
 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL CHURCH  
23-25 Newtown Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102       

718.278.1834 | mountcarmelastoria.org 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

PASTOR 
Rev. Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 

 

PAROCHIAL VICARS 
Rev. Michael McHugh 

Rev. Hung Sy Tran 
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MASS TIMES  
 
Celebrated in the Main Church: 
Saturday 5:00pm (Vigil Mass) 
Sunday 
  8:00am (English) 
  9:30am (Bilingual) 
  11:00am (English) 
  12:30pm (Spanish) 
  3:00pm (Vietnamese) 
 
Holy Days 8:00am (English) 
  12:00pm (English) 
  7:30pm (Bilingual) 
Holidays One Mass at 9:00am 
 
Celebrated in the Chapel: 
Sunday 9:00am (Italian) 
         10:30am (Czech-Slovak) 
 
Weekdays 8:00am and 12:00pm 
Saturday 8:00am 
First Fridays 7:30pm (Spanish) 

 
Live-streamed Masses can be  

accessed at 
mountcarmelastoria.org 

CHURCH HOURS:  
Weekday: 7:00am—7:00pm 
Saturday: 7:00am—6:00pm 
Sunday: 7:00am—4:00pm 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Weekday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon  
1:00pm—8:30pm 

 

Saturday:  
9:00am—5:00pm 

 

CONFESSIONS:  
Saturday 3:30pm—4:30pm (Chapel) 

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
Must make an appointment with a 
priest at least 6 months in advance 

 

QUINCEAÑOS/  
SWEET SIXTEEN 

Must make an appointment with 
Ms. Nelly Gutierrez at least 6 

months in advance 
 

Follow us on Social Media:  
@OLMCAstoria 



INFANT BAPTISM/ BAUTISMOS  

 

The Altar Candles this week are being offered for 

Gaspare Barretta, offered by Tony & Nina 

Carullo and Family 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
 5:00pm   Amalia Lanteri, David Caraballo, 
  In Thanksgiving to God, Maria San Agustin (Living),  
  For those Living the Jornada Retreat this Weekend 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am  Jim McCarter 
 9:00am  Gaspare Barretta (4th Anniversary) 
 9:30am The Living & Deceased Members of  
    Our Parish’s Rosary Society 
 11:00am Mario Nacinovich (24th Anniversary) 
 12:30pm Conrado Sánchez Jiménez, Cristian Ponce, 
   Serafina Castillo, Bethania Tejada,  
 Mario Muñoz Flores, Pavel Koutnic, Ricardo Gutierrez 
Alvarez, Maria del Carmen Alvarez, Victor Manuel, Sergio, 
Bulmaro & Leonor Gutierrez Paz y por el bienestar de  
  Juan Esteban Mejía y  Daniela Roldan Pérez 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3 (Saint Blaise, Saint Ansgar) 
 8:00am Holy Souls in Saint Mary Cemetery, Flushing 
 12:00pm Maria & Nicola Mancini 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4  
 8:00am In Thanksgiving to God for Blessings &  
    Graces Received  
 12:00pm Joseph & Ursula Cini 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 (Saint Agatha) 
 8:00am   Mario Carullo 
 12:00pm Hector Conde 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 (Saint Paul Miki & Companions) 
 8:00am Deceased Members of the Carlino Family 
 12:00pm Salvatore & Antonina Leto 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7  
 8:00am Purgatorial Society 
 12:00pm Hedwig Oldenburg 
 7:30pm Luisa Herminia Dume 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8  
(Saint Jerome Emiliani, Saint Josephine Bakhita) 
 8:00am     For the Members of the Mothers  
    Prayer Group & their Families 
 5:00pm   Luis Alvarez (NYPD), Rose Tavano,  
   Amalia Lanteri, Anthony Servini, Ed Moser, 
   Onorina Persic 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9 (Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am  Joseph Scarola 
 9:00am  Vito D’Arrigo 
 9:30am Gregorio Nuñez (42nd Anniversary) 
 11:00am Nicoletta Todisco 
 12:30pm Ines Sierra Huerta, Jose Flavio Santos,  
   Francisco Flores (Memorial de Cumpleaños y 
                   5to Aniversario de Muerte) 
   Presentacion de Bella Esmerarda Chavez 
  3:00pm For the People of the Parish 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTION 

