and beyond. 

This week, we also celebrate the Lunar New Year, a season of gratitude, joy, and new beginnings for many in our parish 
family. For our Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean, and other Asian brothers and sisters, the Lunar New Year is a time rich in 
tradition—honoring ancestors, celebrating family, and embracing hope for the future. These traditions remind us of the 
values central to our faith: communion, unity, and renewal. 

Entering the Year of the Snake, a symbol of wisdom, resilience, and adaptability, we are reminded of our own spiritual 
journey. Just as the snake sheds its skin to grow, we are called to cast off the burdens of the past—letting go of sin, 
doubt, and fear—and to embrace the new life that Christ offers. This transformation enables us to live fully as Spirit-
filled disciples, carrying God’s grace into the world. 

On behalf of our parish priests, I extend my warmest wishes to all of you, especially our Asian brothers and sisters, for a 
Blessed Lunar New Year filled with peace, joy, and hope. You are remembered and cherished in prayer, especially dur-
ing our Solemn New Year Mass this Sunday at 3PM, hosted by our thriving Vietnamese community. This will be a time 
of thanksgiving as we gather with Bishop Paul R. Sanchez—our former pastor, Bishop Raymond F. Chappetto-native son 
of our parish, many priests, seminarians, religious and lay faithful to celebrate this happy occasion. 

As we reflect on both the historic moment of the recent inauguration and the eternal significance of Jesus’ “inaugural 
address,” let us move forward together as one Body in Christ, united by His Spirit, carrying the light of His love into the 
world, and embracing the hope of new beginnings. 

Happy New Year / “Chúc Mừng Năm Mới”! 
In Christ’s love, 
Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 26 de enero, 2025 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 
¡Qué bendición es reunirnos como comunidad para reflexionar sobre los momentos importantes que marcan nuestras 
vidas, tanto aquí en la tierra como en nuestra fe! Esta semana, hemos sido testigos de un evento histórico: la toma de 
posesión de un nuevo presidente. Este acontecimiento nos invita a reflexionar sobre el poder de los nuevos comienzos, 
la esperanza y la unidad. En esos momentos de celebración nacional, vimos un recordatorio de lo que significa soñar 
con un futuro mejor y avanzar juntos hacia la renovación. 
Sin embargo, más allá de los eventos terrenales, hoy el Evangelio nos presenta un “momento inaugural” que trasciende 
toda historia humana. Nuestro Señor Jesucristo, lleno del Espíritu Santo, se dirige a la sinagoga de Nazaret y declara: 
“El Espíritu del Señor está sobre mí, porque me ha ungido para llevar la Buena Nueva a los pobres. Me ha enviado a 
anunciar la liberación a los cautivos y la vista a los ciegos, a poner en libertad a los oprimidos…” (Lucas 4:18). Este no 
fue simplemente un discurso, sino el inicio de la misión más poderosa jamás conocida: una misión de amor, sanación y 
salvación. 
El mensaje de Jesús es claro, pero nos desafía profundamente. Nos invita a preguntarnos: ¿Qué nos mantiene cautivos? 
¿Es el pecado, el miedo, las preocupaciones del mundo? Cristo nos llama a una libertad verdadera, una que rompe las 
cadenas y nos permite caminar en Su luz. Pero este llamado no es solo para nuestro bienestar personal; es una invita-
ción a ser parte de Su misión, llevando esperanza, sanación y amor a quienes más lo necesitan. Como discípulos de 
Cristo, estamos llenos del mismo Espíritu que lo llenó a Él, y nuestra misión es reflejar Su gracia en nuestras familias, 
nuestras comunidades y más allá. 
Esta semana también celebramos una hermosa tradición en nuestra parroquia: el Año Nuevo Lunar. Para nuestros her-
manos y hermanas chinos, vietnamitas, coreanos y de otras comunidades asiáticas, esta celebración está llena de grati-
tud, alegría y la oportunidad de comenzar de nuevo. Tradiciones como estas nos inspiran a valorar los mismos princi-
pios que nuestra fe nos enseña: unidad, renovación y esperanza. 
Al entrar en el Año de la Serpiente, un símbolo de sabiduría y resiliencia, pensemos en cómo también estamos llama-
dos a un cambio espiritual. Así como la serpiente deja atrás su piel para crecer, nosotros debemos dejar atrás el peca-
do, las dudas y los temores que nos impiden vivir plenamente como hijos de Dios. Este es el tiempo para abrazar la 
nueva vida que Cristo nos ofrece, viviendo como discípulos llenos del Espíritu Santo, llevando la luz de Su amor al mun-
do. 
Finalmente, les recordamos que hoy a las 3PM, celebraremos una Misa Solemne de Año Nuevo organizada por nuestra 
comunidad vietnamita. Es una oportunidad hermosa para reunirnos como una sola familia de fe, agradeciendo a Dios 
por Su gracia y renovando nuestro compromiso con Él. Nos acompañarán nuestros queridos Obispos Monseñor Paul R. 
Sánchez y Monseñor Raymond F. Chappetto, muchos sacerdotes, seminaristas y fieles laicos. ¡Les invitamos a unirse a 
esta celebración llena de alegría! Nota importante: La entrada a la recepción está limitada a aquellos que asistan a la 
Misa de las 3:00 PM en persona. 
Que el Señor nos inspire en este nuevo año y en esta nueva etapa como comunidad parroquial. Sigamos adelante jun-
tos, como un solo Cuerpo en Cristo, llevando Su luz y Su amor a donde quiera que vayamos. 
¡Feliz Año Nuevo! / “Chúc Mừng Năm Mới”! 
Con cariño en Cristo, 
Monseñor Cuong M. Pham 



We remember our deceased loved ones by having them 
prayed for at Mass on every first Friday of the month (the 
day traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) as 
a meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment is  
$10 per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society will 
be remembered for a whole year. Currently enrolled:   
Maria Cruz, Sra. Torres, Juana Castañeda, Francisco 
Quintero, Austria Lopez, Maria Barcena, Ismael Ozuna, 
Roberto & Rosario Lucena, Jenny Villanueva, Ulises  
Meza, Nelson Morales, Julio Cesar Valentin, Anabel  
Garcia Barcena, Sandra Garcia, Rodolfo Avila Lazaro,  
Jesus Pinzon Villanueva. 

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a 
way for us to communicate with God and obtain His  
divine intervention. It can help sick people get well again 
and also gives us the strength in our own weakness and 
suffering. If you wish your loved ones who is sick to be 
prayed for at our daily Mass, kindly contact our parish 
office to place their names in our Prayer List. We are  
currently praying for Thomas Gannon & Thomas Dugan. 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

DIGGING DEEPER INTO SUNDAY’S READINGS 

 

First Reading: Ezra and Nehemiah (the religious and  
political leadership of the day) grounded their work in 
Scripture. How does Sacred Scripture guide your life?  
 

Second Reading: Paul uses the human body as an  
analogy for the many and varied parts of the Christian 
community. What role would you like to have in your  
parish?  
 

Gospel: We hear how Jesus began to reveal his true  
identity as Israel's long-awaited Messiah in his hometown. 
of Nazareth. Have you ever received news that you 
thought was unbelievable? What was it? 

Catholics traditionally receive a blessing of the throat on 
the feast day of St. Blaise, who was a bishop and martyr of 
fourth-century Armenia. During the blessing, a cross is 
formed from two blessed candles that are held over the 
throat. In our parish we will do this blessing at both the 
8:00am and 12:00pm on February 3, 2025. 

FEAST OF SAINT BLAISE 
Saint Francis of Assisi parish in Astoria is currently seeking 
a mature, detail oriented individual for a Secretary/
Bookkeeper position. The primary responsibilities include 
managing the administrative tasks of the rectory office 
while overseeing the church’s financial records, include 
recording donations, processing bills, and ensuring com-
pliance with accounting regulations, all under the guid-
ance of the Church leadership. 
Requires excellent communication skills to interact with 
parishioners, staff and Church leadership. Must be  
proficient in Microsoft Office & Publisher and have 
knowledge of accounting software (e.g. QuickBooks). 
This job is Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. Salary is 
negotiable. If interested please call the rectory at 
718.728.7801, Monday through Friday.—Msgr. Maresca 

PARISH SECRETARY POSITION AVAILABLE 

The Knights of Columbus have established a council in Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel parish. We are looking for men to 
join the Order. You must be a man, at least eighteen years 
old and be in union with the Catholic Church. The Knights 
meet in the Guadalupe room in the Institute every second 
Wednesday of the month. Thank you.   

KNIGHTS OF COLOMBUS 



NEW TO THE PARISH? 
SCAN HERE TO BECOME A MEMBER 

We encourage all who worship with us to consider  
registering to our parish. Please return this form in the 
collection or drop it off at the parish office. Your  
participation will strengthen  your sense of belonging in 
God’s family.  

 

Name(s): 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________ Apt______ 
 

City __________________ State _______ ZIP __________ 
 

Telephone: _____________________________________ 
 

E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE MARK ONE: 
[  ] I prefer envelopes   [  ] I prefer E-giving 

PARISH REGISTRATION GOSPEL MEDITATION 

A young couple in my parish told me they were  
expecting their second child, a baby boy, I knew that 
their five-year old only child Emma had been  
desperately wanting to be a big sister for years, so I 
said. "Emma must have been so happy when you told 
her the news." "Actually," they said, "she burst into 
tears. She wanted a baby sister!" How often in life God 
wonderfully fulfills our desires and we are sad because 
we don't approve of the way he does it. We want to 
control the gift and the delivery method.  
 