Preparation Meeting 
Tuesday—6:00pm—Institute 

Baptism Ceremony 
12:00pm—Upper Church 

February 18, 2025 February 22, 2025 

March 18, 2025 March 22, 2025 

NO CLASS AVAILABLE NO ENGLISH BAPTISMS 

May 20, 2025 May 24, 2025 

June 24, 2025 June 28, 2025 

Reunion de Preparacion 
Martes—6:00pm—Instituto 

Ceremonia de Bautismo 
12:00pm—Iglesia de Arriba 

4 de Marzo 2025 8 de Marzo 2025 

8 de Abril 2025 12 de Abril 2025 

NO CLASE DISPONIBLE MAYO NO BAUTISMOS EN MAYO 

10 de Junio 2025 14 de Junio 2025 

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak 
with Deacon Jacob to register your child for Baptism. 

The Tree of Life: (east wall of the church vestibule)  
Gift categories include: 
    Silver Leaf:    $  500.00        
       Gold Leaf:   $1,000.00 
       Gold Rock at Base of Tree:  $2,500.00 
 

Weekly Altar Flowers:    $100.00 
Weekly Altar Bread and Wine:   $35.00 
Weekly Sanctuary Lamp:   $25.00 
Weekly Altar Candles:    $15.00 

MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

February 9, 2025- There will be a second collection after 
communion for our parish maintenance. Thank you for 
your generosity. 



Sunday, February 2 
9:00am—1:00pm Rosary Society            Lourdes A/B 
9:30am—10:30pm Grupo de Amistad #5        Assumption 
10:00am—11:00am Grupo de Amistad #9            Nazareth 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish OCIA     Upper Room+ Fatima 
10:00am—12:30pm Cursillo            Guadalupe A 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community           Guadalupe B 
2:00pm—3:00pm Grupo de Amistad #14               Fatima 
 

Monday, February 3 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Tuesday, February 4 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
3:30pm—6:00pm Porque Ser Catolico?       Fatima 
5:30pm—7:00pm Mariachi         Balcony 
6:00pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter  Guadalupe A/B+ 
           Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro #2     Nazareth 
 

Wednesday, February 5 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
4:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education   All Rooms+ Gym 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
 

Thursday, February 6 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS             Gym 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary           Guadalupe B 
5:30pm—7:30pm Religious Education   All Rooms+ Gym 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
7:30pm—9:00pm Receivement Jornada      Guadalupe B 
 

Friday, February 7 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS                           Gym 
5:00pm—11:00pm CYO             Gym 
6:30pm—9:00pm OLMC Youth Group     Guadalupe A/B 
6:30pm—9:00pm   Practica de Instrumentos          Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm OCIA Class             Lourdes A/B 
 

Saturday, February 8 
9:00am—9:00pm CYO             Gym 
9:00am—12:30pm AA Meeting                   Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish Children’s Choir            Fatima 
3:00pm—5:00pm 1st Comm. Session 4   Guadalupe A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice          Nazareth 
5:00pm—7:00pm  Ministerio de Consolacion             Fatima 
6:00pm—7:30pm Porque Ser Catolico?   Guadalupe A/B 

MASS ATTENDANCE RECORD 

WEEKLY MASS OFFERINGS 

REGULAR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JANUARY 25 & 26 
Last Sunday: $5,199 Same Week Last Year: $5,067 

 

Churches in Need: $1,998 
 

FAITH DIRECT 
January 2025: $5,352   January 2024: $4,394 

Weekend of January 25-26 Number of Attendees 
5:00pm English Vigil   114 
8:00am English     102 
9:00am Italian    28 
9:30am Bilingual   140 
10:00am Czech    22 
11:00am English   344 
12:30pm Spanish   323 
3:00pm Vietnamese   225 

GROUPS AND SOCIETIES  
AT OUR  PARISH INSTITUTE 

DEVOTION– SAINT JOSEPH 
 

For centuries, Christians have relied on the  
intercessory prayers of Joseph, earthly spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin and foster father of Christ. One  
particular novena prayer to St. Joseph is often called 
"the unfailing prayer to St. Joseph."  
 
Prayer of Faith  
Dear God, Open my eyes to Your movement in my life. 
And, even when I don't see it or don't understand, help 
me to rely on the promises of Your love and mercy. 
Amen. 

The new year is filled with hope and promise as we seek to 
grow our vital ministries, explore new ways to share the 
good news of Christ’s love, and reflect His care and mercy 
to those in need throughout the community. To continue 
to make a difference in 2025, we are reaching out to our 
parishioners. 
Begin the new year with eGiving to help sustain and build 
ministries throughout 2025 that reflect the steadfast 
promise of God’s love. The need is great in our  
community, and your generous online gifts will help  
people all around us. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NY370 or call their Customer Service team at 866-507-
8757.   