The same thing occurs in the Gospel this week when 
Jesus announces in his hometown that the promise of 
an Anointed One bringing glad tidings to the poor is 
"fulfilled in your hearing" (Luke 4:21). After a  
moment of elation, his fellow townsfolk realize this 
man is the way God is fulfilling his promises, and they 
erupt into a violent outburst. So Jesus departs. How 
sad for them. 
  
Every single Sunday at Mass, including this one, some 
version. of this happens to many of us. God's word 
announces the fulfillment of God's promises in Christ, 
and we easily overlook or disdain it. His way is almost 
never according to our narrow expectations. What's 
required of us is to set these aside, and to embrace a 
new openness to God's gifts, no matter how he wishes 
to give them. God is fulfilling his promises the way He 
likes why be sad?            -Father John Muir 

 

Charles Shultz, the creator of the Peanuts comics 
wrote, "/ love mankind... it's people I can't stand!" 
This good humored comment gets at an important 
truth. St. John wrote a very strong statement in one 
of his letters: "If anyone says 'I love God, but hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not love a 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he 
has not seen" (1 John 4:20). How often do we say "I 
love the homeless," but ignore the parish food drive? 
Or insist on the importance of respecting others, but 
don't bother to say hello to our cashier? If we can't 
love an individual person, we might not love people 
like we think, and we certainly need to work on our 
love for God.  
 
Love is "the theological virtue by which we love God 
above all things for His own sake, and our neighbor 
as ourselves for the love of God" (CCC 1822). God 
knows. acts of love of Him and others isn't always 

easy. So He invites us to pray for the grace to do it. 
The virtue of love gives us the grace and strength we 
need to offer our lives to God and love people in our 
lives, especially those who are difficult to respect, tol-
erate, and care for. Real love, of course, is risky. Real 
love wills the good of the other when we just want 
good for ourselves. Real love gets up on the cross 
when we'd prefer to take a nap in Gethsemane. Real 
love changes things. 

IV’E HEARD THAT LOVE IS A THEOLOGICAL VIRTUE. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?  



REGISTRACION PARROQUIAL 

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Registrarse permite que nuestra parroquia les pueda servir 
sus necesidades espirituales. Por favor devuelva este  
formulario en la colecta o déjelo en la oficina parroquial. 
Su participación fortalecerá su fe y su sentido de  
pertenencia en la familia de Dios. 
 

Nombre(s): ____________________________________ 
 

Dirección:_____________________________ Apt_____ 
 

Ciudad:_____________ Estado______ C. Postal_______ 
 

Teléfono: ______________________________________ 
 

E-mail: ________________________________________ 
 

POR FAVOR  MARCAR: 
[  ] Nueva Registración        [  ] Cambio de dirección 
[  ] Prefiero Sobres         [  ] Donaciones en línea 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament as “the Mass 
held in contemplation.” As a way of 
encouraging devotion to the Eucharist, 
we invite all parishioners to come and 
spend some time before the Real  
Presence of the Lord on Friday,  

February 7, 2025. Exposition and Adoration will take 
place right after the 8:00am Mass and will conclude with  
Solemn Benediction before the start of the 12 Noon Mass. 

The next Rosary Society meeting will 
take place on February 2, 2025 at 
the conclusion of the bilingual Mass 
in the Lourdes Room in the Parish 
Institute. $3.00 per person is the 
donation for refreshments. Yearly 
dues are $10.00 per person.  
All ladies over age 15 are invited to 
join. Bring a friend! 

ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS 

THESE EVIL DAYS 
Mini Reflection: Jesus didn't come to fix the  
brokenness of the world. He came to fix our  
brokenness. He offers us not relief from the trials of 
life, but an answer to the question of how to live in joy, 
in love and in purpose in the midst of these evil days.  
 
"Alas, that these evil days should be mine"  
If you've ever seen "The Lord of the Rings," you might 
recognize this quote from "The Two Towers." The 
words are spoken by King Theoden at the grave of his 
only son and heir, as Theoden contemplates the  
coming war for Middle Earth. a war which has already 
claimed the life of his son, a war he wants no part of, a 
war that seems utterly hopeless and unwinnable.  
 
These evil days.  
 
You don't have to be a fantasy enthusiast or even a 
Tolkien fan to identify with Theoden here. We have all 
experienced this same feeling of despair, perhaps  
increasingly in this age of technology and social media, 
when the ills of the whole world -violence, injustice, 
moral disorder and chaos are in our faces, on our 
phones, looming over our days.  
 
But when we despair like this, we forget an important 
truth: this is the time of fulfillment, and we are lucky 
enough to be living through it.  

Yes, the world is broken. It was broken two thousand 
years ago, too, when Jesus stood up in the synagogue 
on the Sabbath and read the words of the prophet  
Isaiah: "He has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to  
captives....and to proclaim a year acceptable to the 
Lord."  
 
Jesus didn't come to fix the brokenness of the world. 
He came to fix our brokenness. He offers us not relief 
from the trials of life, but an answer to the question of 
how to live in joy, in love and in purpose in the midst 
of these evil days. 

   Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 