FAITH DIRECT 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART February 2, 2025 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
This weekend, we gather to celebrate a Feast brimming with light, hope, and sacrifice—the Feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord. This is no ordinary day. This is a day when heaven meets earth, when the light of Christ pierces the darkness 
of the world, and when we are reminded that God’s plan for salvation is unfolding right before our eyes. 
Picture the scene: Mary and Joseph, humble and faithful, walking into the Temple. They carry in their arms not just 
their child but the very Light of the World. They are not wealthy or influential by worldly standards—they bring the 
modest offering of two pigeons, the sacrifice of the poor. But what they bring in faith far outweighs any earthly riches. 
They bring their hearts, their trust, and their obedience to God. And in that moment, the words of the prophet Mala-
chi, which we hear in the first reading for this Sunday’s Mass, are fulfilled. The long-awaited Messiah has arrived in the 
Temple for the first time, carried in the arms of His loving parents. 
And then Simeon speaks. His words ring out like a trumpet call: “This child is a light for revelation to the Gentiles, the 
glory of Israel!” You can almost feel the joy radiating from him. But that joy comes with a sobering truth: this light will 
come at a cost. Simeon tells Mary that her Son will face opposition and that a sword will pierce her own heart. From 
the very beginning, the mission of Jesus is clear. He is born to save, and He will do so through sacrifice. 
This moment is not just a story from long ago. It speaks directly to us today. Brothers and sisters, Jesus is the Light of 
the World, and that light is shining in you and through you. It is not a light meant to be hidden or kept to yourself. It is a 
light that must break through the darkness in your life and in the lives of those around you. This feast is a call to action, 
a reminder that the world desperately needs the light of Christ—and that you are the ones called to carry it. 
Let me ask you: What darkness do you see around you? In your family? In your community? In your own heart? What-
ever it is, the light of Christ can overcome it. But that light requires something of you. It requires you to be like Mary 
and Joseph—humble, faithful, and willing to trust God completely. It requires you to be like Simeon, who waited pa-
tiently for the Lord and proclaimed His coming with boldness. It requires you to be like a candle, burning with love and 
selflessness, offering yourself as a living sacrifice for others. 
Think about the candles that will be blessed and lit today. They are a powerful symbol of what we are called to be. A 
candle gives light by burning itself out. It sacrifices itself so that others may see. That is what Christ has done for us, and 
that is what we are called to do for one another. Are you willing to let your light shine, even if it costs you something? 
Are you willing to let Christ use you to bring hope, peace, and love to a world in need? 
Brothers and sisters, this feast is not just about looking back—it’s about stepping forward. It’s about allowing the light 
of Christ to transform us and then carrying that light into the world. It’s about living as people of hope, proclaiming 
with our words and actions that the Messiah has come and that His light will never be overcome. 
So I leave you with this challenge: Be the light. In your families, in your workplaces, in your communities, and even in 
the quiet struggles of your own soul—be the light of Christ. Let it shine brightly and boldly. Let it be a beacon of hope 
for others. And when it feels like the darkness is too much, remember that the Light of the World is with you, and His 
light will never fail. 
Let us walk together as candles of His light, burning with love, sacrifice, and faith, so that the world may see and know 
that our Savior has come. 
        In the radiant light of Christ, 
        Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 2 de febrero, 2025 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 
Hoy celebramos una fiesta llena de significado, esperanza y luz: la Fiesta de la Presentación del Señor. No es un día  
cualquiera. Es un momento en el que el cielo toca la tierra, un momento en el que la luz de Cristo atraviesa las sombras del 
mundo y nos recuerda que el plan de Dios para nuestra salvación sigue avanzando. 
Quiero que imaginen esta escena: María y José, una pareja humilde y sencilla, llegan al Templo llevando en brazos a su hijo, 
Jesús. Pero no es solo un niño, es la misma Luz del Mundo. Su ofrenda no es grande a los ojos del mundo; traen dos  
pequeñas palomas, el sacrificio de los pobres. Sin embargo, lo que ellos ofrecen en fe es inmensamente más valioso. Ellos 
traen sus corazones, su confianza, su obediencia. Y en ese momento, las palabras del profeta Malaquías se cumplen: el  
Mesías esperado entra por primera vez al Templo, cargado con amor por sus padres. 
Ahí, Simeón los encuentra. Y su voz resuena con alegría y poder: “Este niño es luz para iluminar a las naciones y gloria de 
Israel.” ¡Qué palabras tan llenas de esperanza! Pero también, con honestidad, Simeón profetiza que esa luz enfrentará  
oposición, y que María misma sentirá el dolor como una espada que atraviesa su corazón. Desde el inicio, la misión de Jesús 
es clara: Él ha venido para salvarnos, y lo hará a través del sacrificio. 
Hermanos y hermanas, esta historia no es solo un recuerdo de algo que ocurrió hace dos mil años. Nos habla directamente 
hoy. Nos recuerda que Jesús es la Luz del Mundo, y esa luz también brilla dentro de nosotros. Pero no es una luz que  
podamos esconder o guardar. Es una luz que debe iluminar las sombras en nuestras familias, en nuestras comunidades, en 
nuestros propios corazones. 
Piensen por un momento: ¿Dónde ven oscuridad en sus vidas? Tal vez en una relación rota, en una dificultad financiera, en 
el desánimo o en la soledad. O tal vez en las injusticias que vemos a nuestro alrededor: pobreza, división, violencia. Sea 
donde sea, quiero que recuerden esto: la luz de Cristo tiene el poder de vencer cualquier oscuridad. Pero también requiere 
algo de nosotros. Nos pide que seamos como María y José, que confiemos, que obedezcamos, que pongamos nuestra fe en 
acción. Nos pide que seamos como Simeón, listos para reconocer a Cristo y proclamarlo al mundo con valentía. Nos pide 
que seamos como una vela, ardiendo con amor, sacrificándonos para que otros puedan encontrar esperanza. 
Hoy, cuando encendemos nuestras velas en esta fiesta, piensen en lo que representan. Una vela da luz, pero lo hace  
consumiéndose, entregándose por completo. Así es como Jesús vivió, y así es como Él nos llama a vivir. Hermanos y  
hermanas, ¿están dispuestos a ser una luz para los demás? ¿A amar sin límites, a perdonar, a ser instrumentos de paz y  
esperanza, incluso cuando les cueste algo? 
Esta fiesta no es solo una tradición o un ritual. Es una invitación a renovar nuestra fe, a abrir nuestros corazones a la luz de 
Cristo y a llevar esa luz al mundo. Nuestro mundo necesita desesperadamente la luz de Cristo, y esa luz brilla a través de 
ustedes. Nunca subestimen el poder de su testimonio, de su amor, de su fe. A través de ustedes, el Señor quiere traer  
esperanza a los demás. 
Así que, les dejo este llamado: sean luz. Sean esa luz en sus familias, en sus lugares de trabajo, en sus comunidades, y  
especialmente en los momentos difíciles. Que su vida sea una vela encendida, ardiendo con el amor de Cristo, guiando a 
otros hacia Él. Y cuando sientan que la oscuridad es demasiado, recuerden que la Luz del Mundo está con ustedes, y su luz 
nunca se apagará. 
Caminemos juntos como portadores de esa luz, entregándonos con amor y fe, para que el mundo vea y reconozca que 
nuestro Salvador ha venido. 
         Con esperanza en Cristo, 
         Mons. Cuong M. Pham 



We remember our deceased loved ones by having them 
prayed for at Mass on every first Friday of the month (the 
day traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) as 
a meaningful way to express our love. Enrollment is  
$10 per name. Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society will 
be remembered for a whole year. Currently enrolled:   
Roberto & Rosario Lucena, Jenny Villanueva, Ulises  
Meza, Nelson Morales, Julio Cesar Valentin, Anabel  
Garcia Barcena, Sandra Garcia, Rodolfo Avila Lazaro,  
Jesus Pinzon Villanueva. 

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a 
way for us to communicate with God and obtain His  
divine intervention. It can help sick people get well again 
and also gives us the strength in our own weakness and 
suffering. If you wish your loved ones who is sick to be 
prayed for at our daily Mass, kindly contact our parish 
office to place their names in our Prayer List. We are  
currently praying for Thomas Gannon, Thomas Dugan, and 
Louella Coligado. 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

CON-FRATERNITY OF OUR LADY  
OF MOUNT CARMEL 

DIGGING DEEPER INTO SUNDAY’S READINGS 

 

First Reading: Malachi prophesied a coming messenger 
who will purify those making offerings to the Lord. How 
do you prepare for Sunday worship? 
 

Second Reading: Hebrews teaches that Jesus was  
tested and suffered so that he could be merciful and  
understanding with our struggles and challenges. What 
are you facing this week that Jesus could help you with? 
 

Gospel: Mary & Joseph received incredible news  
from Simeon and Anna about the infant Jesus at his 
presentation in the Temple. Who helps you process  
startling or unsettling information? 

Every fourth Sunday of the month, all 
members are invited to attend Mass at 
9:00am in Italian preceded by the  
recitation of the Rosary.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a  
member, please leave your name and 
number at the parish office. 

Catholics traditionally receive a blessing of the throat on 
the feast day of St. Blaise, who was a bishop and martyr of 
fourth-century Armenia. During the blessing, a cross is 
formed from two blessed candles that are held over the 
throat. In our parish we will do this blessing at both the 
8:00am and 12:00pm on February 3, 2025. 

FEAST OF SAINT BLAISE 
Saint Francis of Assisi parish in Astoria is currently seeking 
a mature, detail oriented individual for a Secretary/
Bookkeeper position. The primary responsibilities include 
managing the administrative tasks of the rectory office 
while overseeing the church’s financial records, include 
recording donations, processing bills, and ensuring com-
pliance with accounting regulations, all under the guid-
ance of the Church leadership. 
Requires excellent communication skills to interact with 
parishioners, staff and Church leadership. Must be  
proficient in Microsoft Office & Publisher and have 
knowledge of accounting software (e.g. QuickBooks). 
This job is Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. Salary is 
negotiable. If interested please call the rectory at 
718.728.7801, Monday through Friday.—Msgr. Maresca 

PARISH SECRETARY POSITION AVAILABLE 

The Knights of Columbus have established a council in Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel parish. We are looking for men to 
join the Order. You must be a man, at least eighteen years 
old and be in union with the Catholic Church. The Knights 
meet in the Guadalupe room in the Institute every second 
Wednesday of the month. Thank you.   

KNIGHTS OF COLOMBUS 



NEW TO THE PARISH? 
SCAN HERE TO BECOME A MEMBER 

We encourage all who worship with us to consider  
registering to our parish. Please return this form in the 
collection or drop it off at the parish office. Your  
participation will strengthen  your sense of belonging in 
God’s family.  

 

Name(s): 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________ Apt______ 
 

City __________________ State _______ ZIP __________ 
 

Telephone: _____________________________________ 
 

E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE MARK ONE: 
[  ] I prefer envelopes   [  ] I prefer E-giving 

PARISH REGISTRATION GOSPEL MEDITATION 

What is the secret to sharing in God's power to  
overcome our difficulties? Mary teaches us this in the 
prophecy of her pierced heart. This Sunday, the old 
man Simeon prophecies that when her son faces  
opposition, Mary's soul will be pierced by a sword.  
The seemingly pointless agony of a mother helplessly 
watching her son be mocked, tortured, killed and then 
cruelly desecrated in death by a spear somehow this 
piercing of her heart releases a power by which "the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed" (Luke 
2:35). What to make of this?  
 
Whatever problems we currently face, the deepest 
threat is finally that evil thoughts are hidden in the 
human heart: hatred, envy, pride, lust, greed and so 
on. Behind every tyrant's injustice, for example, is a 
heart unpierced by love. Evil hides in our hearts. 
Mary's pierced heart, and its suffering love for her son, 
reveals and scatters these evil thoughts, and replaces 
them with love, forgiveness, generosity and peace.  
 
This week, I invite us to ponder Mary's pierced heart. 
Her heart is quietly at work for us in the Church and 
world, exposing our evil thoughts and making a path 
for her son's divine love. This is how she gently  
cooperates in our salvation. Closed hearts are our  
biggest problem; love-pierced hearts are the ultimate 
power to overcome every difficulty.  

-Father John Muir 

February 2 is exactly forty days after December 25, 
the nativity of Jesus. Jewish law (Ex 13:2, 12) dictated 
that Jesus, as the firstborn, be consecrated to God. 
This was done by the parents as they presented their 
Son in the Temple.  
 

Jewish law further specified (Lv 12:2-8) that a mother 
was ritually impure after giving birth, and that she had 
to wait a set period of time (forty days for a boy) be-
fore she was to offer a sacrifice to the Lord for purifi-
cation.  
 

The convergence of these two Jewish regulations oc-
casions Luke's account of both the Presentation of the 
Lord and the Purification of Mary. These days the li-
turgical emphasis is more on. the Presentation of Je-
sus. Luke highlights the role of Simeon and Anna, two 
righteous Jews who recognized Jesus as the long- 
awaited Messiah and praised God for being able to 
see and experience such a marvel in their lifetimes.  

Simeon's prayer concerning the special role of Jesus 
states that Jesus is "a light for revelation to the Gen-
tiles." This phrase eventually originated the custom of 
blessing candles on this day which were to be used in 
the ceremonies, rituals. and processions throughout 
the church year. Thus February 2 is also known as 
Candlemas Day. This day is indeed a rich feast to be 
savored. 

Luke's Gospel is the only one to mention the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple.  
What is Luke trying to communicate here and what connection does it have with Mary?  



FIRST FRIDAY  
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament as “the 
Mass held in contemplation.” As a 
way of encouraging devotion to the  
Eucharist, we invite all parishioners 
to come and spend some time  
before the Real Presence of the Lord on Friday, 
February 7, 2025. Exposition and Adoration will 
take place right after the 8:00am Mass and will 
conclude with Solemn Benediction before the start 
of the 12 Noon Mass. 

The next Rosary Society meeting 
will take place on February 2, 
2025 at the conclusion of the  
bilingual Mass in the Lourdes 
Room in the Parish Institute. 
$3.00 per person is the donation 
for refreshments. Yearly dues are 
$10.00 per person. All ladies over 
age 15 are invited to join. Bring a friend! 

ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS 

THE THOUGHTS OF MANY HEARTS 
The oldest trick of the devil is to distract us from  
thinking about our hearts. It's not hard for him to do 
there are so many other things we could be doing. So, 
do we have the courage to look to our own hearts, to 
come face to face with our own choices, our own true 
selves?  
 

When Simeon cradles the infant Messiah in his arms, 
he speaks of salvation and glory and revelation. He 
speaks of his own death. He speaks of the fulfillment 
of God's promise to all people.  
 

But most memorable, in my opinion, are his words 
about the hearts of men. This Child, he says, will be the 
way "the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."  
 

Perhaps you're like me. Perhaps you don't enjoy scruti-
nizing yourself, your actions, your intentions. You don't 
like reflecting on why you feel or react the way you do, 
and you really don't enjoy measuring those feelings 
and reactions against what you know they could be.  
 

It's exhausting to sit with God, your heart in your 
hands, both of us looking at it, talking about it. So far 
too often, I opt out.  
 

The oldest trick of the devil, you see, is to distract us 
from thinking about our hearts. It's not hard for him to 
do. There are so many other things I could be doing, 
after all. Answering emails. Catching up on laundry. 
Scrolling Facebook. Worrying about inflation and the 
election. Stressing about my kid's. dance recital and 
next week's busy schedule.  
 

But where is God truly at work? Where is the place 
God will point to, when my life on Earth has come to 
its close?  
 

It is the very depths of my heart. The place where I am 
my most authentic self, for better or worse. The place 
where all my pretensions crumble away, and I am 
alone with the truth of who I am and what I choose to 
do. Am I brave enough to look into the depths of my 
own heart?  

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 







The Jornada Movement invites all youth to a diocesan-wide mini-

retreat filled with presentations, activities, discussion &  

fellowship. Any youth ages 12 and over can attend.  

 

This event will be in English and topics discussed will be focused 

on Lent. This is a great opportunity for your child to see and meet 

many Catholic youth around the Diocese of Brooklyn. 

 

If you would like your child to attend please speak with Luis 

Sanchez at the parish office for more information and  

permission forms. Please note that food/ snacks and beverages 

will be available for purchase. Community service hours will be 

awarded to students in the Confirmation Class who attend.  

Limited seating for transportation available if requested. 

OTHER YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT OPPORTUNITIES 

Step away from the noise and join us for a 
sacred hour of adoration and prayer,  
focused on the boundless love of Christ and 
the gift of friendship. Together, we’ll reflect 
on how God’s love transforms our  
relationships and strengthens the bonds we 
share. 
 
Afterwards all are invited to share in  
fellowship in the gym of the parish institute, 
23-20 Newtown Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102. 
 
Come as you are, and bring a friend! Let’s 

draw closer to Christ, the source of all love 

and the perfect model of friendship. We 

can’t wait to see you there! 

 
“We love because He first loved us.”–  
1 John 4:19 


